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The second reading looked at 18 dyads that would perform computer activities, half of which had teacher interactions while the others did not. Some of the participants in the study had disabilities. 


The positive reinforcement of teachers in the classroom aided by technology was refreshing. The talk of one replacing the other has reached an all time high with the technological boom of recent years. The piece reassures us that both components are better used in unison rather then separately. The analyzing and labeling of the factors concerning social competence was also seen as a strength of this research. Children with disabilities need assistance as they are exposed to everyday life differently. When in front of a computer screen a lot of these disabilities can be aided with ease and can often result that these disparities are overlooked. The overall distribution of the groups which were being studied created an overall uniformity in the groups. This was another strong point of this research as it helps turning hypotheses into facts if the results within similar groups are consistent. The monitoring of children's behavior was well documented and is primordial when doing studies with children as they are not as self aware and capable of expressing their actions as specifically as needed in order to claim any scientifical breakthrough. Establishing and announcing the possibility that 3 outliers of the children with disabilities might have skewed results was honest and well received from my point of view. 

For the weaknesses we saw that the amount of research done was yet again minimal. Bigger groups and more research need to be done in order to make these findings more concrete. They also mention in article that the dyads were used instead of large play groups so this did not represent a classroom accurately. 

Article three is about analyzing the computer usage of about 51 children in Australia. The parents are asked to fill out questionnaires in order to extract information about different facets of the interaction with technology of their child and how they perceive it. This helps in uncovering the importance which the parents place on computer use and the attitudes ( which are mostly positive ) towards using technology with children under certain conditions. 


The results showed that parents were supportive of their children using computers. Unrestricted computer use was clearly something which the parents did not approve of. The parents only saw their company as a mode to monitor the content while being unaware of the positive impact their presence had on their children. 

I found the idea of the sampling being purposive and convenient to narrow down the participants who were being used in the study. Getting contestants who were completely against technology would have garnered extremely negative results and would have derailed the true purpose of the research. The article also touches on the important issues of age, experience / exposure and breath of use in regards to how technology affects individuals. The questionnaires which the researchers used were brief but well constructed. More importantly was that the statistics once the questionnaires had been handed in helped clarify and give some validity to the hypothesis made on use of technology in young children. I also found it inspiring to know that the adults were not reluctant to expose their children to technology. 

The overall research in the field of how technology affects young children was still barren so a lot of the claims which are being made are rather preliminary. The results which were found cannot be generalized because of the rather small sample size. Also letting parents fill out questionnaires about their children can always lead to some answers being falsified. Some of them might be out of touch with their children and not want to divulge information about their children's issues with sadness or anger even though confidentiality has been promised. It is also alarming that the only reason mentioned by parents as to why exposure to technology is useful to prepare for jobs while advantages such as proper integration with modern day peers and hand eye coordination just to name a few of the advantages are not stated. 

All three mention the lack of research in the field of technology and how it affects the lives of younger children.
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