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Evolution of Western Civilization




Week 1 
· We are mapping, exploring, discussion the emergence and PROGRESSION of Western civilization

· Nomads to Agricultural societies are a sign of progress 

· There are arguments for and against the progression of western civilization

· Arguments for: Doomed to repeat history

· Arguments against: Technology, Liberal Democracy

What is civilization?

· Language (writing/ reading/symbols)

· Western civilization refers mostly to western Europe

· Social norms (manners and etiquettes)

· Ethical values (morals)

· Traditional customs (holidays, cultural norms)

· Belief systems

· Government (rules social structure)

· Culture (religion/architecture)

· Economic structure (trading)

· Technology

· Environment management

· Food supply (surplus of food needed)

· Democratic principles

· Capitalism

· Consumerism

· Innovation

Week 2 

Chapter 1: Agriculture and Nomadic Societies

· Make sure you know your timelines!!!

· Count backwards to the year zero (not forward)

	· BC=?

· BCE= Before the Common Era

· AD= Anno Domini- Latin for ‘In the Year of Our Lord’
· CE= Common Era

· Gregorian and Julian Calendar




Early Human History

· Map of Africa
· The discovery of Lucy in (present day) Ethiopia roughly 3.5 million years ago (oldest human like bones to be found)

· Bipedalism (walking with 2 feet) only more ape like
· From there on evolution slowly led to homoerectus (first ancestors to walk upright)

Paleolithic Age – Old Stone Age (2.5 million – 12,000 B.C.E)

· Emergence of Humans

· Split over 1.5 million years and evolved

· First Humans to leave Africa and migrate

· Spiritual rituals are present at this time (use of fire, hunting, acknowledgement of death etc.)

· Spiritual rituals are important because it causes self awareness

· Very crude use of stone tools

· Ice Age begins, ice sheets cover most of the Northern and Southern Hemisphere

Populating the America’s

· Migration from Africa continues among groups

· Beringia bridge theory (crossed Siberia)

· Still much debate 

· Crossed roughly 25,000 years ago 

· Pre-dates Mesopotamia and Egypt

· Crossed through Siberia into BC/Alaska via Ice bridge (land bridge)

· Had no contact with rest of the world

Mesolithic Age – Middle Stone Age (12,000-8,000 B.C.E)

· Progress begins to take shape

· Use of bones for needles and hooks

· Technological advancements are starting to speed up

· More complex tools for hunting

· Tribes lived in huts instead of caves

· Human population shrinks

· 10,000 B.C.E Ice Age ends!

Nomadic Groups/Societies – Who are they?

· First social groupings in Human history

· Distinct societies

· They pre-date agricultural societies and continued

· Some still exist today

· Linkage between many long lasting groups 

· They were travellers

· They expanded economies

Groupings

· Hunter/Gatherers

· Herding Societies (after domestication of animals)

· Moved frequently based on sustainability 

· No concentrated agriculture = lands would be over used and depleted quickly 

· Need huge areas of land

Characteristics

· Tough groups of people

· Had to be very adaptable to changing

· Innovations in warfare

· Invaded forced towards permanent groupings 

· Formed all over the world

· Suggests that there are benefits to sticking in groups

Paleolithic/Mesolithic Ages

· Progress was slow

· Not much time to focus on making things easier (technology)
· Architecture, monuments, writing… were all lacking

· Incredible susceptible diseases when dealing with agricultural societies

· Awareness of death (spiritual rituals)

Neolithic Age – New Stone Age

· Permanent human settlements 

· Increase in the population

· Development of agriculture

· New technologies emerge

Neolithic Revolution

· Took long for the revolution to take hold

· Every society on earth share the same building blocks

· Revolution – meaning something that hasn’t happened before that changes our way of life

Adapting Plants and Animals

· Adapted animals to their needs

· Eventually able to seed plants more permanently and manipulate

· Animals were domesticated (dog, fox etc.)

· The Goat was important because they adapted easily (able to move long distances) – provides milk, hide and meat to humans 

· Goats need more grazing land (pull grass from root) causing their masters to move making them NOMADIC

· The Cow important because they adapt easily and provide milk, clothing and meat for humans 
· Cows grind grass leaving root intact allowing their owners to live in permanent residence resulting in agriculture/farming and urbanization

The Fertile Crescent 
· Mediterranean climate

· Key adaptable plants 

· Key adaptable animals

· Population density which is necessary to maintain agriculture

· The more secured food supply the more the population density increases which will aid agriculture

· Allowed for the spread of agriculture
