Le Guin, A Wizard of Earthsea

· Have to grow in order to handle and control life and it’s conflicts
· Looks at universal truths with symbols
· Set in pre-industrial bc why need magic if you have technological advances
· 1st page of “island of gont ... for wizard”
tells you ending in beginning
plot is not focus here, character development is
Initiation story
· Set up concept of hero for Quest
· 3rd person narrator
· Almost dreamlike
· Pg.4 first glimpse of power ‘then she saw...friends’
· Everyone wants is power
· Vulnerability is where power comes in
· Leads to corruption and more vulnerability
· Knowledge more important than power
· Kid has to be innovative and think outside of the box
· Harder you struggle , tighter the gap closes
· What drives Ged, what pursues him? Fear Pride Power
· tries to do something good by saving berry’s son, Learn how to resist
· Shadow not flesh “spirit, not alive, unnamed, no being, not short, not created of old powers, unlife” bodiless, timeless, placeless, lightless
· not in habit of relying on others due to childhood. 
· Chp 1 defend village, driven his wants to defend self and people
· Chp 5 confronting Drogon, sacrifices own self interest 
· His study of drogon and shadow intertwined... stone of Terrenon affecting him since start 
· Not actually good vs. evil
· Ged could be evil, when wind is blowing , forbidden to go there
· P.120 come on touch the stone
· constant struggle
· Ged knows that “here i am ogion”, my fear is driving me, power is pushing on his fear, more awareness every time allusions him to have power
· He has to stop fighting, the knife, to stop the energy flow to the specimen
· “if you don’t come back to source, you’ll have no control over what’s going on”, shouldn’t have left ogion, roke island
· Mistakes Ged made which make him himself
· Everyone wants Superiority, attention
· Day break= life vs. death : archetype
· Anyone who is trying to grow will confront shadow, everything unknown, dark parts
· Headed for self-protection
· Not good vs. evil, doesn’t balance
· Repress it and will comeback to bite you
       causes you to need approval of others
          areas that youre blind to
· Why does shadow get lose , why possess people, why chase Ged
· Shadow represents unconsciousness: your conscious can affect people and yourself if gone crazy
· If you ignore conscious
· Dunny Defending village , ged defending tornings, G battles shadow to defend ESea
· Tempted by winches daughter. By jasper to show power, by drogon to get shadow name, by serret to touch the stone + become powerful
· Self experience and knowledge increases
· Wiser in temptation
· Hero’s still have temptation
· Not G vs. Evil : this is what power does
· If you don’t know yourself , how can u tap into urself to get power
· Initiation story: your identity based only on your past experiences
· Pg. 23 ‘Ged understood he was reacting in darkness’ someone manipulating him from start
















Atwood, “The Resplendent Quetzal”

Characters: 
Edward:                                                                                                      Sarah:
· Logical , likes travel                                                                       snobbish/vain
· Teacher                                                                                           suicide?
·  Passive, denies and ignores(S)                                                     superficial/ judgemental
· Optimistic. Enjoys life                                                                   conservative/ paranoid
· Ambition, enduring of Sarah                                                          condescending towards Ed
· Likes children, acts like child(S)                                                 jealous of Ed’s interests/ feel replaced
· Not childlike (E)                                                                         Indifferent
· Fantasy world                                                                                  Impervious
· Faithful? Dependent                                                                     passive aggressive
· Insecure                                                                                            has more power (E)
· Lack of understanding why she changed (S)                                      Controlling (E)                   
· Innocent naive , think not care abt anything(hopelessness)(S)          Likes attention
· Not understanding S is traumatized (S)                                               doesn’t call self beautiful, concerned with appearances
· Dramatic irony                                                                                   ADD?
· Annoying (S)                                                                                       manipulative
· Angry, non confronting                                                                     fantasizes 
                                                                            
