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Evolution of Western Civilization


Week 8 
The America’s Prior to Colonialism

Foundations

· Americas

· Expansion

· Colonialism/Slave Trade

· War

· Expansion of Political Ideals

Origins of American Populations

· Beringia Bridge Theory (Siberia to Alaska) – migration 

· Vikings were actually the first to discover the America’s (credit given to Columbus)

· Bridge disappears after Ice age (no one else is migrating)

· Left the America’s isolated (populated the entire north and south America)

· Traditional Aboriginal creation stories based on oral history (been in the America’s forever – created along with the earth)

Main Focal Points

· Mayans, Aztecs, Incas

· Patterns of Civilization

· Agriculture (securing food source)

· Settlement into larger communities

· Emergence of hierarchies and diversification of social structure, and economy

· Polytheistic beliefs emerge meant to explain the world/ make up for scientific understanding 

· Development of writing/ hieroglyphic (communication)

· Distinct art, architecture. Etc.
· Focus on patterns of development

Big Points

· Had NO contact with established oversea civilizations

· Suggests that human development and progress is not random but natural

· Two separate centers of civilization in the Americas (Central – Mesopotamia and South America)
· Aboriginals of North America, not considered a civilization because they lacked most of the basic characteristics

Maya

· Formal civilization started around 100 CE and reached its peak around 600 CE and faced definite decline after that

· Remarkable architecture (Mayan temples, and innovation ways for structures)

· Agriculture was brutal 

· Lack of technology leaving them with tough conditions

· Centered in the rain forest (animals/insects encroached on there agriculture)

· Impacted their spiritual beliefs (human sacrifices/ blood letting)

· Hierarchy was strict and rigid

· Complex calendar that tracked back hundreds of thousands of years (aligned spiritual beliefs/ agriculture and was very accurate)

· Art dominated by religious beliefs

· Writing was in form of hieroglyphs 

· Lack of technology (massive labor efforts)

Aztecs (most similar to Mesopotamia)

· Massive agricultural efforts relying on slave labor

· A war-like people (placed themselves higher then them)

· More slave labor than the Mayans (based on conquering)

· Belief in sun-gods essential for agriculture which required human blood to survive (20,000 people would be sacrificed at one time)

· Highly oppressive to slaves and lower classes

Inca (most similar to Ancient Egypt)

· Much like Ancient Egypt the ruler was considered to be divine

· They had a centralized state

· Largest political structure in America

· Did mummification for their dead

· Large network of roads

· Less brutal local customs and religions record keeping - QUIPU
Technology

· Behind Europe and Asia in many regards (empirical expansion)

· Development of the wheel used for toys (not for agriculture)

· Lacked metal working (could have made agriculture better and easier)

· In other ways, they were beyond Europe during the same time period

· Low life expectancy, bad irrigation (Europe)

· Advanced in mastery of agricultural practices (sustainable food sources)

· More gender/social equality – refined social structures (ways to deal with conflict)

Comparisons to Europe

· After the DARK AGES

· Intense stagnation (regression)

· No new ideas, old ideas were lost

· Europeans (political institutions) backwards

· Agriculture/trade

New religious dynamics

· Christianity and the Power of the Church

· Christianity was the link between Classical and Post-Classical period

· Becomes the biggest/ most powerful religion

· Explained physical and human nature (CONTINUED FOLLOWING WEEK)
Agriculture/Politics
· People lived on MANORS
· Consisted of Great Lords and Vassals

· Great Lords were LAND LORDS
· Vassals could run a manor BUT owed their allegiance to the Greater Lord

· Vassals provided food, military service and advice

Consequences

- 
The division between manors owned by different appointed Vassals cause little interactions between communities that led to:

· A period of stagnation

· Education declined

· Lessons of the past were lost

· Trade was limited (serfdom was prevalent)

· Technological innovation disappeared

