CLA2323X: Greek Mythology

05-05-2015: Introduction
Interest in classics and greek mythology dates back as far as the renaissance (rediscovery of greek culture thanks to latin authors). This fueled a lot of artisitic production. 
Examples: Dante and his Divine Comedy, Shakespeare with a few plays where he uses the cultural baggage of the audience such as names to develop characters and stories. Goethe and Iphigena auf Tauris. Botticelli's Birth of Venus. Michelangelo's Leda and the Swan. For music you have Handel and Mozart. 
In addition to using the stories to create art many also borrowed ancient styles, like ways of writing, or by adapting stories to make them modern and relevant to their own audiences. For example Racine wrote greek tragedies. Stupid Clash of the Titans Remake: Unlike what we think, Hades rules the underworld but he's not a bad guy. The Underworld is not hell (Well, Tartarus is), he's a neutral god. Versus Zeus who is the good God. 
Theories of Myth Interpretation
A myth is, in a modern sense, either an untrue story or a traditional story (passing them around as historical account, talking of the early history of people or explaining natural phenomenons and social facts). For us, we're interested in the definition of Mythos which means a strong statement, word, speech and also a traditional story with a collective importance usually involving supernatural powers. 
As stories, myths have essential and recognizeable traits: 
1. It needs a narrative structure with a plot. Characters who can be gods but also ordinary people or heroes or even talking animals, setting, logical progression of tension and conflict (open a box, conflict, close the box). The falling action is usually where everything is denser with the most tension. For aristotle the plot is more important than the characters, has to be strong enough to arouse emotion from the audience. Trying to invoke insight in the audience, to lead to a positive change. For the setting (time and place of the action) it never takes place in the present or even in the distant past. It has to be distant. For the place it needs to be somehwat familiar, like you need a sort of sense of where it is. Imaginary or not as long as the audience knows.
2. It has to be traditional. Relate to what people believe is history, what has been transmitted from generations to generations. The morals, thoughts, ideas, get passed down enough that they become a collective property. Conductors of morally acceptable conducts.
3. Anonymous. Since they've been handed down they have no author. Those have been lost and the people writing the plays are not the authors of the myths themselves they just adapted them.
4. Versions. Since they are adapted there are a lot of versions of the same myth.
Mythos vs. Logos. Logos is a true story, connected with a reason, a true account. An author of a logos is known and takes responsability for what is said not only for the truth value but also for the implications of what is said. It's a reasoned thought process. VS Mythos where it's a false story, but with some foothold in reality. The story is simply passed on/repeated, there are no personal responsabilities for what is said. 
Across the distance of time, those traditional stories are changed. They only remain traditional if they are retold and they are only retold if they can be made relevant again. 
07-05-2015
Types of myth
2. Divine myths: Main characters are supernatural beings. They are concepts, personified characteristics. The gods, for example, Zeus represents the sky, Appollo the sun, etc. but they have well develvopped personalities and traits. The setting is identifiable, but unapproachable and/or removed from human chronology. Time and place humans cannot reach. Often etiological; attempts to explain aspects of the natural and/or social environment. For example explain what is the origin of mountains. 
3. Legends: main characters are heroes (nobility and aristocratic elite). The gods get involved but the main characters are human. However they surpass the qualities of normal human beings. The setting is usually identifiable and familiar. It's human chronology, but still in the distant past. There are attempts to describe past event, sometimes it is etiological, sometimes kernel of truth and attempts to justify political authority or explain social structures/practices.
4. Folktales: Fairytales. The main characters are ordinary human beings, animals or imaginary beings. The setting is a long time ago in a place far away. Made for entertainment. Outcasts and by the end the hero's value is recognized. Usually has a happy ending, reversal of fortune. They usually have special skills that allow them to overcome obstacles. Nobody is led to believe that the stories are true. They're feel good, not historical. Examples of motifs: unusual birth, liminality, persecution, magical objects/divine assistance, deception by disguise/illusion, rescue maiden, quest, etc. Quest to seek out a magical item. The complication is that these motifs are not purely limited to folktales, they are found in legends as well. 
