[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_3][bookmark: _WNTabType_2]Christian Practices & Observances	12-09-29 3:38 PM
All the followers of Jesus were Jewish and so was Jesus himself. 
Different Jewish Sects: Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots, Sicarii, Christians. 
So many people claimed to be the Messiahs, when Rome was ruling Judiah. They were each killed off by the Romans.  

Jesus of Nazareth was born in 4 BCE in the Galilee. He was critical of Judaism although he was Jewish himself. He was performing miracles. He was born of a virgin. He went to observe Passover in Jerusalem. He protested and is arrested by the Romans. He was executed the next day. He was killed in the traditional Roman way of death… Crucifixion. You die of suffocation when you’re crucified.   Three days later, he was raised from the dead by God. Followers of Jesus kept following him after he died. 
Paul: Apostle to the Gentiles = diaspora Jew – the risen Jesus came to him as he was on his way to Damascus to persecute Christians – therefore his name changes from Apostle to Paul (divine encounter with God?!) – so he stops persecuting and becomes a champion of Christ followers’ movement – he was arrested and executed on his way to Spain -  JEWISH FOLLOWER OF JESUS – he is doing this travelling 40-50 CE
Gentiles – no circumcision and no food restrictions!

Christianities
Gnostics / Docetics – form on knowledge
Jesus only appeared to be human 
Anti-flesh/anti-material
Marcion – argued that the world was created by an evil God (JEWISH GOD)
Demiurges (evil) were behind creation, Judaism, and the Hebrew Bible
Rejected Gospel of Matthew from his cannon
Orthodoxy (proper belief) and Heresy (wrong belief)

Imperial Christianity 
Constantine was Roman emperor 306-37 CE – he had a dream before a battle with the sign of Labarum and Chi Rho – he puts it on his battle stand and he wins – he issues Edict of Milan 313 CE – it made Christianity legal in Roman Empire – Christianity grows exponentially - 
Christians with armies and power as history shifted

Debates and Creeds
4th century - Arius from Alexandria believed that Jesus was not eternal but created
That Jesus was homoi-ousion; similar substance to God
Athanasius, from Alexandria, argued that Jesus always existed but wasn’t revealing himself
That Jesus was homo-ousion; same substance as God – son of God
Nicene creed established the concept of Trinity – Nicea = co-equal Father, Son of God, and Holy Spirit – co-eternal and co-substantial 
Ideas about Mary – Theotokos = bearer of God… Christotokos = bearer of Christ (Bishop of Constantinople  leads to theological development of the Immaculate Conception in 1854 – Mary was born without sin immaculately 
Jesus was fully human and fully divine – Nestorius argued that he had two persons in him (human and divine) and that only the human part was born and the divine part was coeternal – 
Monophysites opposed Nestorius – human element of Jesus was completely swallowed up into the divine one, he had one nature. 
Council of Chalcedon, 451 – compromise between Rome and Constantinople – Jesus was one person (mono) but with both human and divine natures in him – important point in Christian history because it’s the high point of Christian dialogue – mostly important for eastern orthodox 
The next great political event is the FALL OF ROME – happens over a century – declared gone in 476 CE – this opens a power vacuum that changes Christianity greatly as there is no longer a roman empire or an emperor – there is church however – universal catholic church (has a Roman bishop) 
Holy Roman Emperor – bringing together of the church and the empire! Any resistance to him becomes as resistance against the church (kind of like resistance to God himself) – religion and politics brought together inseparably
The Roman bishop starts to extend missions – he becomes powerful and wealthy – this results in two historical things:
Crusades (aka movements) – mostly about Christian imperialism and about internecine debate (debates in the same house, same religion)
637CE Jerusalem fell to Umar 
1010CE The Church of the Holy Sepulcher was burned down by Muslims
1071CE – Turkish muslims persecuted Christians in Jerusalem 
1095CE – first of many Crusades – happened because of Muslim persecution of Christians – they went and fought – only reasonable and legible crusade because the rest were mostly about taking land
1099 CE – Crusaders win back Jerusalem (they lose it again in 1187 to Muslims) 
Split between East and West in 1054 – between the bishop of Rome and Bishop of Constantinople – the Bishop of Rome excommunicates the Bishop of Constantinople over theological disagreement – the disagreement was over the word FILIOQUE CLAUSE – the bishop of Constantinople refused to say, “Holy Spirit, God, and Son” because he believes everything derived from God and refused to say that in their creed but the Bishop of Rome wanted to add it
Keep in mind the West spoke Greek and the East spoke Latin 
Cyril (829-69CE) missionizes by learning THEIR language and preaching to them in their own language which had a fantastic result – vernacular! They made a new alphabetic based on Greek letters, CYRILLIC ALPHABET (Russian)
7th century Debate – Iconoclasts vs. Iconodules – debate over whether its okay to use religious pictures or icons (of Jesus, for instance) in worship – The iconodules believed it was okay because they weren’t worshipping the pictures, rather they’re helping the worship, whereas the iconoclasts SMASHED THE ICONS; they thought that it was idolatry (worshipping something other than God) – the Iconodules won  

