Evolution of Western Civilization
Week 11

Renaissance, Reformation and Enlightenment

Timeline: 1450-1750

Key Terms 

· Progress
· Modernity
· Individualism


National Monarchies

· Definable Boundaries, Emergence of the State commercialization
· Complex, trade based economies, wage labor, decline of traditional beliefs
· Changing church, individualism, different political currents

Trade and Colonialism

· Reciprocal Relationship
· Colonialism and trade had a huge impact on the development of western civilization
· Emergence of capitalism (cheap labor – slaves were not being paid)

Renaissance (Rebirth)

· It was a REBIRTH of civilization brought on by trade and the fall of Constantinople
· Centered in the Italian states, focused on rebuilding the Greco-Roman world through art, literature and some of the greatest architecture of all time
· Italy did not embrace monarchies, remains as a series of city states
· **Common theme: Take what you need from Greece/Rome and relate it to your modern world (discard the rest)

Humanism

· Dispelling birth rights, emerges as a new philosophy which recognizes all Human aspirations regardless of birth right
· Focus on humankind as the center of intellect and artistic endeavor
· Life becomes increasingly SECULAR
· Move away from religious beliefs
· Developed humanist thinkers who are referring back to concepts developed in Greece/Rome

Advances in the sciences, arts, medicine and commerce spreads to the rest of Europe during the 1500’s

· Da Vinci (many others) combined science with artistic expression 
· Wrestling with religion/secularism/humanism/individualism/politics/technology
· Michelangelo 
· It was the IDEA of humanism that spread rapidly
· Part of the reason Humanism is able to spread so quickly is because of the increased communication occurring because of trade, technology, etc.


The Reformation

· Was a response to the powers of the catholic church over the people of Europe
· Had tremendous influence over individual people, regardless of social status
· Had great amounts of power over leaders
· Excommunication is a powerful tool 
· Helped shape laws
· Raised money by offering things like the ‘Sale of Indulgences’
· Many popes, bishops, priests, and monks were not acting in ways that were entirely ethical
· Doctrine and practices would be reshaped to fit certain situations

Reformation – 1517

· Protestant Christian movement lead to wars and redefined the role between people, the church and the state
· A weaker Church, more complex thought leads to an opportunity to centralize power among monarchs
· Feudal monarchs centralized their power to resist this change expanding the notion of the “Divine right of kings or Absolutism”
· Parliaments in England and France lose power during this period

Protestants

- Lutherans
· Martin Luther challenged the idea of paying money to the Church  
· Faith, not money, buys salvation
· 
- Calvinism		
· God determines who is saved, no sacraments delivered by people could save you 
· Direct challenge to the story of the Roman Catholic Church
- Anglicans
· England, Henry the VLL 
Balance of Power Theory 

· The need to make sure no state becomes too powerful- states ganging up to keep power (roughly) equal
· At any given time there was at least one bloody conflict occurring somewhere in Europe or in colonies as monarchies moved to increase their power
· Monarchies centralized control in several ways:
· Absolute power
· More tax revenue
· Setting up manufacturing bases and exporting goods for the benefit of the monarchy, not the people


Revolution – 1600-1800

· The struggles of the Reformation, the Columbian Exchange and the growth of Commerce lead to several crisis in Europe and in the colonies
· The American Revolution – established the U.S.A., the first Nation-State without a King where its citizens are ruled by a Constitution
· The French Revolution follows leading to the first Nation – State in Europe.


The English Civil War – 1641- 1645

· The King became more dependant on Parliaments approving taxation laws (Parliament eventually began to gain more influence on other issues as well 
· Britain forms a Republic after the King is defeated and eventually beheaded (Charles I)


The Glorious Revolution - 1689

· The republic falls when Cromwell becomes a dictator and the monarchy is resorted in 1660 with Charles II returning from exile
· Later his successor, an unpopular King James II, enters into another constitutional crisis. James flees London throwing the Royal seal into the Thames. 
· Parliament convenes without the King to draft a constitution, which puts the power of Government within Parliament. The King retains his influence but cannot dissolve Parliament.
· The English Bill of Rights – still in effect today 

New forces shapes Parliament

· With the growth of the social reform movement new legislature gave more rights to working people but threatened the elites
· At the end of the 30 Years War (1618 to 1648), the Peace of Westphalia is signed and forever changes the shape of ‘States’ ‘Countries’ and ‘Nations’
· New political movements such as Socialism, Communism and the Neo Liberalism challenged Parliaments throughout the 20th century.
· With the Aristocracy fading, they begin to consolidate their power through the use of Political Parties.

Reformation meets the Enlightenment

· Humanist thinkers argue for greater freedoms leading to Liberalism.
· Belief in the authority of the individual 
· Spans politics and economics
· European Parliaments and the Merchant class gain power paving the way to democracy, individual rights and the Industrial Revolution. 
· Wage Labour
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Things to review for the test

We’ve documented the changes going on in Europe
· Life in the America’s Prior to Colonialism
· Absolute Monarchy/Enlightened Monarchies
· The Slave Trade
· The Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment
· Humanism/Liberalism/Capitalism
· The Emergence of the State Structure
· New International Paradigms
· Spread of Modern Democracy
· Technological Innovation
· Modernity/Progress
· Etc…
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