FINAL EXAM INFORMATION
Definitions, no history dates or names, know IR theories from first hand, concepts, functions, one type of international organization within different sectors we learned about. An organization per department (organization for environment, organization for development, etc.). 

THEORIES

Liberalism
Promoting democracy = increase in global cooperation because states will interact more.

Assumptions
At its core, human nature is good
Social Progress is possible
Human behavior is flexible and we can improve it through social institutions
There are bad social institutions that should be reformed. This reform can be achieved through freedom, democracy and capitalism
Individualism

International Organizations promote order by:
Forming habits and practices of cooperation
Fostering communication: diminishes risk of war, form coalitions, provide arenas for negotiations, promoting shared norms.

Functionalism
Root cause of war is lack of fulfilling basic needs, human misery.  Common causes are poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. Focus is on how to bring nations actively together, rather than peacefully apart.

Functionalists believe that cooperating is paramount in avoiding war. Cooperating on non-political issues such as reducing poverty.

Three Phased Process
1) Collaborating internationally to address economic and non-political issues, breeds habits of cooperation in the participants taking part.
2) This cooperation and interaction creates an increase in mutual understanding, tolerance, and respect. Increases the likelihood that we can promote common outlooks and mutual values.
3) Doing these two things weakens nationalism. People may perceive these international organizations as better tending to their needs than their own states. 

For Functionalists, international organizations contribute by facilitation these processes. 

Realism
States are sovereign, and autonomous from each other. There is no existing, nor future authority that can force them to cooperate, unless through own consent or coercion. State power is the only variable that matters because through power (economic, military, diplomatic) states can survive. 

Assumptions
Survival is the principal goal of every State
States are rational actors, and want to maximize their chances of survival
The system is anarchic, uncertain and dangerous
All states hold some form of military power because they do not know the intention of their neighbors
States with the most power, economic or militarily are the decisive actors

Marxism
The global realm is not divided by politics or nations, but rather by economic classes. In this international system, economics trumps politics and the international system was constructed by capitalists to serve the interests of wealthy States and corporations.

Assumptions
Capitalist elites are key decision makers in important/multinational organizations. They shape the global and political economy. 
Economics is the main instrument in establishing pecking order
State is an agent to those capitalists

Word-systems theory (Core-periphery states)

NON-STATE ACTORS

NGO: Non-Governmental Organization
Voluntary organizations formed by individuals to achieve a common purpose often oriented beyond themselves or to the public good.
Funded by: Governments and Organizations

Different than interest groups and lobbyists because 
Interest groups have a concrete benefit for its members. NGOs do not give a concrete benefit. It is members contributing to something they believe in. 

About NGOs
Spinning, framing and representing things in a certain way
NGOs may work at representing land mine issue in a different way than how states see them. States see land mines as a military tool, NGO represents them as something dangerous that kills innocent people.
Research is proliferating due to technological innovations, so NGOs have gotten bigger. Renewed interest lately.
There are also bad NGOs: cartels, terrorist groups etc.
Most NGOs (specifically advocacy) try to influence events, politics but are not seeking to be in government. They are not political parties.
NGOs are given more access to government and organizations. This includes consultations and representative advisors
NGOs use soft power to push their agendas. Use their credible expertise and moral perspectives.

Three Types of NGOs
1. Service Providers (red cross, doctors without borders) – provides services that the government is incapable or unwilling to provide. They usually try to present themselves as neutral.
2. Advocacy Groups – choose a position and focus their efforts on pushing it.
3. Information Providers

Some NGOs can fall into multiple categories

How to evaluate the effectiveness of NGOs
1. What the objectives are
2. Who are the targets
3. What methods are being used

Was there a change in agenda or policies after? What happened?

Bureaucratization
Donors want ways to account for the organization. They was the organization to advise them if what they are doing is or isn’t working. 

Transnational Networks/Coalitions
Computers and telecoms have made it possible for multiple NGOs to work together.
NGOs maintain their independence, but pool their resources to work together.