Dates. We are dealing by the period 800 for our references of myths. But the dates of the myths themselves date back much earlier. The stories about kinds tend to take place in the bronze age. Since Greece has always been inhabited, we have lot of data. City life emerged in the early bronze dage. Middle bronze age is the flourishing of the minoan civilization on crete. They had a lang. and culture distinct from mainland greece. There was a migration, indo europeans took over the site of the mycenae. This civilization eclipsed the minoan civilization(late bronze age). This is the time they credited for lots of legends. Perseus king of Tiryns and founder of Mycenae. Theseus founder of Athens. Cadmus founder of Thebes. 
Many greek legends originated from the mycenean period and were passed down and retold. For example the trojan war took palce during this period, heracles too, etc. Around the same time (1200), these civilizations just vanished (various explanations). The greek alphabet created in around 800bce based on pheonician writing and an addition of new letters. Almost immediately, we start getting literature. With the alphabet we enter the archaic phase. 
14-05-2015: Cosmology and Theogony, The Rise of Zeus
Prometheus bound material will not be on the lecture. 
Hyperion the sun god, helios the sun god as well who pulls the chariot sometimes overlap. Selene observes people during the night, she falls in love with a beautiful young man Endymion and watches him every night. Eos who pulls the chariot of dawn liked hunters, beautiful man Orion. Some day orion decides to seduce artemis but she kills him and puts him up in the stars. Other love of Eos is Tithonus, she asked Zeus to make him immortal, wish is granted but he keeps getting older.
Ouranos had all sorts of kids but they wouldn't be allowed to walk away, allowed to be born. Gaia devises a way to separate earth from sky. She gives Kronos (youngest son, common motif) a sickle of adamantine with which he chops off Ouranos's penis. Ouranos's connection is severed, floats away to be the sky, allows for activity on the earth. 
The blood drops from the wound land on gaia and produce creatures: furies, gians and melian nymphs.  The furies (Erinyes) are three female divinities with the duty to punish mortals (usually for crimes of killing family). They seek the transgressors and inflict illness or drive them to madness. The case of Orestes, they go on trial and decide they won't harrass him and instead become pacified goddesses called Eumenides. 
Ouranos' penis travels by sea, has quite the adventure and travels to Cyprus. The sea foam mixes with blood and semen and creates Aphrodite, goddess of sexual love. Born of sex and violence so that's why she can be so dangerous. Bit with the beauty contest for the trojan war.
The castration has a few other immediate results: The earth has activity. Chronos succeeds ouranos as the reigning diety. Gaia decides to hook up with pontus (the sea) instead and have several children. In the generations that follow there are a lot of horrific monsters that will become good things for heroes to kill. 
Kronos marries Rhea and they have children. he feared them bc ouranos and gaia had told him he'd be dethroned by his own child. So he decides to swallow them. I know all of thissss. She makes him swallow a rock instead of Zeus, whom she hides in Crete. Overpowers him and they are spit out. The stone that came out = the omphalos (navel) stone. 
To mark the defeat of kronos they release all the peeps/titans that had been imprisoned by him. The titans resented Zeus though so they decide to have a titan war under the leadership of Atlas. The battle was equally matched for ten years and then gaia reveals to zeus that he can only with with the help of the cyclopses and the hundred handed men, who craft special weapons for the three men. The titans defeated are condemned to tartarus (except for those that sided with zeus as in prometheus) and the one hundred men are their jailors. As for atlas he has to hold the weight of the sky/celestrial heavens on his back.
Gaia decides she wants to see Zeus fall. With the help of aphrodite gaia joins with tartaros to create the most monstreous creation the typhoeus (thyphon). Her last child, therefore the youngest. Story of the typhonomachy (typhon battle), he is defeated usingt he sickle and his thunderbolts and cast into tartarus. He throws mount Etna at him and traps him underneath (ethiological myth explaining why the mountain smokes). Other source says the gods flew to egypt and hid as animals, which is where they got their own gods. 
