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	Within the music industry there is one particular genre of music that has been arguably the most controversial.  This genre has been creating many issues regarding the negative influence this music can have on its consumers. This genre is called Rap music. Rap music is groups of rhyming versus that are spoken or preformed to music. Rap was created by the black population of America, living in poor urban areas (Rutherford, Wray 6). While the rapper recites their lines a D.J plays a mixture of recorded songs. Rap Music emerged in the middle of the 70’s (Rutherford 6). Rap originated in New York City in the Bronx (Rutherford 6).  However, Rap music was automatically had a stigma attached to it because of its point of origin, being the ghetto of New York City (Rutherford 6). There were very obvious stereotypes that were attached to this music. The concerns that arise from Rap music are derived from the image Rap culture has created. Rap culture glamourizes a lifestyle worships sex, money and violence. There is a fear that the consumer’s of this musical genre will be deeply influenced by the violent content in the music(Weezybaby24). It Further more can promote a lifestyle of being a tough violent man(Weezybaby24). The lifestyle and images that are being portrayed to its consumers goes against many of society’s morals. Rap culture is seen as a threat to parents, they view this lifestyle to be a negative influence for the younger population. Many people view rap negatively because of the ideals that are praised in the Rap community. The main images that are portrayed are; violence, killing, promiscuity, homophobia, drug and alcohol abuse and the objectification of women. These ideals are seen as a very negative influence on the younger population. However, Rap music also allows for the musicians opinions and messages to be conveyed to the masses. Furthermore, it allows some of these rappers to tell their stories as a message of success stories coming from rags to riches. These messages are on the other side of the rap spectrum and can be an inspiration the younger generations. This paper will examine the music, lyrics and image of the rapper Eminem. Analyzing how this rappers music and persona reinforce the stereotype of the white trash gangster. 
	The term white trash is a stereotype created of the American citizen (typically from the south) that is a member of the working class and is uneducated. This stereotype can also refer to the terms; trailer trash, red neck, wigger and cracker. (newitz, Wray 169) This stereotype goes against the ways of the dominant culture.  The word white trash has the same connotations as the word “ ‘nigger’ often implies poverty. (Newitz, Wray 169)” Both of these stereotypes are a combination of race and class.  However, there are many other conventions that that come with the white trash stereotype, including; sexual abuse, rape, objectify women, alcohol and drug abuse and living in a trailer park or a ghetto.  Essentially anything that does not fit the norms of the status quo is considered to be the trashy part of our society. The word trash creates this image that these white people do not fit that status quo are not only garbage but, should be treated as such. (Newitz, Wray 169)  Eminem reinforces this stereotype of white trash, fully identifies with being this stereotype. 
	Eminem demonstrates what it was like being an outsider of his rap community in the ending scene from his movie “8 mile”(Harter). This is the final rap battle between Papa Doc and Eminem. In this scene there is a large amount of black people in the crowd. This symbolizes Eminem’s struggle of being seen as the lowest member of the Rap community, being poor and white (Harter).  During the Rap battle Eminem says “I am white\ I am a fuckin bum \I do live in a trailer with my mom”. Eminem is identifying himself as being a part of the white trash stereotype. He goes on further in the rap battle saying, “I'm a piece of fucking white trash, i say it proudly”. Eminem stating that he is proud of his identity this is arguably one of the largest attributes to his success. This also demonstrates how Eminem was fully aware that he was considered an outsider to the norms of Rap culture. Eminem used this to his advantage to be accepted, respected in the Rap community. Eminem largely bases his image on this aspect of being a white trash outsider of the hip-hop community. In the public eye he was also found getting into fights with people, and had a poor relationship with his mother and girlfriend (Brackett 464).  This also added to Eminem’s image of being white trash. Having the deadbeat drug addict mother, the toxic relationship with his girlfriend that he has a child with is a reoccurring theme in Eminem’s songs. This attracted a lot of negative media attention from women’s organizations, stating that Eminem’s lyrics were misogynist ( Rutherford 11).   This also adds to Eminem’s white trash identity by showing his consumer’s how terrible to women in his life were. These toxic and dysfunctional relationships also support the white trash stereotype.  Lastly Eminem never changed his appearance when he became a successful rapper. He still wore clothes and acted like someone who as identified as being from. 
