Ethics and Social Research
· Ethical concerns in scientific research gained importance after the 1950s
· Response to
· Medical experimentation on humans
· Experiments on solders/civilians by Nazi Germany
· 1970s Bad Blood scandal 
· 1957-64 CIA-funded LSD studies at McGill
· Social experiments post-WWII attempting to explain violence in humans
· Stanford prison experiment
· Milgram’s electric shock experiment

Ethics Review
· Tri-Council Policy Statement (TCPS 2)
· SSHRC – Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council of Canada
· CIHR – Canadian Institutes of Health Research
· NSERC – Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada
· Research Ethics Boards - review research to make sure it’s ethical
· Professional ethics codes

Basic Principles of Ethical Research
· Voluntary participation 
· Informed consent
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Avoid harm (physical/psychological) to participants
· Avoid use of deception unless necessary
· Ensure privacy/protect identity
· Confidentiality/anonymity
· Consider vulnerabilities

Voluntary Participation
· People should not be forced to participate in a study
· They should be informed that their participation is strictly voluntary
· Problematic when deception is used/research is concealed
· Researchers try to obtain informed consent from their participants
· Often asked to sign a consent form

Physical Harm
· Studies causing physical harm are rare
· Common ethical principle: researchers should not cause physical harm regardless of voluntary participation
· Even if the study doesn’t directly cause harm, it needs to be safe (e.g. location of the study must be safe, etc)
· Even the researchers/assistants shouldn’t be in danger
· Researchers should attempt to anticipate resulting physical harm


Psychological Harm
· May result from stress, embarrassment, anxiety-provoking/unpleasant situations
· In general, psychological harm should be avoided
· If a study may cause anxiety/emotional discomfort
· Research benefits must outweigh risks
· Precautions must be taken to minimize harm and avoid unnecessary stress
· High-risk populations screened out
· Risks must be disclosed

Deception
· Generally discouraged
· Sometimes necessary to conceal the researchers identity/research purpose from those being studied 
· Common in experimental design
· Needs to be justified
· Immediately debrief subjects after deceit is used

Ensuring Respondent’s Privacy
· Anonymity
· Guarantee that both the researcher/person reading the study cannot identify a given response with a given subject
· E.g. anonymous surveys
· May increase the likelihood of honest/accurate answers
· Confidentiality
· Offered when a research can identify an individual’s responses but guarantees not to do so publically
· E.g. using pseudonyms when displaying results
· Be careful when providing a great amount of detail as to not give away who the informant is
· Russel Ogden case
· Criminology MA student at SFU studying assisted suicide amongst HIV/AIDS patients
· Promised participants full confidentiality
· Subpoenaed to disclose information to police and threatened with contempt of court 
· First researcher in Canada to have researcher-participant privilege recognized






Consider Vulnerabilities
· Researchers must have respect for the vulnerabilities of individuals/groups within particular contexts
· People who lack power/the ability to give truly voluntary consent
· Movement away from “vulnerable populations” to “vulnerabilities” that may depend on the context
· When researching groups with vulnerabilities, the benefits must significantly outweigh potential harm to subjects
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