Conflict
· Money, E’s job, S feels neglected/ignored, E thinks S despises him, loss of baby, E always feels wrong (umbrella)
· Lack of cmn, gender roles
· Both are same person set things up to show differences rather than similarities but still same
· When to close to emotion, both revert back to bashing e/other pg. 275 # 35
· Would sarah find it painful if didn’t impact her past, meaning at one point she cared for these things, had meaning 
· Pg. 276 #60 ed still has faith when talking about birds, magical world view, hopeful
· Taking about women: E needs something new every time
· Dropped out, teaching certificate, had commitment (unemotional aspect turning upside down, E=stone, S=emotional)
· Ed worshipped baby (in love with new next thing, S becomes chalice bc of baby)
· E doesn’t love S, loves idea of her
· Their views of e/o are wrong, see bad in e/o idea in head
· S feels abandoned by E, doesn’t leave insecure, and control. Feel safe w/ E + following rules: someone who is terrified of life, feels so unsafe and insecure needs control

Symbols:
· King kong, Madonna, Birds+ watching them, bible, holy grail, sacrificial well victims, fertility gods rituals, Chalice (S’s baby), Christ child, Wise men missing head, Santa, Flintstone, Mary Joseph and baby,
· Same level of pop culture and religious figures
· Sacrificing + victimization, Both see selves as victims
· Did someone push them into it or did they jump in well
· A quest: bird watching a holy grail and wise men :looking for selves
· S stuck on quest of security
· E immobilized
· Coming of age: E- adulthood, stays like a child
· He depends on her being in control: pg. 279 # 84
· S not willing to confide in e and let him take control
· Needs honesty courage trust and let go of pride, 



















MacLeod, “The Boat”

· Dies on last day
· If suicide, wasn’t happy
· I’ll stay with u till you die, If dad gone obligation gone
· Tone of overall story : if boy free
· Past is alive in boy
· If father died, must feel like he caused it, death of family traditions, mom all alone, feels like she resents him
· Sacrifice: element of protection “i wasn’t free, i will make sure u r”, boy gains responsibility
· Coming of age: boat: age brings understanding of significance, loss of innocence to experience, idealistic to realistic 
· Decisions b/w : family obligations, individual future, finding identity, expectations
· Community: absorbed and defined by community vs. individual: choice, freedom, difference, cutting off and rebellion
·  Dad made choice for son, no matter what he does, always unhappy, faced with ambiguity
· “During the winter” : tried to Come of age at 15 states responsibility of young man from irresponsible child
· Telling dad it’s my decision , i love school but youre sick and need help,
· Boy is future of family
· Both sacrifice self for each other
· Sacrifice: ideal feature of being a man
· Is from loving caring family: can be weakness, everyone expected to care for e/o , a love bond
· Boy growing up seeing father differently : sacrifice
· Willing to sacrifice for father
· Followed appropriate path for self, has consequences, no win situation
· Why no grey area? Can only be one or other views clash
· Macleod describes  environment not people, dad mom polar opposites
· Mother: order , rigidity, practical, physically fits tradition, thrives
not willing to sacrifice own life for kids an dad, but expects them to sacrifice for her own good, cuts them off
· Dad: creative, chaos, easygoing, life of the mind, does not fit, surviving and enduring, room is solid rock of opposition being passive not aggressive, somewhat manipulative
· Swift from I to you: hardest moments, hard to deal with nov. 21st and moms loneliness
· Says it as if still happening present tense
· ‘please help me deal with this’ painful individuality to communit

King, “Borders”
· Son is a source of comedy
· Why son not affected by situation
· Son doesn’t know about own culture, hes 12, too complex, not relevant
· Not just some of humour, but @ his age he’s alive, and responding to being alive

Categories:
· Mom: staying true to identity
· Son: learning from mom + incorporated in Canadian culture
adv.  Pov. That doesn’t matter vs. it matters
· Sense of identity can go through different phrases
· Your identity is fiction but needs it..
· We categorize what show about your selves

