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HIV has been an ongoing infectious and contagious disease that has threatened the lives of many, and put those not suffering from the disease at risk as well. Although there is much controversy surrounding the topic, the main focus that can be used to shed light on the subject is the humanity side of HIV and the effects this disease has on the lives of every individual, family, and loved one. The most important way to understand HIV/AIDS is to know how it is transmitted and why.  With this knowledge, individuals can save themselves and the people around them. Touching on the humanity side of HIV/AIDS is a way to get through to people in a way that helps them realize the impact of having knowledge about this disease. The photo essay that will be discussed called Positive is Negative by Antoine Lemaire and Carole Reckinger was written in 2013. In 2013, there were many prevention campaigns created in order to help society deal with this growing disease. Some were created before 2013 and continued into 2013 and further on, and some were created during that time. With the help of information on what was known about HIV/AIDS in 2013, the photo essay depicts the unstable prevention of HIV ongoing in the islands Indonesia. 
The main focus of the Positive is Negative photo essay is to show the prevention side of HIV and the minimal amount of it in Indonesia. Although the photo essay states that there have been small, extremely rare prevention awareness workshops, which has not been enough to truly open the eyes of the individuals living in Indonesia. The specific areas, which have been increasingly affected in Indonesia, are; Papua and West Papua. According to Lemaire and Reckinger (2013), “the two provinces account for over 15 per cent of all Indonesia's new HIV cases in 2011”. Interestingly enough, this part of the world has become increasingly susceptible to the HIV risk and therefore is the area, which needs the most attention in regards to a prevention strategy. Also stated by Lemaire and Reckinger (2013), “Due to lack of awareness, poor health services, stigma and misinformation, the number of undetected HIV cases is thought to be many times the 2700 detected cases that were already detected by January 2013”. When individuals are not aware of the problematic state HIV infections can cause, the number of individuals affected by it increases greatly at a fast pace. This is the exact reason why the awareness of this disease is seriously important. 
When reading the photo essay it is understood that the individuals being addressed are those who either already have HIV, are at risk of getting HIV, know someone who has HIV or individuals who more susceptible to HIV. This photo essay brings about the idea that HIV can cause serious harm on the family front. The images captured allow the audience to truly grasp the more emotional side of this disease and the way it touches every individual and every family. The second photo caught my eye because I did not see the girl underneath the pink blanket on the bed. Once I realized there was a girl under the blanket, the story underneath was shocking. Although this photograph was not graphic and grotesque, it was simple and the simplicity of it was gives a feeling of total fear that this could happen anywhere, at any time, to anyone, if not prevented properly. The victims of HIV/AIDS are those who receive the most attention in this photo essay because of the spotlight on their disease and the importance of being clean and preventative. Although it might not be so clear, the interests of everyone are being served. By looking at the photographs and reading the information given, every individual who reads this photo essay would be able to gain some insight on the disease, therefore gain more knowledge, which in turn could help save thousands of lives.  Indeed, the audience for this photo essay could easily be influenced because of the photographs. When reading information on diseases or potential harmful infections, individuals tend to ignore the facts out of fear. When seeing photographs, individuals are more inclined to see the picture and have it stick in their mind, which can help continue to remind themselves on a daily basis. The fourth picture and information with “Benjamin” perfectly depicts to the audience the stereotypes that individuals have in regards to HIV/AIDS. Lemaire and Reckinger (2013) stated that, “Stigma is still very strong, in extreme cases taking forms such as threats and attempts to burn the patient alive”. This statement is awfully cruel and hurtful and shows that there are countless amount individuals who see this disease and those who have acquired this disease as evil and punishable. Also stated by Lemaire and Reckinger (2013), “Some priests are also reluctant to conduct burial ceremonies for people who have died of AIDS, as they associate HIV infection with sin”. This statement highlights the fact that AIDS, in many individual’s point of view, is the disease of the devil and that people who have this disease should not be alive, for they could pass on this disease and it may never be stopped, like a domino effect. 
