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Evolution of Western Civilization


Week 10
Colonialism, Slave Trade, and Innovation

Coming out of the middle ages

- There’s another international element that helped fuel the rise of the west

Overview

· “Discovery”

· Time period: 1300-1800

· Colonialism – all over the world

· Slave Trade – Africa and the Americas

· New economic Trends

· The template for the Global Economy

“Discovery”

· The west didn’t discover Africa, the Americas. Etc

· The Vikings had “discovered” Canada 400 years

· The western European did not deem these people to be human 

· Columbus was given the credit of being the first to discover the America’s (not accurate)

· Indigenous populations in the Americas and Australia, among others

The Need for Discovery

- Competition within Europe 

· Expansion of territory (finite geographic area)

· New sources of wealth generation (leads to conflict)*

· Needed the wealth to continue trade with China

· The “spirit of adventure” was supported by the monarchies 

· The need and desire to surpass the Muslim world and China

· The west in 1500 wasn’t yet the most technologically sophisticated society

· However, quickly moving in that direction 

· Islam (strong civilization)

Two more primary factors of success

2 reasons why exploration was so successful

· Much of it borrowed from China 

1. Technology

· Not yet the best, but on its way (more sophisticated that Africa and the Americas)

· Navigational tools (the astro lab)

2. Hard Power

· Guns and Cannons – the gun powder age

·  Comes from China, soon combined with forged steel to create cannons, devastatingly efficient (made some for on land and boats)

· Gun powder land was hugely important ***

Knowledge of the Globe

· Early European explores had a shockingly limited view of the global geography

· The concept that they thought the earth was flat (actually had an understanding that the earth was round and this statement has been refuted)

· The thought the horizon was the end of the earth

Countries that lead the way:

· Portugal and Spain

· Followed by English, Dutch and later France

Portugal 

· First to really explore, had just vanquished the Muslims and were feeling pretty confident

· Part of their exploratory zeal was to take it to the Muslims, who hadn’t treated them very well 

· The had a thirst for wealth

· The tried to push the Muslim civilization as far as they could 

· ***1434:  Portuguese Prince, Henry the Navigator, started heading down the African coast, going a little further with each expedition 

· Looking for routes to India/China

· Brought back slaves and stories of Gold

· They finally rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 1488 and in 1487 finally reached India 

Spain

· Also had fought off the Muslims

· Had “missionary zeal” as the self-declared defenders of the Church

· Columbus (Italian) sailed under the Spanish flag

· Discovers the New World (the Americas)
· Even until his death Columbus claimed it was India but it was the Americas

Britain

· Britain joins later (exploration) but better prepared (faster ships with bigger and better cannons)
· In 1588, they won a pivotal naval battle with Spain and asserted themselves as great naval power, for many centuries

· Focused much of their attention on what is now North America

· Tried to establish the Northwest Passage, but were ultimately unsuccessful
· Challenges: no food

· They were the first people to go around the entire world circumference (these routes important to civilization today)

French and Dutch (considered as part of Spain) 

· Had considerable power and influence

· Completed for “control of the seas” with Britain but ultimately proved weaker

· France laid claim to what is now Canada, eventually battling Britain for supremacy

· Dutch powerful for a short time

Slave Trade

· Slaves were “exported” like a commodity, not humans but products to Europe but mostly North and South America

· Heaviest after 1650

· This primarily occurred on the west coast of Africa because the intense jungles prevented explorers from moving further in land

· Disease 

· Rivers were near impossible to navigate (they had tall wooden ships)

· It wasn’t until the later scramble for Africa that Europeans colonized Africa

· Europeans encountered complex political/social systems 

· Europeans couldn’t just conquer (strong political units for trade)

· Emphasis on Trade

·  Contrary to popular belief, they had to negotiate 

· Many African kingdoms were strong, and asserted demands
· Many African groups benefitted from the slave trade

· They received cloth, iron tools, and muskets

· This destroyed the pre-existing African economy, as splintered as it was
How it worked

· Slaves were purchased by sea Captains from Holland, Britain, France
· Sold to either South or North America
· Slavery occurred in the region before Europeans arrived, but not nearly this intense
· An estimated 12 Million Africans are believed to have been sold into slavery
Who was targeted?

· Taken from home

· Herded into booths or prisons

· Inspected for quality by European doctors (must be under 35, healthy and good oral condition – lips and teeth)
· If deemed of good quality, branded with a red hot iron to mark property/ownership

· Placed into cargo hold of ship

· Some long term impacts

· Taking young Africans for many centuries 

· Old/really young left out (shrinking middle aged people)

· Polygamy emerges because young men were taken away (normal social practice)

· Today known as the Grandmothers of Africa

Colonialism

· With everything else that was going on in Europe, colonialism was appealing and viewed as necessary
·  Separated by European power
· Spanish colony/English colony/French colony, etc.
· Differences btw colonial efforts in North/South America had long-lasting impacts
South America

· Intense colonialism

· Motivated by God and Gold

· Wanted to expand Christianity

· Needed lots of gold

· They took over using guns and trickery 

· Die off from new diseases brought on by Euro’s 

· After claiming land, set up large plantations/agriculture centres worked by indigenous population at first, then slaves
· Restricted property ownership to Europeans
· *** Know the map!

· Understand concept and be able to make the links

North America
· Colonialism started on the east coast, moved west
· The British fought to keep manufacturing suppressed- kept taxes oppressively high
· Agriculture/plantations produced raw goods
· Primarily relying on slave labour
Colonialism in Africa
· Once Europeans finally made it to inland Africa, they raced for resources and gold
· This is now known as the Scramble for Africa
· They also imposed their ‘State’ structure on the region
· This gave no regard for regional differences among the population
· Result: Poor planning that has greatly contributed to the state of Africa today

*KNOW THE MAP BELOW*
Mercantilism 

· The Merchants moving goods
· Monopolizing manufacturing
· State sponsored, then privatized, creating wealth
· Trade
· Triangle
· Controlling the means of production
· Class Conflict
· Socialism
· Importance of an EXPORT BASED ECONOMY
· Europe manufactured, sold goods to others
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