World is divided witht he sky for zeus, sea for poseidon, underworld for hades. 
Similarities with other creation myths. Very similar myth comes from the hittites. First diety alalush, then first god anush (of the sky) who was alalush's loyal servant. after twn years decides to make war and defeats him and becomes the king of heaven. Anush then makes war against his own son kumarbi but is defeated, kumarbi is the new king. When anush flees his genitals are bitten off and swallows his semen -instead the truth is he swallowed three powerful gods who are now living in kumarbi. He vomits up the semen but only two gods emerge at first, then teshub the last son comes out, overthrows him and becomes in turn the king of the heavens. 
Other similar myth is of Babylonian enuma elish. Primorial beings of Apsu and Tiamat who mingled and created the land masses. Those lands produced their own children that apsu decided to kill them. The notable gods anu and ea when they find out apsu is plotting to kill them. Ea casts a spell and makes apsu fall into a deep sleep and then kills him and then builds his house on top of his corpse. Soon after, ea and his wife have a child Marduk (god of babylon). Was a noisy kid and tiamat decided to kill him. Amasses an army of monster and ea goes to war. He loses, Anu tries but fails too, so then they ask marduk. Marduk agrees to war but on the condition that when he wins he be made absolute ruler of the world. He wins and takes the high throne. 
----------------------------------------------------midterm--------------------------------------------------------
Tragedy
Thespis: The originator of dramas in 6th century bc, in Athens. He was the first person to ever appear on stage as an actor. Initiated the tradition of having an actor + a chorus. Brought three innovations: (1) a speaker + a chorus playing characters (2) city Dionysia at Athens (3) Regulations on management of tragedies + payment.
Tragedy: Dramatized events from the mythical past. Comes from Tragoidia (goat-song). Was meant to provoke Catharsis (cleansing, purification, purging)
Satyr play: Overturn of the status quo by satyrs, a farce. The only two that remain are Sophokles’ Trackers and Euripides’ Cyclops (Think Grover + No One).
Comedy: Exploitation of old myths for comical effect
Aeschylus: established the basic rules of tragedy. Was credited with inventing the trilogy, and introduced a second actor. Wrote The Persians about the Persian invasion of Greece, and the Oresteia, a trilogy on the curse of the house of Atreus (Agamemnon, The Liberation Bearers, The Eumenides)
Sophocles: Introduced the third actors, increased the number of members in the chorus, broke the rule of the trilogy, and introduced scenes. He wrote Oedipus, Antigone.
Euripides: Increased focus on feelings. Turned the prologues into a monologue told by a character, introduced Deus Ex Machina, Diminished the Chorus’ prominence, included female protagonists. 
Pometheus Bound
By Aeschylus who was born in Eleusis (place of Eleusian mysteries). Died of a turtle dropped on his head hehehe/ Credited with inventing drama.
Prometheus brought to humans: Langage, mathematics, mining, divination, medicine, sailing, harnessing of animals. Takes place on a rocky mountain the Caucasus. Was originally part of a trilogy: Prometheus Bound, Prometheus Unbound, Prometheus the Fire-Bringer
Names and Definitions
· Kratos: Power
· Bia: Violence
· Prometheus: Forethought
· Metis: Crafty intelligence
· Phobos: Fear
· Deimos: Terror
· Harmonia: Harmony
· Eros: Sexual love
· Dike: Right
· Themis: Due order
· Epaphos: Child of touch
· Protesialos: First of the people
· Kreousa: Queen
Olympians
Loose family of 12 Olympian gods. 6 children of rhea and Chronos + the others that emerged from Zeus and Hera not necessarily together. Hades was not considered an Olympian because he did not live with the other on Olympus. Aphrodite was born of Ouranos unlike the others and also pre-dates them, but she's included in the family. Hestia is not as important, sometimes replaced by Dionysus, sometimes included with him making them 13.