Social History: 
15th century – Europe is in the  midst of social and technological change
Urbanization – increasing tendency of people moving to cities – makes people more liberal and more accepting because they are open-minded and learn more as they come more into contact with cultural difference and exchange of ideas
Literacy – people are more literate, education is becoming prevalent, and people are more interested in reading – so they read the Bible! However, churches are not allowing them to have the Bible to read – especially since translating and owning the Bible was illegal!
Growth of vernacular languages – Latin was the language for the catholic church – other languages (vernaculars) were starting to develop
Printing press (1456) – invention of printing press – shift in technology resulting in social shifts! 

Martin Luther (1483-1546CE) – Catholic Priest
Corruption in Rome 
Exploitation of Northern European churches
Indulgences – selling to the rich to build buildings
95 Theses of Luther (1517CE)
The theses were posted to the door of the church in Wittenberg
Direct challenge and refutation of many Catholic ideas 

Martin’s Ideas
Sola fie/sola gratia – by faith alone/by grace alone – humans can do nothing to affect salvation – humans were saved by God’s grace alone and by faith alone and you don’t EARN it by buying or by doing good
Sola scriptura – by scripture alone – all practice and belief must be found in scripture – this separates prodestant Christianity and catholic Christianity – different groups in the 3 religions believe this:
Jewish Karaites – believe that God revealed in scripture  - the Talmud was rejected by them
Christian Lutherans
Muslim Wahhabis – anything that comes after the Quran has no legitimacy 


Diet of Worms
Charges – 1521CE
Excommunication – rendered him unsavable by God
Political subversion -  since his protest was not just theological but political as well
Diet of Worms was his trial

Effects of Luther’s protests
Protestant reformation
Local authority = multiple splintering into different types of Christianity 
Calvin/Calvinism
Presbyterianism 
Anabaptists
Mennonites
Puritans
Quakers
Baptists 
He thought anyone can have the level of connection a pope has with God
People were starting to interpret scripture in their own way and start different kinds of protestant Christianity 
Council of Trent – 1545-1563 – counter reformation – they took away indulgences but it was too little too late for reconciliation 

Anglicanism 
Henry VII King of England – he decided that he wanted to divorce one of his wives and the Catholic Church didn’t’ allow divorce so the Pope said no 
That is why the Church of England broke away from the Roman Catholic Church – over divorce
1534 CE - 
The Americans call the Anglicans “Episcopaleans”
Some Anglican churches are very liberal whereas there are some conservative ones

Modern Catholicism
Vatican II – 1962-1965 – the last time the council revisited different aspects of Catholic theology - It was done to modernize of some Catholic practices, not others – for instance, they didn’t want to worship in Latin anymore – it also allowed the Minister, Pope, etc, to stand facing the congregation with his back to the Cross and Jesus 
Infant Baptism – since humans are born sinful, baptizing babies would allow them to go to heaven if they die as babies – Catholicism no longer believes this
Ecumenical - this Vatican also reached out to other religions as it ended praying against Jews, and it now recognizes Judaism as an actual religion not to be prosecuted – and it also recognized protestants and that they can go to heaven too