	Secondly Eminem reinforces the stereotype of white trash through his music. One song in particular that Eminem identifies with this stereotype is the song “W.T.P”, “So get on the floor and grab somebody!\ Ain't nothin' but a White Trash Party!\So let's have us a little bash’And if anyone asks \It ain't no one but us trash”. From these lyrics Eminem is directly identifying himself as fitting the mold of the white trash stereotype.  Throughout the song Eminem describes what people would be like at this party. Eminem states in the first verse of the song “Now first of all I'm the boss\I just wanna get that across\Man even my Dentist hates when I floss\Pull up to the club in a Pinto likes it's a Porsche\Garbage bag for one of the windows\Spray-painted doors with the flames on 'em\Michigan plates and my name's on 'em\Baby, Shady's here come on get him.” There is also this sense that Eminem is identifying himself as being the king of the white trash community. Setting this precedence that no one is trashier than Eminem. Eminem then describes the pride he has in terrible car. Eminem provides a very detailed description about this self-decorated tacky vehicle. Eminem is reasserting this sense of pride by having a vehicle, even if it is in terrible condition. Eminem also gives off this sense of authority and power over the other people at the party. This sense of authority and pride that Eminem portrays also supports the white trash stereotype.  
Furthermore part of Eminem’s image was having this “I don’t care” attitude. He was seen as a troublemaker, and was always in the public eye once he became the mentor of Dr. Dre.  His lyrics were seen as being homophobic, and misogynist. People opposed the lyrics of Eminem so much, that after he was a nominee for album of the year. This was seen as a first for the entire music community as a respected white rapper was being recognized as literary art (Rutherford 17).  Eminem’s values and view’s on the gay community and of women are seen as being very disrespectful. However, it could be argued that this was another aspect of Eminem fitting the white trash stereotype. Being a white extremist that had terrible views on women and gay people. Eminem states his opinion of the gay community “whether you're a fag or lez\Or the homosex, hermaph or a trans-a-vest\Pants or dress - hate fags? The answer's "yes"”.  This verse was seen as very controversial.  This was viewed as being very controversial because, Eminem was openly rapping about hating the people of the gay community.  This sparked a debate across the nation of America, discussing where the whether these lyrics were artistic or a form of hate speech. The gay community boycotted Eminem’s music and some organizations began doing campaigns about his album the Marshal Mather LP. (Rutherford 15) This demonstrates how controversial Eminem’s music was and also put him further in the public eye. This not only supports Eminem’s stereotype of being white trash gangster by creating controversy through his rap. 
 Eminem has broken into the music scene creating his own gangster image. He created an image that was different from any of the other gangster rap artists in the music scene. However, Eminem did this for one main reason. Eminem was different than all the other musicians in the Rap industry, Eminem was white. Eminem was the first white rapper to be accepted and respected into the rap community. This paper has demonstrated how Eminem altered his gangster image to fit himself being a minority in the rap community. Eminem changed his gangster image; focusing on the stereotype that Eminem was a white trash gangster rapper. Arguably Eminem did this so that he could stand out in the rap community. Demonstrating that he was different from the other gangster rappers. Furthermore Eminem created a lot of controversy with his lyrics. Discussing issues of rape, sexual abuse, murder and homophobia in his lyrics. However a lot of people thought Eminem’s music was very controversial and that he was a negative influence on his listeners. However all of the issues that Eminem rapped about all support his white trash gangster persona. It can also be argued that his misogynistic view of women could be because of the dysfunctional relationships that he has had throughout his life.  Eminem is seen as one of the greatest and controversial rappers of all time. He is a pure example of the gangster stereotype of coming from rags to riches. However, even though Eminem became very successful and wealthy, he never steered away from his image. Eminem still represents himself as the rowdy, controversial and opinionated artist that he has always been. And he has never strayed from his gangster white trash image. 
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