Every god has its own domain. They were a reflection on a cosmic level of the concerns and activities of the gods themselves. Anthropomorphism is the transposing of human qualities on non-human things. Qualities, characteristics as well as personalities, they do everything like humans. What anthropomorphism accomplish is that they make for good stories + reflects wish fulfilment, repressed desires of the ancient Greeks, interference in human affairs is made easy.
Differences with humans and gods:
· Immortality and eternal youth, they are not the only creatures that are like that but an essential quality. 
· They do not eat human food, they feed on nectar (drink) and ambrosia (drink, food or ointment), and the latter will maintain their youthfulness. Sometimes it is given to humans for different purposes and for different effects, ex reduce aging, can give immortality, heal wounds, cannot revive from death, keeps bodies from rotting. Serving nectar and ambrosia to the gods, cup bearers Hebe and Ganymede. 
· Ichor rather than blood. Though immortal they can be wounded and in pain. 
· They are supernatural, so they have special abilities, but they are not omnipotent, omnipresent, or omniscient. They can be distracted. They have to be looking to see things. 
Hera
· Names: Parthenos (maiden), Zugia (she who unites), Boopis (cow-eyed), Leukolenos (white-armed)
· Children: With Zeus; Ares (bloody war), Eileithia (childbirth), Hebe (youthful bride). Alone; Hephaistos.
· Symbols: Sceptre or crown, peacock
Roman name is Juno. One of the most widely worshipped and highly regarded, mostly by women. Marriage, child work, fidelity. Despite her importance in daily roman affairs, she's often just delegated to being Zeu's wife. Noted for harassing and punishing Zeus’ lovers and illegitimate children. Name from heros - hero, meaning great lady. Earliest form might have been fertility for crops and cattle. One of her earliest association, sacred animal the cow. Ironic role since Zeus was always infidel. Guardian to the institute of marriage which produces legitimate children lines, makes home life orderly. The marriage with Zeus is not the best and pretty misogynistic, she's jealous, intrusive, nagger. Hieros Gamos (sacred marriage, holy union). Their sexual union promotes the circle of nature, fertility. 
Demeter
· Names: Chtonia (of the earth), Aglaokarpos (giver of godly fruit), Megala meter (great mother)
· Children: With Iason; Pluotos (riches and wealth). With Zeus; Persephone.
· Symbols: Torch, corn
Female source of fertility, this time in relation to the soil. Goddess to the harvest and grain and associated with the seasons. Her name is of somewhat unknown original though we know meter means mother. From Hesiod's theogony she's mentioned in regards to fertility. Having sex three times with Iasion = plow the field three times so it's ready to be seeded. Horn of plenty, the cornucopia. Snakes symbol of fertility as her sacred animal.
Persephone
· Symbol: Corn and fruit
Daughter with Zeus. Rape = kidnapping. On 10th day learns not only she was taken by hades but Zeus promised her to him. She abandoned Olympus, went back to earth and wandered until she came to the city of Eleusis rules by the king and queen names of the slides. Takes rest at the well of maiden. The daughters of Keleos and Methenaura found her, talked with her, thought she was majestic and wise so invited her back to the palace where the queen appointed her as the nurse to her new-born son; Demophoon. Raised him as she would an infant god, anoint with ambrosia and throwing him in the fire to burn away the mortality. Is caught, Demeter annoyed abandons the kid and her project to make the kid immortal. Throws off her disguise. Says the people of Eleusis must build a temple to her and also follow special rites if they want to keep having successful harvests. She was still upset over the thing of Persephone so she refuses to let grain grow until she sees her again. Widespread famine. Pomegranate seed, if she eats the food of the underworld she will be bound to the place and him. Has to spend 1/3 of the year in the underworld with her hubby Hades, which is why grain isn't permitted to grow and we have seasons. After the return of Persephone, Demeter restores crop + establishes her cult at Eleusis. Eleusinian mysteries, we don't know much about them, was very secretive. Every fall the main ceremony would be held over the course of little under two  weeks, begin with a procession of sacred artefacts of Demeter to Athens, then back to Eleusis, enter the temple, do some secret ritual. Served a couple of interests: Pan-Hellenic (sense of community among Greeks), necessary to ensure the growth of grain, being in the cult assured an enjoyable afterlife.  