Epistemic Communities
Networks of knowledge based experts, professionals coming together to work on specific issues.
Due to increasingly complex issues, they are becoming more important.
Create and distribute knowledge
Present “dumbed down” knowledge to the masses so it can be debated and acted on.

Foundations
Private, not for profit, legal entities
Several have resources more than small states
Can be influential players on global scene
EX: Gates foundation, Rockefeller foundation

Multi-stakeholder actor
Brings together various people and groups to address a specific issue
MNCs can be involved

Social Movements
Main difference between social movements and NGOs is that social movements are looser, mass based phenomenon.
Organizations can play a role, but are not essential
Are usually triggered by an event
Can balloon and become bigger issues

Anti-slavery was the pioneering belief that led to creation of NGOs.
UN sponsored global conferences gave NGOs the opportunity and space to present themselves.

Telecom advancements have
Help international communications with partners
Help disseminate information
Help access and present message to public
Enhance services to members
Enhance mobility
Provide greater ability to monitor and report

Problems with NGOs
NGOs can have conflicting agendas
Some countries view NGOs as tools to push their host countries agendas

STATES

Despite many claims, states are still the principal actors on a global stage.

States are influential because
The create intergovernmental organizations
They are the primary contributors to the creation of international laws and norms
They give weight to norms and laws by complying with them or not
They are the ones who decide which other participants are to be involved and to what extent
They command a disproportional amount of resources

Other players (NGOs, etc) can be influential, but inevitably they will have to organize with states.

Under the hegemonic stability theory, we can see why wealthier states have more influence on the global scene

General
Great Powers ->Middle Powers -> Small / Developing Powers
Even the most powerful states cannot be involved with all issues.
States will participate in international organizations for: mutual interests, complex problems that can’t be handled alone, and public codes.

Sovereignty is one of the main conflicts with global governance.

Powerful states believe that due to their power, history, status and influences, that they are not required to comply with all international laws and norms (US creation of “Non-enemy combatants” to circumvent the Geneva Convention). This can be linked to a state’s perception of sovereignty. 

When states go against the accepted values and norms, it usually comes back to them. When a country goes against a norm its legitimacy is questions. When a country’s legitimacy is questioned, the legitimacy of the institutions created by that country are questions. 

Ignored and violation international norms and laws can lead to a decline of a states hegemonic status

Middle Powers
Middle powers are states that aren’t great powers, but still command and exert influence in matters that pertain to global governance.
See themselves as moral actors. Often involved in human rights, arms control, etc.
Usually believe in multilateralism
Domestically have a vibrant civil society that actively takes interst in their country’s foreign policy
Take interst in non-traditional, “outside the box”, approach to dealing with international problems.
Play important role in their respected regions

Small/Developing States
Global Governance provides venues for these states to participate in
Build coalitions and link issues to have their issues addressed
Can focus on individual or small sets of issues to make better use of resources

Forum shopping: a smaller state will try to find the best organizations to push their agenda.

What influences the extent that a state can act on the global scene?
There are systematic and domestic issues

Systematic
	Hierarchy
	System shocks. Eg. Decolonization, end of Cold War
	Oil Prices / Supply and Demand
	Financial Crisis

Domestic
Realists don’t pay much attention to domestic politics. Believe that issues flow from the top down.
Authoritarian regimes view human rights campaigns as an attack on sovereignty. 
More vibrant, domestic civil society can influence the government’s desire/willingness to participate in global governance.
Current political view regarding “foreign influence” on sovereignty

Characteristics of pieces of global governance
States decide to give up some of their sovereignty to grant authority to other international institutions. Why? Because states benefit form the expertise of specialized IGOs

