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This cross-cultural study was conducted in order to find and compare the learning styles and multiple intelligences of students from two different cultures; Taiwanese and Kuwaiti backgrounds. This study was created because “English is the main second language being studied in the world today with an estimated 235 million L2 learners” (Wu, S.H., Alrabah S.). In addition, teachers are realizing that certain teaching methods such as simply getting students to read a textbook will not suit the needs of all learners. Both groups of students were Freshmen-level studying EFL in either Taiwan or Kuwait. This study wanted to identify the dominant learning styles and multiple intelligences that appeared in each group so that curriculum and teaching methods could be changed to meet the general profiles of each group. To obtain data, a survey was created. It contained two parts: 1) to assess the preferred learning styles of the group 2) to assess the preferred multiple intelligences preferred in each group. As noted in the text, “learning style” refers to “an individual’s natural, habitual, and preferred way of absorbing, processing and retaining new information and skills” (Oxford, 1998). The different types of learning styles seen in this study vary. The first section of the results focus on the ways that learners use their physical senses to study. This includes “visual learners” who prefer the use of videos for example, which the Taiwanese and Kuwaiti group scored highest on. Also in this category are “aural learners” and “kinesthetic learners”. The second section focuses on how the students deal with other people; extroversion or introversion. Both groups fell into the extroverted category meaning that they enjoy social and interactive activities. Section 3 focuses on how the students handle decision-making. The Taiwanese group showed a preference for intuitive learning whereas the Kuwaiti group showed that they used both intuitive and concrete-sequential learning. Section 4 was related to how the students approach tasks. This refers to a close-structured working environment, which both groups preferred, where they are given direct instructions to complete a task, or an open discovery oriented one. Section 5 consisted of how the learners deal with ideas. This can be through the global learning style, where students communicate and try to get to the main idea (that both groups preferred) compared to the analytical style. 
As for multiple intelligences, these 8 were evaluated according to Gardner’s theory: visual, interpersonal, musical, linguistic, logical, intrapersonal, kinesthetic and naturalist. The Taiwanese group ranked high on both visual and interpersonal intelligences whereas Kuwait students ranked high on interpersonal intelligence. It was very clearly noted by the authors that the relationship between intelligences are more important than the mean totals. In other words, neither group has a “stronger or better intelligence than the other” (Wu, S.H., Alrabah S.).The final table in the study looks at the relationship between the dominant multiple intelligences and learning styles in both the Taiwanese and Kuwait groups. The final conclusion of this study found that the survey given to each group was consistent on both their learning styles and multiple intelligences. 
I have learned that depending on the different cultures one grows up in, learning styles and intelligence profiles vary. Moreover, by pin pointing the strengths and weaknesses of each group that ESL teachers are working with can improve the students’ ability to learn English. This can consist of adapting curriculum and using appropriate teaching strategies to better the learning process for all. As noted by the authors, I also agree that this study should be used everywhere by ESL (and other) teacher’s in order to design appropriate teaching strategies for their students. 
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