[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle][bookmark: _WNTabType_0]Christian History	12-09-29 3:38 PM

The New Testament: Genre – can be arranged chronologically or canonically (genre order): Gospels, Acts, Letters, Apocalypse. 
Gospels – Gospel = euangelion = good news. Second in order after Letters. A form of biography (interested in getting into the character psychologically and not mostly interested in facts) –  persuades people to emulate the character/hero – teaches virtue - the following don’t make a claim of authorship:
Matthew – 80-90CE – synoptic gospel (meaning they look extremely similarly to one another)
Mark – 66-72CE  – synoptic gospel (earliest written gospel)
Luke – 80-90CE – synoptic gospel
John – 90-100CE – fourth gospel – looks profoundly different – different life and itinerary of Jesus (different depiction) – in this gospel, Jesus dies after Passover – this is known as the spiritual gospel - 
Acts – one act in New Testament – no authorial claim – an act is a series of narratives of figures (not Jesus) in early Christianity - 
Name of the Book: Acts of the Apostles (apostles being Peter & Paul) – the act represents the realization in Christianity that the end (Judgment day? Apocalypse?) is not exactly near
The Gospel of Luke and Acts likely have the same author
First “history of the church”
Talks about the transition of the gospel from Jerusalem (where it opens) to Rome (where it closes) – Paul’s travel
Letters – 
Letters of Paul – come first in this section – 50-55CE – this date means that everything Paul has done and his life was done before the destruction of the Second Temple. His letters say nothing about Jesus – his interest was mostly in the RESURRECTION (not in the historical teaching, living Jesus) Paul is most likely a Jew for following a Jewish Messiah.
Paul was focusing on cities. 3 categories. 
Undisputed letters – no one questions that they’re Paul’s
1 Thessalonians
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians 
Galatians
Philippians
Philemon
Romans
Disputed Letters: 
2 Thessalonians
Colossians,
Ephesians
Deutero - Pauline Letters – someone writing in Paul’s name
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Hebrews (no author)
James (brother of Jesus)
Peter (2) (Chief of disciples) 
John (3) (Chief of disciples)
Jude 
Apocalypse -  one – “John of Patmos” is the claimed author – 
Name of the book:  Revelation 
Something is revealed to a Seer – sometimes a Seer gets to see Heaven (tour of heaven) 
Other times what’s revealed to a Seer is the future – to tell the people to hold firm to their faith because God will eventually intervene to save His community 
Cosmic battle between forces of good (Jesus) and forces of evil (Satan)
Rapture – precedes the Apocalypse – certain people are taken up (133,000 people) to avoid the Apocalypse 

