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Evolution of Western Civilization


Week 4
The Greeks - 3500-2500 BC
Where did they come from?
· European peoples began to form closer communities 

· They were finally catching up to civilizations that had been established in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Africa, India, and China
Foundations of Greece

· Europeans originated from the same place as everyone

· Ended up in different places (due to migration paths)

· Early Europeans became a cluster together

· Later came into contact with more established civilizations

· Began to follow the pattern of other civilizations
Greek Politics

· Had a need for reformation of social organization (just like any large civilization)

· The way they established their social organization still effects us today

· Began with a series of CITY-STATES (similar to Mesopotamia)

· Athens and Sparta’s become the most influential (had very different philosophies)

City- States

· The city-state was known as POLIS
· People in a city-state were known as POLITES
· The City was placed near or on a hillside
· AGORA was a gathering place in the centre of the city
· The ACROPOLIS was a highly fortified citadel and temple, or religious, location
Different styles of Governance
· First ruled by monarchies: KINGS
· An oligarchy: A SMALL GROUP (Sparta and others)

· Democracy-demos: RULED BY PEOPLE (Athens)

· Tyrant: ruled by a self-proclaimed DICTATOR (sometimes would be appointed in times of crisis)
Greek Citizens
· Greek city-states shared common characteristics

· If you were a citizen you were obligated/wanted to participate in “the good life”

· To be a citizen: born in a city-state, family lineage are also citizens, not a female or a slave

Citizen Soldiers

· Obligated to participate in war (when needed)

· Citizen- soldier was known as a HOPLITE
· A group of citizen soldiers was known as PHALANX (several hundreds, joining shields and certain amount of skill needed as well as cooperation

· Survival of the city-state depended on your ability to fight

Sparta and Athens

Sparta

· Military State where an army owned a POLIS

· Brutal discipline

· Men spent most of their lives in the army

· Women raised children and tended the fields

· Both men and women were removed from their families to work

· Ruled by kings in an OLIGARCHY (highest in the hierarchy ruling)

Athens

· City-State that would evolve into a direct DEMOCRACY (ruled by the people)

· Institutions of learning, commerce, art and philosophy

· Men spent time in civic affairs
· Women were masters of the household

Religion

· Greeks were polytheistic in faith based on 12 GODS
· Public buildings would be dedicated to them but politics was still more important
· They had festivals including ceremony, sacrifices, prayer, chanting and dancing with the entire community
· Greeks used religion to understand the world around them
· They tried to break away from the Gods
Economics
· Based on Agriculture

· Olive oil and wine were main exports

· Trade (not as successful)

· Slave trade had almost 100,00 slaves

· Their pottery was the best in the world

Art, Architecture and Philosophy

· Able to follow the progress of this civilization through their art, architecture and philosophy

· Developed the concept of the atom

Philosophy

· Pre-Socratics (those before Socrates)

· Began to question about the gods/goddesses and the world around them

· Believed the four elements: fire, water, air and earth

· They were seeking a more complex understanding of the world

Socrates

· Socratic method: a series of questions to uncover a “truth”
· Influential and still followed until today 

· Put to death for his rejection of deities
· He chose death over exile