· Gap b/w what person telling vs. what we actually feel
· Gap b/w writer and narrator
· Line is artificial, boundaries set up for own conveniences + set upon place and identities
· 1) pride 2) borders: artificial concept 
· 1)Pride: she did real good mom proud of lateitia, L says tell story over and over again, how easy is it for someone to leave and become successful? Not really
· Create boundaries: refuses boundaries being imposed on self
· Water tower: don’t put value on superficial stuff
· 2) not listening, cmn problems/ patterns, passive aggressive 
· “mother would stiffen” –stiffen up bc she knows what will happen at border “the dressing up and supplies for days”
· Both mom and son don’t want to be considered American, identify more w/ Canadian side
· 3)  Identification (essence)- naming not necessarily accurate
· -cmn pattern automatic
· No dialogue, naming not respected
· Power, authority: guns, wallet costumes an stance
· 4) does saying make it true: ex. L says she was just practicing wasn’t ready but you said it now i have to say it’s true
· Mom like ogion: don’t forget another part of yourself

Tan, “Two Kinds”
· Parents have expectations for the kids 
· Element of force, spreading your value w/o seeing anything else as valid
· Parents sacrifice making kids feel guilty
· TK: Coming of Age: way people can self-construct
· “self construction”  power
· -if person actively constructing, if too much pressure reflex to how much they see vs. how should be
· Girl trying to find place to push back but still depends on mom to be solid wall of opposition which she pushes back against
· “she never looked back with regret”
sarah in resplendent Quetzal
Mom living new life through daughter
puts on hopes on child who doesn’t clearly understand
focus on materialistic: problem because it gives security, power, status, fame and riches
· Prodigy: you don’t pick it
· Peter pan , Shirley temple, Christ, Cinderella (Atwood scene)
· Daughter image shows levelling ballerina equivalent to Christ
· Both engaging in idealistic fantasy view of life
· Mom subjects child to :using non psychological books , not best guide to actual life
· Expecting her to already know how to do it, you have to learn
· Magical thinking that things are just going to happen
· More about mom’s need + wants
· Confidence + happiness
· P. 348 top bathroom scene: engaging in self construction power 
· Pushed so much, has to resort to this identity : spiteful and anger (neg emotion)
· Proud for negative characteristic, prodigy
· Builds up sense of pride with negative pride 
· P. 352 #65-75 : the more anger and resistance, the more anger and force from kid
· “why had she given up hope?”: extreme opposites. Depend on each other
· Nobody showed her how to learn to have success must be someone else 
· At recital: is all dressed up , prodigy aligned with mom meanings
· Perfect or nothing (all or nothing)
· Only 2 kinds : you’re this or that , you have to be this, not very well explained or defined but still expected
· Polar opposites attract
· Wants to be ‘that’, fails, moves to ‘not that’, but still wants ‘that’
· Mom is used to keep girl in check
· Failure is only a success against her mom, failure by self is no point, who am i?
· P. 354: offering piano: peace offering: her society taught her how to express herself in different way
· Cmn barrier: mom driven 
· Daughter feels like failure
· If mom fails, daughter feels successful,
· Taking advantage of resources that mom never had

Walker, “Everyday Use”
· Late 60’s early 70’s , deep south US, civil right movement, Black identity: erase slavery +blk ppl are more than that
· Conflicting ideologies: White dominance vs. black pride identity (counter movement)
· Ideology can be transparent, problem: causes problems with ppl of different beliefs 
· Ideology can lead to confrontation
· Opposition of Slavery : legit power struggle
· Alice: somebody reacting to bullying can become a bully
· Style vs. Substance
· Maggie: pathologically shy
· Wangero:
· Mother: identity comes from sister mother mom’s mother
· If you managed to survive, and name given during repression, taking pride in overcoming “you’re going to throw away our history”
· Dee: trying to make identity using style as a form of self –construction
· What isn’t appropriate, dee uses inaccuracy and unreal knowledge in what she’s trying to accomplish
· Dee has a fixed way, wants what she wants
· Boat & everyday use: both moms react to survival, EU & boat: both moms react to survival : work all day: protecting self from feeling bad
· Dee benefits from others 
· Style vs. Substance
· Style: self construction, traditions, and heritage
· As culture evolves, culture is lost
· Dying out of ultimate form of knowledge
· Pg. 307 #44: mom wants to see them defending their own
· Maggie & mom see substance : yellow wood : see hands that carved it 
· Dee disconnects self from it: sees reclaimed wood, wants to buy it but it’s their everyday use need it
· Lone star & walk around the mountain, underground railroad, quilt pattern & songs to show maps 
· Significant to grandmother’s suit piece of hubby, black soldiers not welcome, fighting for freedom : pride
· Dee says she doesn’t want to be associated with past history, but things she wants have quite a bit of history
· Dee goes for fashion trends
· Epiphany: Mom’s epiphany: “she can have them”, sees Maggie’s value + what kind of person she is , Maggie as been seen 
· Story itself is quilt like, bits and pieces
· Maggie’s just there: no education, burned in house fire , dee watches
· Mom obsessed with Dee, polar opposites, likes beauty and confidence which she lacks in self 
· Pg. 309 maggie has scars of everyday use, mom reacting all along to Dee, ignores Maggie 


