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Evolution of Western Civilization


Week 9 
Middle Ages in the West

Time Period 

· Between 700 – 1400 C.E

· Occurs after the DARK AGES

· Era of stagnation (no new ideas, old ideas were lost)

· Matters were heading BACKWARDS (political institutions, agriculture, trade, technological advances cease)

· Advancements in other places in the world is what helped them move out of the Dark Ages

· There was nothing of substantial importance during this time

New Religious Dynamics

· Christianity and the Power of the Church

· Christianity was the link between Classical and Post-Classical Period

· Priests acted as gatekeepers to going to heaven 

· Explains physical and human nature

· Unifying force in Europe = CHRISTIANITY

Agriculture/Politics

· Most people lived on “MANORS”

· Self-sufficient lands produced things meant to sustain population

· Consisted of LORDS and VASSALS

· Greater Lords = LAND LORDS

· Vassals could run a Manor, but owed their allegiance to the Greater Lord

· Greater Lords provided food, military service, and advice

· This lead to stability

· Lords ( Vassals ( Peasants

· Lords looked over a greater amount of Manors

· Vassals looked over certain Manors

· Peasants sustained the lands they were in (toiled the soil)

· Manors are similar to city-states

· Some differences: Little trade, unlike other city/state
Consequences

- Little interaction between communities led to stagnation 

· Education declined

· Lessons of the past were lost 

· Trade was limited
· Technological innovation disappeared

· Not much happening

· Go back to using hand tools for agriculture

Back to the Church

· Church was the only large/ significant organizing body in Western Europe

· Popes held incredible power

· Dictated doctrines and law

· Provided moral authority

· Strong, centralized unit run by local bishops

· Christianity was a LINCHPIN

· Church would use excommunication as a threat (powerful for religious leaders)

The feudal system 

· In the 10th century

· Feudal system led to GROWTH

· Bloody/violent (reintegration of regions)

· Empires rising/ regions being integrated 

· Monarchies

· Territory becomes increasingly important 

· Trade (re-emerges, surplus of agriculture is generated)

· Re-discovery

· Better Agriculture

Important advances

· Heavier plow

· Horse collar

· Better agriculture resulting in more food = population growth 

· Settling new lands (expanding more fields)

· Increased trade/surplus

· Revival of urban centers

· More technological advances

· More insightful political thought

· All causes the emergence of Western Civilization

Four important inventions that helped in transforming the middle ages

1. Gun powder – helped consolidate power

2. Print Press – development of mass productions in documents and increased literacy

3. Clocks – intricate invention, symbolizes the path to progress

4. (To be announced by professor)

Feudal Monarchies
· Monarchies (kings and queens) begin to emerge

· French monarchy begins in Paris and steadily expands
· Roughly the same in England
· Switches the Manorial relationship
· Addition of monarchs to the relationship: King ( Lords ( Peasants 

Trade

· Capitalism begins to emerge (surplus ( supply ( demand)

· Misconceptions that capitalist system was unique to Europe

· In fact, highly developed mercantilist trade was common in other parts of the world already

· **Cycle of surplus ( selling ( profit $$ ( invest in surplus again 

· Emergence of paper money

Monarchies Expanding 

· Monarchs became more independent relied less on feudal arrangements

· They began building more professional armies 

· They started taxing those beneath them high amounts

· Church power enters a decline in power they still provided spiritual influence but did not have much influence in government affairs

Magna Carta

· Signed by King John of England in 1215*** Important

· Meant to stop onerous taxation of the lords

· Threatened with rebellion

· The Magna Carta limited the power of the king

· Led to the creation of parliamentary democracy

Parliament

· First sitting of the English Parliament was in 1265*** Important

· House of Lords = senate

· Lords = landowning

· House of commons = house of commons

· Wealthy citizens were elected to represent their town

Still Similar Today:

- Throne Speech: the “commoners” are not allowed onto the Senate floor

Feudalism/ Monarchies/ Imperialism led to war
· One of the lasting characteristics of Europe is near constant warfare for over 1000 years
· European states are notoriously aggressive towards each other and outsiders:
· WWI, WWII
· French/English/Spanish/Portuguese
· Crusades
-      EU is designed, among other things, to end this tradition