Dating back to 2013, there were some prevention strategy campaigns that were either created or undergoing in certain countries that were implemented to help stop the spread of HIV/AIDS and bring forth prevention strategies in order for individuals, families and loved ones to live happy, healthy lives. The IAS 2013 is the 7th discussion workshop on the prevention, pathogenesis, and treatment of HIV infection. This workshop/conference is held in Malaysia from June 30th to July 3rd, 2013. This conference highlights all the important issues surrounding HIV/AIDS, such as; stem cell transplants, drug policy and public health, HIV treatment for children, HIV and ageing, and HIV cure research. These topics help individuals to continue getting up-to-date information on this disease so that the news reports proper information and individuals constantly stay informed and the years go by. Furthermore, every year WHO (World Health Organization) has a world AIDS day, which was celebrated on December 1st, 2013. The title of the theme of world AIDS day, is “Getting to zero: Zero new HIV infections. Zero discrimination. Zero AIDS-related deaths” (WHO, 2013). This day is used to bring major attention to HIV/AIDS for individuals around the world in order for the world not to forget about the rising pandemic. Stated from the WHO website, “The WHO’s focus for the 2013 campaign is improving access to prevention, treatment and care services for adolescents (10-19 years), a group that continues to be vulnerable despite efforts so far”. The year of 2013 for the WHO “World AIDS Day” highlights the teenagers at risk of AIDS, which ties in with the Positive is Negative photo essay. The 7th photo in the essay describes how teenagers were not aware of how HIV was transmitted, and they were unaware of the negative effects it could bring to someone life. 
In an article called Inventing “African AIDS”, it is stated “Africans have such poor medical care that they can't properly diagnose AIDS" (Patton, 1990:78). This statement is relevant, not because it is said in the article as the truth, but because it is stated in this article to prove that this stereotype has long been over-dated. This stereotype does not allow room for prevention growth within communities, especially black communities, in order to help them stay safe and clean. Instead, it poses a stereotype over their head and could potentially make them feel as though they cannot be helped because they are un-educated and could never learn how to stay clean or safe. This is a clear statement that does not allow for the black communities to feel normal and to feel equal to other races. Positive is Negative has shown us that, in fact, that the two regions in Indonesia are lacking the education for the best prevention methods for HIV/AIDS, although instead of pushing stereotypes over the heads of these individuals, it is important to teach and educate where education is not available. Continuing on the topic of stereotypes, another issue arises which categorises the fear that HIV/AIDS has instilled in the United-States population. A statement from the article AIDS, Homophobia, and Biomedical Discourse: An Epidemic of Signification demonstrates this fear, “This is a virus that is actually very difficult to transmit and therefore the general public should really not worry about casual contact” (Treichler, 1987: 36). On another note, fear could possibly be a good thing, considering the amount of ignorance from individuals around the world because they chose not to be aware of the risks that this disease could bring. In an article called Fear-Based Campaigns: The way forward or backward?, it is stated that “It is thought that this fear will make people change their behaviour, (for example, stop smoking or not to drive when drunk) to avoid the feared outcome” (Knowles, 2011: 2). Although fear could be a bad thing, there is good fear that could be instilled in order to help the population and communicate a message that forces people to stay aware and to fear the outcomes, because there are serious consequences to not staying clean or healthy.
In conclusion, the Positive is Negative photo essay demonstrates to its audience Indonesia’s situation and the lack of education and materials in order to get themselves help. Furthermore, they do not have enough help to allow themselves to be aware of the dangerous effects of HIV/AIDS. By creating awareness that could reach every part of Indonesia and not only some, there would be more of a chance at health success and individuals would not have to feel abandoned during their time of sickness. These individuals at risk, as well, will be able to not only save themselves, but save others around them. The photos in this essay bring about a certain sadness that comes with fear of this disease. When browsing through the photo essay it is easy to see the danger caused by HIV/AIDS and non-protection. Although there is an increasingly amount of prevention campaigns starting to develop throughout the years, it is important that these prevention campaigns reach every country, every territory and every individual, for greater success at health. 
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