Fantasy, Romance, Realism, History

Themes:                                                                            Techniques
Power struggle                                                               ‘You’ universal
Traditional vs. change                                                     Words & symbols
Identity (coming of age)                                                  Romance vs Realism
Self construction                                                               Narration styles, distant, reliable
Lack of cmn.                                                                   Characterisation
Sacrifice                                                                          Epiphany
Rational vs. Irrational                                                      Spectrum of genres
Unconscious
Conflicting opinion/values
Colonialism
Religion vs. pop culture

Two kinds: traditions vs. changes, family vs. ambitions, self construction, power struggle, identity, lack of cmn, 
Boat: Identity, lack of cmn, sacrifice, traditions vs changes, family vs. ambitions, identity, power struggle
Everyday use: identity, self construction (moms)
Borders: Identity, self construction, conflicting opinions/ values
Araby: Romance vs. Realism, Identity 
YGB: Romance vs. Realism, traditional vs. change, initiation story, rational vs. irrational, unconscious
Resplendent Quetzal: lack of cmn, self construction, power struggle, sacrifice, rational vs. irrational, conflicting opinions & values. Religion vs. pop
Rope: universal, F Indirect discourse, power struggle, self construction, rational vs. irrational. Conflicting opinions
Fall of House: Romance vs. realism, unreliable narrator, and unconscious
Rose for Emily: traditional vs. change, self construction, conflicting opinions/values 

 Fantasy is oldest kind of narrative fiction, often set in ordinary life, but the material of fantasy is a more permanent, universal reality than the social customs realism deals with. The substance of fantasy is psychic stuff, human constants: situations and imageries we recognize without having to learn or know anything at all about them…
Heroic fantasy:  Establishes “heroic figures’ key roles in shaping and responding to changes and challenges of their worlds” (Bernardo and Murphy 91)
              Broadest characteristics:
1. presents an alternate realm or world complete with maps, histories (a sense of past and future stories) and cultures worked out in thorough detail
2. looks at the human condition, suggesting that individual action can help shape the course of large events
3. examines reality without the burden of realism
4. tends to involve pre-industrial or “medieval” societies
---------------------------
The ‘quetzal’ is an endangered bird, long regarded as sacred messenger of the gods. The name derives from both feather and baby. both the males and the females share the responsibility for the incubation of the eggs; it has a tendency to kill itself in captivity; it’s known as being quite invisible (green feathers in forest habitat), and for stillness, because its response to threat is to sit very still for long periods of time. 
The oriole builds one of the most complicated nests in North America. It’s considered monogamous. The females build nests with little or no help from the males; and females ignore the courtship displays of the males.
--------------------
“Canon”: a body of writings or other creative works recognized as standard or authoritative; or, that stand the test of time and remain perceived as valuable throughout changing contexts; or, the most highly esteemed literary works in a given culture.
 “Ideology”: an explicit or tacit sharing of certain attitudes, values, assumptions, and ideas; a covert means of social control, made up of concepts and categories that distort reality in favour of a prevailing power structure.
“Post-colonialism”:
1. Investigates and gives voice to the heritage of former colonies of European empires and of indigenous peoples, which have been submerged or erased by the dominant country and its “official” history.
2. Questions the idea of “civilization,” raising issues of racism and exploitation.