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

Despite the criticism, globalization has led to a decline in poverty and increase in human development and economic well-being.
E.g. in Africa between 1981 and 2005 the poverty rate in Africa has remained the same.
In today’s world, liberal open-market capitalism has become the dominant global belief regarding economics.
In developing countries, basic infrastructure is one of the largest challenges.
Breton Woods institutions facilitated the spread of the liberal economic market, but also helped maintained the hegemony. 
In 1990s World Bank and IMF made the Washington Consensus. A one size fits all approach to managing and developing economies around the globe.  This was designed based around developed countries, but it proved to be ineffective, and in some cases, counter-productive in developing countries. 
Principles of economic norms: Comparative advantage, free trade, 
Commercial liberalism -> the more we trade, the more we depend on each other. Because we depend on each other we will be less likely to go to war.
MNCs are primary instruments in commercial liberalism. In an ideal world, MNCs invest capital across borders -> this opens new markets, disseminates new technology and invest in projects that increase the well-being of local population.  This leads to economic growth and prosperity.
Countries that receive IMF bailouts are often stuck servicing their debt. This leads to fewer funds for social and development spending. This creates more poverty for the local population.
In the 90’s, the idea of cancelling foreign debt became more prevalent. This helps get countries out of the cycle where they’re only able to pay for their debt. 
Jubilee 2000 movement led to ideas of cancelling debt to help improve the human condition.
Relationships between NGOs and the World Bank have increased dramatically. NGOs often are involved with World Bank funded projects. IMF is not too close to NGOs as their objectives are contradictory.
Votes at IMF and World Bank are weighted in the West’s favour. 
IMF and World Bank are Western conceived institutions, based in western countries, with western trained employees. 
93 of top 100 MNCs are in US, Europe and Japan. They account for 80% of global market.
Without basic infrastructure, developments cannot occur. 
Calls for both regulations and cooperation to encourage more ethical behaviour from MNCs.
World Bank provides loans to finance infrastructure, IMF is last resort to avoid bankruptcy. 
Conditions for World Bank loans are economic and social policy changes to increase market liberalism and the well-being of the countries’ population. This also involves encouraging the private sector to become involved, leading to trickle-down economics.
This behavior of the World Bank is viewed by some as an intrusion on sovereignty.   
Developing countries accuse development countries of using Breton Woods institutions to maintaining the status quo.
State centered mercantilism: economic activity must first and foremost be about state building. Increasing the states advantage compared to others.
The debate has moved from commercial liberalism vs. mercantilism to how to improve commercial liberalism. 
Everyone agrees at the basic level that minimizing gap between haves and have-nots should be minimalized. 
At the end of the day the questions is “Should we keep the current system? Scrap it? Or improve it?” To solve some of the current problems.

HUMAN RIGHTS
Rights that we have simply by virtue of being human. Not something that should or can be taken away.

Who is active in promoting and safeguarding human rights?
NGOs, IGOs and intergovernmental organizations are highly active in human rights. 
States are not. 

History of Human Rights
What many take for granted today as rights and protections were not always there.

International 20th century level events that moved human rights forward:
Holocaust, Soviet and Eastern block developments, authoritarian regime and conduct, genocides (Rwanda, Bosnia – ethnic cleansings).

Historically, people were denied human rights on the basis of their race, nationality, or creed.

Modern conceptions of human rights have developed in the 19th and 21st century.

About Human Rights
Can cover several aspects including slavery, the treatment of prisoners and the treatment of war victims
Human rights as we understand today come primarily from Western traditions. Rights that states cannot take away and should not challenge. 
These rights predate tradition, laws and norms that govern humanity.
Human Rights are something that shouldn’t have to be earned or be able to take away.
Technology has increased the awareness of human rights abuses around the world.
Increased awareness as placed pressure on nation’s sovereignty
First, Second, and Third Generation Human Rights
1st Generation: Freedom of religion, freedom of press, etc. are individual, first generation rights. The state is a guarantor of those rights.
2nd Generation: In socialism, the state has a proactive responsibility to provide and expand rights for the population. These are considered 2nd generation rights and include things such as health care, education.
3rd Generation: Relatively new concept, and is focused on specific rights for groups such as women, natives, kids etc.

There is a western and non-western divide regarding human rights. Western pressure for other countries to increase first generation rights.

