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Who was he

Descended from Italians
Roman citizen

Senatorial order
164 – Begin cursus
consul

- legionary legate
- friend of Pertinax

2 children
Caracalla
Geta

War for Supremacy

Avenger of Pertinax
Attracted major support – 16 legions
Learned about Pescennius Niger
Now , in Italy, same day as Julianus’ execution 

Senate accepted him
Actions with Praetorians
Dismissed

And now

Off to deal with Niger
Legate of Syria
Wide base of support – Parthians
Controlled Egypt and grain

Short campaign

Divided up Syria – Keep it from being a threat
Campaigned against Arabs
Pushed to Nisibis

Annexed Osrhoene

Clodius Albinus

Cunning plan – Keep him close 
Marked out as Caesar – to be successor – actually to be killed

Albinus – ensured stability in the west
Claimed to be Augustus
Met at Lyons and Severus won

Lyons burned

Supporters of Albinus in the Senate killed 
Severus now sole ruler

How did he do this

Better soldiers – Danubians
Good military management

Propaganda – coins, pamphlets
Styled himself as the avenger
Inspirational
Cassius Dio: “the most intelligent of all the pretenders”

Year of war (192-7)

Senate continued to lose its power – no political credibility
Civil war? – but inter-provincial war as well

Britain 
Danube
East

Campaigned in Empire
197-99 – Syria
197 – invasion of Parthian Empire
crossed the Euphrates river – Nisibis
197 – At Babylon
Captured Seleucia- Ctesiphon
Jan 28 100 years after Trajan
Parthicus maximus 

Elevated his sons

Caracalla – Augustus
Geta – Caeser

After 

Made new province
Mesopotamia, again Nisibus under equestrian control
Undertook defensive work
Syria, Arabia

Takes a vacation – 199-200
Syria
Co-consul with Caracalla
Rome, afterwards

African Journey
Leptis Magna
Jus Italicum

Back in Rome – new secular game
New era

208-11- Britain Rebillion

bored of sitting still
educate sons

barbarians needed a good arse-kicking

208 Huge fleet and army
Refused peace offer
Marching campaign examined by archaeologist far into Scotland

Gate – promoted

211- Severus ill at Eburacum (York)

Verdict on Severus

Energy

Anti-senatorial
Absolutist
Promoted role of military
Promoted dynastic system once again

Military weakness in system

Made changes

Organization
Frontiers
Military life

Severus and power

Hereditary monarchy
Public link
Pertinax
Marcus Aurelius
Took traditional titles
Built on the Jovian idea from Trajan

Julia Domna – Key role
Mother of the Augusti
Mother of the Senate

Paralleled by the strengthening of the imperial cult

Promotion of divinity
Septizonium

End of the principate beginning of the dominate

Very anti senatorial

Senators lose out to equestrians

Praetorian prefects
Leaders of council

Getting best positions

New absolute approach to power

Openly above the senate
Imperial speeches have the force of law

Caracalla
Sick, violent, devotee of Alexander the Great … worst parts

Geta – opposite

Britain 211 – made peace, withdrew to Hadrian’s Wall

Severus 
Cremated
Apotheosis

Brothers pretended to like each other
Geta murdered 

Caracalla told everyone that his brother was plotting

Proscriptions 

Geta – Damnatio memoria 

5 years of sole rule

actions with the army
economic problems – taxes, military, currency devalued 

Antonine Constitution
“Edict of Caracalla”

citizenship granted to all men in the Empire

Macrinus acclaimed Emperor 217
 - lots of problems

had to control army and Senate 
Look to the Parthians 

Severan are back

Elagabalus
God of Emesa

Idol of temple is a Black Rock 
Now the Romans just say the rock is Jupiter … everyone is happy

Rejected roman traditions – confuses Romans with eastern traditions

12 month precession to Rome with the Rock
219 – Arrived with the Rock
221 – built a temple for the rock
all other gods < The Rock
henotheism (inclusive monotheism)

who is governing … not the Rock

Problems in Rome
Financial issues
Germans
Army, praetorians (very conservative)

And:

Passion for exotic animals
Nepotism – elevates his hairdressers and dancers to high positions 

Wanted to get rid of the Senate – Not a good idea

Alexianus 222-235 Severus Alexander

Sources: lots of praise
Casius Dio – Consul under Severus Alexander

Tried to create a more traditional style Roman monarchy

Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander

Moral – Senate – Religion 

No more palace scandals 
 
[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle][bookmark: _WNTabType_0]African Emperors, Syrian Emperors 193 – 235 	11-02-02 1:04 PM

Disintegration

Faced pressure on all fronts
- Goths in Greece
- Franks in Gaul

Valerian sent his son to the west
- successful
- persecuted the Christians

Many usurpers
- many parts broke away from the empire

Crisis summed up by the capture of Valerian

Dura Europos
- chemical warfare
- tower 19, armour
- haunting place

What caused the Crisis

Number of main issues
1. Military
2. Social
3. Spiritual/ moral

Military
· Wars on all frontiers
· No reserves or rear defenses
· Defeat – political issues (Timestheus, Philip)
· role of the praetorian prefect
· no dynastic stability

Economic
· trade, disorder, destruction
· cost of war

Social
· poverty, taxes
· evidence from incriptions
· role of civic elite

West in recession

The Empire Strikes Back

Emperors now restore order

Septimius Odeantahus

He dies – and wife instigates a revolt

Gallianus – creates a mobile cav reserves 

Last of his breed
Tolerant

267 – Goths in Athens 
Gallianus – murdered
Claudius 2 

Needed another emperor

Aurelian
· continued to fight
· major problems in Po Vally
· Dacia finally lost
· Defeated Zenobia
· Brought the Gallic Empire back into the Roman Empire
· Rebuilt the walls of Rome
· New mints
· Fiscal policies to control inflation
· New attempt at henotheism – failed

Diocletian

Cut the Praetorian Prefect in half 
Everyone else was scared of him

New policies
Understood vital fact – needed more then himself
Created Tetrarchy

E and W one Augustus and one Caesar 
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