The Great Theologians – Key Christian Thinkers.
Augustine (354-430CE)
Augustine was a convert to Christianity. 
Manichean/Manichaeism – follower of manichy – had a distinct view of the world – manickies believe in dualism (no grey area in between anything, no middle ground) – Augustine brought this into Christianity and became extremely influential for the development of the Catholic Church –
Human guilt, sin – they punish themselves for being made of flesh (which is not good, compared to the spirit world) and  punish their body or withhold things from it (food, even air) – very negative view of humanity and human nature – darkly pessimistic (goes back to Augustine and then the New Testament and Paul) 
Graeco-Roman Philosophy – explicit introduction of philosophy in Christianity and comes up with 7 virtues -  added three to Aristotle from the New Testament 
7 Christian virtues: wisdom, temperance, courage, justice (from Plato), faith, hope, and love (from the New Testament) 
Reason vs. revelation -  theological debate – 
Anselm (1033-1109) – scholastic thought – argued that you can only rely on the human intellect to a certain degree – “philosophy is the handmade of theology” – philosophy works at the service of theology – you can only use human intellect to serve revelation 
“I believe so that I may understand” – revelation and belief comes first – philosophy and knowledge are subservient to revelation 
Ontology = the study of being – God just IS – God exists because he must – there can be no greater thing in the universe than God – ontological argument – there’s a God because there’s a God – it’s inconceivable 
Thomas Aquinas (1225-74) – 5 proofs for the existence of God:
First Proof: The argument from motion – that nothing can move itself – things are in motion, meaning they have been SET in motion by something else – there cannot be infinite regress (where there’s no beginning) – there has to be a beginning to set something in motion and to start this chain reaction – thus, there must be an unmoved mover, called God 
Second Proof: causation of existence – some things are created by other things – nothing can create itself – no infinite regress – uncaused cause, called God – everything has a cause and is caused by something before it, and God is the uncaused cause.
Third Proof: Contingent and Necessary Objects – contingent beings are caused – not every being can be contingent – there must exists a being which is necessary to cause contingent beings – this necessary being is God – necessary objects MUST exist, can’t not exists – everything else is contingent (doesn’t have to exist) – he argued if everything was contingent, then basically nothing would exist – one necessary thing in the world is GOD
Fourth Proof: the argument from degrees and perfection – recognize degrees of beauty, truth, goodness, knowledge, etc. – in order to have these degrees, the perfect form of these things must also exist – these perfections are contained in God – we can rank things in order – he argued that the only way we can do that if there was an epitome for these sorts of things – the perfect form of those things is God, against which everything is compared 
Fifth Proof: the argument from intelligent design – universe works in such a way that suggests an intelligent designer – he borrowed this idea from Seneca (German philosopher?) – intelligent designer designed the universe 

Logic – what Aquinas was arguing was not logic – he thought was observing the world around him rationally and coming to reasonable conclusion but it’s not logic, it’s theologic (thinking logic religiously) – logic works through a series of observations and conclusions uninvested with what the conclusion will be – he’s presupposing the existence of God, that’s why it’s not logic.

Theology 
Monotheism – believe in a God who is present and loving but punishing and disciplinary 
Trinity – God has three inseparable parts – three manifestations that are one entity (not three gods):
Father
Son (Jesus)
Holy Spirit
Incarnation – God becoming meat (flesh) - makes the above idea possible – critical element of how Christians understand their God and Jesus – Christians encounter their God in Jesus, because they believe he is the incarnation of God – God taking human flesh form – not multiple Gods! That is why it is so important to Christians that Jesus died and was actually born
Nicea (325) 
Sin
Humans are inherently sinful? Or do they simply sin?
The original sin – humans are BORN sinful – impossible in Christianity to be FREE OF SIN (ONLY JESUS) – the cost of sin is death – sin ruins everything 
The fall – when humanity fell – with the fall of Adam and Eve – how sin enters humanity – producing the notion of ORIGINAL SIN  
The solution = Jesus 
Salvation 
Sin leads to eternal death
Salvation = eternal life (after death) – avoidance of death – resurrection at the end of time! 
Sacrifice to end all sacrifices – Jesus was the last sacrifice, all that God had needed, his own son – investing your faith in Jesus is participating in that final sacrifice – Jesus took all the sins of humanity with him  
Assumed sins of humanity
Resurrection conquers death for all – Jesus does this by rising
Christianity is considered orthodoxic = correct thought/belief/faith 

Christianity problem texts:
1 – Timothy 2:11-15
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Revelation 2:20-23

