PHI2396B: Final Exam Prep

Bellow you will find questions that will help you to prepare for the final exam.  There will be three sections on the final exam, as there is bellow.  Read the instructions for each section for an indication of the content and expectations for the final exam.  Also, you can use pencil on the final exam, if you wish, since you will not be getting these exams back.  Good luck in your preparation and feel free to email me if you have any questions.

Section One: Short Answer

Bellow are the short answer questions that will appear on the final exam.  You will have to answer 6 of the following questions, and each will be worth 10 marks for a total of 60 marks.

1. Annas uses the precautionary principle to put limits on human cloning.  Explain the precautionary principle and the restriction it places on human cloning according to Annas.

2. Explain the positive/negative distinction as it pertains to genetic engineering.

3. Explain the difference between something being accidentally wrong and it being inherently wrong.

4. Explain how the ‘ought implies can’ principle guides our ability to offer moral prescriptions.

5. By relying on the relevant moral principles/theories explain the two problems Beecher identified with human experimentation.

6. Explain what Annas means by proposing that human cloning is a threat to human uniqueness.
7. Explain at least three of the benefits of cloning fully autonomous human agents identified by Tooley (please note that a clone army is not one of them).

8. Explain Glover’s response to the ‘Playing God’ criticism of positive genetic engineering.  With your explanation be sure to include an explanation of the ‘Playing God’ criticism itself.

9. Explain the genetic supermarket and the problems it is meant to solve in regard to genetic engineering.

Section Two: Human Cloning and Human Experimentation

Bellow you will find possible essay questions on human cloning and human experimentation.  Since these are essay questions you must use the same format as the term papers.  On the final exam you will have to answer one of the following.  It will be worth 30 marks.  Also note that on the final exam one of the following questions will be removed.
1. Annas claims that people have a right not to be cloned.  Tooley disagrees with Annas on this point, proposing that we do not have a right not to be cloned.  Explain the arguments they provide for there respective positions and then argue for the position you agree with.

2. Annas claims that we have a right to ignorance in order to become authentic or autonomous agents.  Tooley disagrees with this position.  Set out their respective arguments for their positions and then argue for the position you agree with.

3. Tooley claims that designing agents through a process of cloning does not threaten their personal autonomy.  Explain what he means by this, and why he holds that it either does not threaten autonomy, or even if it did this would not be a bad thing.  Do you agree with Tooley?  Defend your answer.

4. The notion of ‘clinical equipoise’ is supposed to provide an ethical justification of human experimentation that lines up with its scientific justification.  Hellman proposes that if the physician fulfills his/her obligations to the patient, then human experimentation cannot be ethically justified.  Explain clinical equipoise and Hellman’s criticism of it based on patient-centred care.  Do you agree with Hellman?  Defend your answer.
Section Three: Animal Experimentation and Genetic Engineering

Bellow you will find possible essay questions on animal experimentation and genetic engineering.  Since these are essay questions you must use the same format as the term papers.  On the final exam you will have to answer one of the following.  It will be worth 30 marks.  Also note that on the final exam one of the following questions will be removed.

1. Singer argues against animal experimentation on the grounds that moral equality cannot be based on factual equality and that animals do possess one quality that is essential to having moral rights.  Explain his arguments for these claims.  Do you agree with Singer?  Defend your answer.

2. Cohen argues that not only do we have a right to experiment on animals, but even stronger we have an obligation to do such.  Explain the arguments he relies on to establish his position.  Do you agree with Cohen?  Defend your answer.

3. Glover considers three utilitarian objections to genetic engineering.  Explain at least two of these utilitarian objections and Glover’s responses to them.  Do you agree with Glover or the utilitarian objections?  Defend your position.
4. Goering proposes that the Veil of Ignorance can be used to deal with certain problems with making decisions about genetic engineering.  Sneddon criticizes the ability to rely on the Veil of Ignorance to make such decisions.  Explain why, and how, Goering uses the Veil of ignorance to deal with decisions about genetic engineering.  Explain also Sneddon’s criticism of Groering’s position.  Argue for the position you agree with.