Hephaistos
· Names: Klytotechnes (famed artisan), Kullopodioh (crook footed)   
· Children:
· Symbol: Axe, forging tongs, ancil
Physical infirmity (lameness) combined with brilliant virtuosity as an artisan; especially skilled at metalwork, whence his association with fire
Dionysus
· Names: Dimator (twice born)
· Children:
· Symbols: Ivy, vines, panther, the thyrsus (a wands of fennel bound at the end with ivy)
Maenads: female followers. Silenos was his companion and tutor. He was a satyr but part horse rather than part goat. Dothyramb = Ancient greek hymn sung and dances in his honor. God of ecstasy, the madness of intoxication, wine, exuberance, and danger of animals and vegetable nature.
Aphrodite
· Names: Kypris (the Cyprian), Porne (prostitute), Hetaisa (sexual companion), Pandemos (of the whole people)
· Children: With Ares; Phobos, Deimos, Harmonia, sometimes Eros. With Hermes; Hermaphrodite.
· Symbols: Aphrodisiac girdle, doves, sparrows.
Paphis as the most famous place of worship, apparently where she was born. Was worshipped there in the form of a stone rather than a statue. Gave Pygmalion’s statue human life. Goddess of love and sex. Loved Adonis. Cursed to love Anchises, human shepherd. 
Zeus
· Names:
· Children: With Io; Epaphos, with Semele; Dionysus, with Hera; Ares, 
· Symbols: Thunderbolt, eagle, sceptre
Lovers: Io (turns into a cow, fetaures in Prometheus bound, harassed by a fly), Leto (mother of Apollo and Artemis, island of Delos), Semele (mother of Dionysus, saw Zeus in his true form and died). Leda as a swan. Europa as a bull.
Lyakon and gifting of human meat to the gods, turned into the first wolf. Was the god of sky, weather, numerous aspects of social life including hospitality, supplication, oaths, father of gods and mortals.
Apollo
· Names: Phoibos (shining), Hekatos (he who shoots from afar), Paion (healer), Lykios (of the wolves), Pythios (of the python)
· Children:
· Symbols: bow and arrows, lyre, shield, daulphin
Queen kreousa raped by Apollo. Hyakinthos, male lover who died and was turned into the flower Hyacinth. Closely linked with the oracle of Delphi, gave Cassandra the gift of prophecy but cursed her so that nobody would believe her, slayed the Python at the Delphi cave to save his mother Leto. God of music, divination and prophecy, purification, healing and later the sun.
Artemis
· Names:
· Symbols: bow and arrow
Hyppolytos the follower of Artemis who scorned Aphrodite. Goddess of hunting, wild animals, helper of women in childbirth.
Hermes
· Names: Argeiphontes (argus killer), psychopompos (guide of souls)
· Children:
· Symbols: herald’s staff (kerukeion), winged boots and sandals, broad-rimmed hat.
Herms at doors as symbols of property, boundaries. God of divine intermediary, messenger, guide of souls of the dead to Hades, bringer of fertility to crops.
Athena
· Names: Parthenos (maiden), Glaucopis (grey eyed), Pallas (brandisher of the spear/aegis).
· Children:
· Symbols: Helmet and spear, snake-fringed cape (argis) bearing image of gorgon, owl.
Daughter of Metis, came from Zeus’ forehead after he swallowed her mother. Goddess of craftsmanship, especially in wood, cunning, warfare (wise and defense). 
Ares
· Names: Atos Polemoio (Unsated by combat), Brotobigos (man destroying), Talaurinon (brave)
· Children:
· Symbols: helmet, spear, shield
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