Example: Vaccine Panic
· Purported link between childhood vaccinations (MMR) and autism
· 1998 paper in the Lancet medical journal was retracted
· Confidence in vaccinations was damaged

Sources of Knowledge
· Authority: doctors say vaccinations are safe
· Tradition: vaccines have been around since the 18th century
· Common sense: companies spend a lot of money on vaccines so they’re safe
· Media myth: heard celebrity say vaccines are dangerous
· Direct experience: family is vaccinated and they’re fine
· Scientific: study linking MMR to autism has been retracted

Science
· Scientific processes distinguish social research from other ways of forming knowledge
· Scientists gather data using specialized techniques
· They use the data to support/reject theories
· Data are the empirical evidence gathered according to specific rules/procedures – quantitative or qualitative
· Empirical evidence refers to observations that people experience through senses

Scientific Community
· Professional community of people who practice science and share techniques, training, ethical principals, norms, and behaviours
· People outside the core scientific community also use scientific research techniques
· Plays an important role in evaluating research
· Peer review
· Oral presentations for feedback
· Send manuscript to a scholarly journal
· Single blind review – more common in natural sciences
· Author doesn’t know reviewer’s identity
· Double blind review – common in sociology
· Author/reviewer don’t know other’s identity
· Triple blind review
· Author doesn’t know reviewer’s identity and reviewer/editor doesn’t know author’s identity
· Decisions
· Reject
· Revise and Resubmit (R&R)
· Accept


Steps in the research process
· 1. Select topic
· 2. Focus question
· 3. Design study
· 4. Collect data
· 5. Analyze data
· 6. Interpret data
· 7. Inform others

Idiographic vs. Nomothetic Models of Explanations
· Idiographic
· Idio: unique/separate; scope of explanation limited to a single case at hand
· More exhaustive, contains a lot of info
· Tries to fully understand the causes of what happened in a particular instance/case
· Most often qualitative data is most appropriate
· E.g. why did you come to UBC?
· Nomothetic
· Explains a class of situations rather than a single one
· Uncovers general patterns of cause and effect
· Greatest amount of explanation with the fewest number of causal variables
· Model is inevitably probabilistic in its approach to causation
· Naming a few considerations seldom provides a complete explanation for complex behaviours  settles for partial, non-exhaustive explanations
· Quantitative and aggregate data is often more appropriate
· [bookmark: _GoBack]E.g. what are the main reasons people choose UBC?
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