Contrasting Notion on Human Rights
One contrasting notion emphasizes a more proactive role for authorities. State has duty to not only secure and guarantee an environment where people can enjoy their rights, but its supposed to advance and encourage these rights. It needs to provide minimal material rights for citizens well being and welfare: second generation human rights. Education, welfare, social services. If these second generation rights do not exist, then what do first generation rights matter? Humans must have minimum well-being and protections in order to enjoy the first generation individual, civil, and political rights.

Possible Criticisms of Current Human Rights
Many non-western countries accuse the West of trying to impose their own views upon them and interfering with their sovereignty.
Liberalism and its values can clash with values of non-liberal ideas in other settings.
Western rights are a form of cultural imperialism. This is where backlash comes in.
US has been a crucial actor in developing human rights – developing norms, institutions (constructivism).

Organizations and Human Rights
Organizations such as the UN play an important role in shaping the norms and values that influence human rights. They lead and organize the conversations that lead to conventions and treaties.
NGOs engage in name and shame game, mobilize public support (to pressure government to change policies or behaviors).
There are organizations that believe that if a country abuses their responsibility to their people, and then it becomes the responsibility of other states to interfere and correct the problem.
Play an educational role in society, sensitive people for or against certain practices. Provide information and expertise, monitor violations (non-official capacity, self-mandated role).
Provide relief aid, medical care, rehabilitation (service-oriented NGOs)
Mobilize campaigns (torture, slavery, sweatshops, violence), get transnational networks and campaigns going. 
Capacity to gather accurate information, capacity to gather information and develop expertise.
Pressure governments directly. 

NGOs are not on even footing with states in their capacity to influence and provoke changes in human rights. They are not equal.

League of Nations and Human Rights
League had provision for protection of minorities and people in minorities, which lead to a mandate system for countries that were colonies. They were taken over by league so that they could become sovereign. Mandate system was a success and transferred to UN. Reached objectives in ushering those states to independence, Self-determination. 

Territorial conquest as a result of war was illegitimate practice. 
Duty and responsibility to oversea minorities of people. Admission to the league was dependent on people pledging to protect these minorities.
1962 Convention on elimination came from the League of Nations.

The 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Declaration: Human Rights are applicable to all humans, universal, includes both 1st and 2nd generation rights (encompass social and economic rights, as well as individual, civil, and political). Human rights should be monitored on international and national level.
Result of the Holocaust
Turning point for human rights.
Human rights become central concern in international affairs.

Englehearts post materialism – since we don’t need security after world war 2, people were more focused on social movements and stuff. 

States and Human Rights
States might ratify a treaty because of pressures or incentives and awards held.
Ratify changes because there is some type of commitment (Eastern European states that signed on to treaties so that they could join the EU).
Monitoring human rights is done through publicity and public shaming.
Places that have strong human rights are usually places that have democratic government, a strong economy, and strong monitoring. Vice versa for places with bad human rights.
Human rights are strong in EU. Where there is no official variant of monitoring compliance, NGO’s try to step in to fill those gaps.

Enforcement of Human Rights
Two main ways human rights can be enforced: Judicial, and Coercive

Judicial (Courts)
Coercive, sanctions, interventions
Security council usually enforces sanctions and interventions
Sanctions imposed on Iraq – people who took brunt of those sanctions were ordinary citizens, while the regime’s people were still living their lush existence. 
Embargos (restricting trade of certain items in the country) make local population turn on its own government. Their suffering is due to their governments conduct.  Or can go the opposite – can harden the population’s view on who ever is imposing the sanctions, and they’ll line up banding with the government in strong fashion. 
Targeted sanctions: target members of an actual class (business class, elites), through travel bans, asset freezes. Cannot travel to any country that is imposing those sanctions. 

Coercive Measures
Military Force

ENVIRONMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the environment, global warming is the primary concern.
There has been a consensus on the scientific level and yet there has been little initiative politically.
Economic gain has been given priority over the environment
Global governance desperately needed in this domain as it affects people all over the globe, regardless of nation.
Environment can affect economics, human rights, and state safety.
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