Practices and Rituals
            - Building: Church, Parish, Chapel, Cathedral, Basilica.
Back when Christianity was an illegal religion, Christians worshipped at house churches in each others’ homes
Cathedral – a church where a Bishop sits – often has a distinct shape – long with a transept – ceiling kind of looks like a cross  
Basilica – site of pilgrimage – honour designation 
Meet once a week for a formal worship – Sundays
Eucharist – the meal “to give thanks”, for which early Christians used to meet – representation of the last supper that Jesus had with his disciples – eat bread and drink grape wine – catholics do this every Sunday. 
Once/Week or Once/Year
When the bell rings, the bread is no longer bread, it’s the body of Jesus
Catholic Transubstantiation vs. Protestant  Transubstantiation – in catholic churches, the cross will almost ALWAYS have a body on it (focus on the suffering) – in a protestant church, the cross will have nothing on it (focus on the resurrection and the joy in that) – no bibles in Catholic churches (they have missals) 
No ritualistic prayer
Hymns – songs to God
Readings from scripture
Sermon – a lecture on scripture with some moral component 
Liturgy – very important in Catholic churches – very orderly 
of the word – reading scripture – about speech/text
of the Eucharist – preparation of bread and wine
Priest are catholic vs. Minister, a regular person who’s trained.
Sacraments – when God himself becomes present
Catholics 
Eucharist and Baptism, Confession (confessing sins to a priest), Confirmation (young Catholic boys/girls become adults, by dressing up in that way), ordination of clergy (where someone officially becomes a Priest!), Last Rites (when you think you might die  the point is to bring you back from death), and Marriage.
Protestants (practice the above but don’t consider them sacraments) 
Eucharist and Baptism – protestants practice the others 
No confession as Luther got rid of it (because it’s not in the Bible)
Baptism is the most common ritual marking one’s conversion into Christianity 

Holy Days/Periods – Easter
The Christian calendar is 99% solar except for Easter, as it follows the lunar calendar – Jesus died during Passover in Jerusalem so it wouldn’t make sense to have his death on a solar calendar while Passover is fluctuating according to the Jewish lunar calendar
Remembers the passion and celebrates the resurrection of Jesus – passion = “to suffer” in Greek – it refers to the literal suffering of his death and torture
Lent = 6 week period preceding Easter – where Christians are preparing to participate in the death and suffering of Jesus – period of emotional preparation and seriousness for this extremely troubling and disturbing event 
Christians withhold from themselves some form of pleasure (giving up sex, chocolate, smoking, etc.) – they are also encouraged to do something kinder (being less judgmental, help the poor, etc.)
Catholics are supposed to feel intense guilt and suffering 
Christians usually don’t eat meat due to INCARNATION (because Jesus was MEAT and in order to eat the meat, something or some animal had to die)
Ash Wednesday – first day of Lent , ( Last one: March 5, 2014). 
Mardi Gras – the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (Fat Tuesday) – ANYTHING GOES 
Good Friday: day of Jesus’ death (April 18, 2014) - Jesus is hidden off the cross with a blanket but revealed again on Easter Sunday - 
Easter Sunday – April 20, 2014 – resurrection of Jesus
Bunny and Eggs – celebrating pagan festival and fertility – rabbits are extremely fertile – the egg is a symbol of fertility also, as life comes from eggs – 
Chocolate – after lent 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oestre – the goddess 
40 days after Easter – Feast of Ascension (May 29, 2014) – celebrate the RISING of Jesus from Earth into Heaven – he stayed on Earth to establish his church – showed himself to some people 
50 days after Easter – Pentecost (June 8, 2014) – Holy Spirit was sent down to Earth to connect communities 

Christmas
Advent – 4 preceding Sundays – preparing for the birth of Jesus – focus on scriptures Christians believe predicted Jesus’ arrival. ( Last one started: Dec 1, 2013).
Christmas – Dec. 25 (Eastern Orthodoxy, Jan 7) – NOT HIS BIRTHDAY – nobody knows when he’s born – the Catholic church just made it a day to celebrate his birth
Feast of Saturnalia / Sol Invictus – a festival that was already celebrated at this day – celebrating winter solstice since Jesus is the light of the world anyway, and celebrate the lessening darkness 
Protestants that don’t celebrate Easter would probably refuse to celebrate Christmas as well 
In the 17th century, protestant outlawed Christmas (because it was associated with Catholics) 
Feast of Epiphany (Jan 6) – In the West, ends the Christmas season (12 days of Christmas) – celebrates the arrival of the wise men – The magi
The East celebrates the Baptism of Jesus – marks Jesus as the son of God
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