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What is Crime?

What do criminologists do?

“Criminology is the body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon.  It includes…the process of making laws, of breaking laws, and of reacting to the breaking of laws…the objective of criminology is the development of a body of general and verified principles and other types of knowledge regarding this process of law, crime, and treatment.”  -Sutherland and Cressey 1960 

♥ Studies criminal behavior 

· causes, patterns, control of 

♥ Uses methods of social science 

· Records, experiments, surveys, historical data, content analysis.

♥ Is interdisciplinary

· Sociology, criminal justice, psychology, political science, anthropology, economics, the natural sciences. 

Subfields

♥ Criminal statistics

· Create valid and reliable measures of crime.

♥ Sociology of law 

· History of law, law reform.

♥ Theory construction 
· Predicting criminal behavior 

· more poverty = more crime 

♥ Criminal behavior systems 

· Determining the nature and cause of specific crime patterns

♥ Penology 

· Correction and control of criminal behavior

♥ Victimology 

· Nature and cause of victimization 

Criminal Justice System

♥ Study involves describing, analyzing and explaining the agencies of justice.

· Police

· Courts 

· Corrections (prisons)

♥ Every institution has its own objectives.

Some concepts about society

♥ Norms are rules and expectations by which a society guides the behavior of its members.  They may be either prescriptive (Do) or proscriptive (Don’t).

♥ There are two special types of norms that were identified by William Graham Summer: 

· Mores (Rights and Wrong)

· Folkways (Right and Rude)

♥ As we internalize norms, we respond critically to our own behavior through shame or guilt.

♥ Social control 
Some definitions

♥ Crime:  Any form of human behavior that is designated by law as criminal and subject to penal sanction.

♥ Law:  A rule with consequences.

♥ Rule of Law:  We accept that laws are rules of society and when transgressed will have repercussions.

Deviance

♥ Deviant behavior

· Violates social norms 

· Is subject to social control

· Not all crime is deviant (Ex: Marijuana use)

· Not all deviance is criminal (Ex: Bystander apathy)

John Hagan’s Typology of Deviance and Crime

♥ 3 variables 

· Evaluate harm 

· Agreement about norm 

· Severity of society response 

♥ Evaluation of Harm


3 levels 

1: Very Harmful 

· Ex: Sexual abuse of children 

2: Somewhat Harmful

· Ex: Shoplifting 

3: Fairly Harmless 

· Ex: Illegal gambling 

♥ Agreement about the Norm 

3 levels 

1: High Agreement 

· Ex: Murder 

2: High disagreement

· Ex: Abortion 

3: Confusion or Apathy 

· Ex: Copyright violation 

♥ Severity of Societal Response 


3 levels 

1: Severe 

· Ex: Life imprisonment 

2: Moderate 

· Ex: Short jail term, community service 

3: Mild 

· Ex: Small fine 

Defining Crime

♥ A composite definition:

Crime is a violation of societal rules of behavior as interpreted by a legal criminal code created by people holding social and political power.  Individuals who violate these laws are subject to sanctions by state authority, social stigma, and loss of status.

Critical Approach

♥ Crime is a function of political and economic inequalities produced a capitalist mode of production.

Includes 

· Human Rights Violations

· Crimes of the powerful

· ISMs 

· Poverty 
Legalistic Definition of Crime

♥ A crime is any intentional act or omission in violation of the criminal law, committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state.

♥ Problems with this definition

Labeling Definition

♥ Not the quality of an act but the label that others attach to the act.
· Who applies the label and who is labeled.

Exercise 

♥ Criminal act + conviction = Criminal 

♥ No criminal act + conviction = Convict (Criminal label)

♥ Criminal act + no conviction = Still a criminal but not by law or by public (no criminal                    label).

Chambliss the Saints and Roughnecks (1973)

♥ Saints – Middle class

♥ Roughnecks – Lower class

♥ Same levels of delinquency 

♥ Different treatment by society 

♥ Adulthood:

Saints – Successful 

Roughnecks – Prison, suicide

Consensus (Legalistic)

♥ Criminal law reflects agreed upon values of society.

♥ The law is fair.

♥ People are treated fairly under the law.  

Ex: Enforcement practices are fair.

♥ Consensus viewpoint is predominant in North American criminology.

♥ Focuses on the traditional concepts of crime
Ex: murder, property offenses, etc.

Conflict 

♥ Law reflects the power and economic structure of society.

♥ Laws protect vested interests.

♥ Law enforcement is directed at the underdog, not the powerful.

♥ Focus should be on the crimes of the rich and powerful

· Ex: Environment crime, treatment of workers, consumer fraud, crime against       humanity.

Interactionist 

♥ Laws are constantly changing.

♥ Laws result from interaction among individuals and groups.

♥ Moral entrepreneurs try to get their values enacted in law.

♥ Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance.

♥ Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions.

Democratic
· Policy decisions by public officials should reflect public opinion
· The view that elected officials should represent the interests of all people in a democracy 
