April 5
Class notes 1set = 1%
Presentation
Ashmore
Review
Final exam
· Late policy, 5% per day.
· If you don’t get a digital receipt within day or two, get in touch something might be wrong
· If virtual campus doesn’t work, back up email is
· ccar02@uottawa.ca
Why did we have Ashmore as last lecture?
· He gave
· Meaning of scientific knowledge
1. + solutions or avenues
2. + review of other works
3. + Asking some questions
4. And interrogating assumptions of the field
5. + Similarities (Pinch) – Defining science
· Within science
· Science as explanation
· Science as something that’s explained
· Part of theme of semester is : “What is science?”
1. What is scientific knowledge?
2. Notion is that scientific knowledge is the product of science (scientific practice)
· Combination of “science as explanation” and “science as explained” speaks of relativity
· Ashmore doesn’t see it as problem, but he speaks of how it is viewed as a problem.
1. Ignoring the problem is one option
2. Recognize that it’s a problem, but it’s not my problem (because it doesn’t apply to me or I don’t have the tools to deal with it or the consequences are self-defeating)
· Self-defeating meaning that anyone that tries to solve it will realize there is no solution.
· Author’s from just this week say that:
1. You can do recognition and then deal with the problem
· It’s the scientists responsibility
· Not everyone has the same solution
· Theme first half of class ending with network theory is science is not special
1. No magical properties
2. Not immune to the social, we can understand it.
· Theme of second half sociology (even SSK) is not special
1. Not immune, not magical
· Relativizing of truth & knowledge is what this whole trend has been about for the semester
1. Does not mean all are equal, or are all subjective
2. It means its relative to its context
· Begs the question “What is the context?” or “What counts as separate context?”
3. Almost all authors we have looked at have quite scientific explanations.
· “What is the context?”
1. (actors/institutions/discourse/power/interest/disciplines)
· Metaphor: Laws
1. very few people would feel uncomfortable saying that laws are not universal/eternal
2. Different in various jurisdictions (context)
· It’s not because laws change from time-time, or relative to country & time we are in that they don’t have power, or that they are not considered laws.
1. It takes very little away from laws to say that they vary throughout time & space, you can still study them.
· Can some truth or knowledge be considered absolete?
1. That it doesn’t vary from context
2. Answered by many authors is “Maybe, but has to be established empirically (proven)”
· Can’t assume that
3. Investigate conext + HOW + WHAT of science
· Empirical: Study of observation measurable, observable.
· All about studying assumptions
1. “Maybe but has to be established empirically”
2. What counts as established empirically?
· Empirical: Negotiated/ accepted/ recognized – TRUST
1. You need to convince your peers of what it means, it comes down to trust.
· Public, scientific community, courts, political sphere
2. We only looked a little at what happens when its accepted in certain communities but  not in others
· e.g.: In courts and political sphere but not scientific community or vice-versa
· There isn’t a universal agreement for what counts as ‘established’ and what counts as ‘empirical’.
· What we are told by all these authors is:
1. We need to understand regimes of context in which truth comes to be established
Final
· Question 1 : Macro (overview of course second half)
· Discuss the contributions of the second half of semester authors to our understanding of scientific knowledge (16).
· No quotations, our own words, making sense/showing understanding of class material through our own words
· Question 2: Meso (Theme)
· Discuss for each of these authors their vision of how they see scientists needing to take responsibility. (Prescriptive)
· Martin, Haraway, Mulkay, Beck, Foucalt, & Woolgar
· Talk directly about this
· Question 3: Micro (Author)
· Discuss the concept and role played by reflexivity in production of knowledge according to Woolgar. 
· 3 pages each, 10% each, 30% total.
Seminar in Epistemology fourth year course.

