SOC102 Notes

· Sociologists may look at how Miley Cyrus may look at how she is popular not necessarily because of her talent or her charisma, looks at and questions things in society that  questions the media association with….
· Challenging common assumptions about the world
· Knowledge relations and power relation
· Common sense, eg. Porn- sex sells, all economics relations
· Power eg. Porn is highly racialized…
· “gamer gate”, I know where you live because I hacked…

Pop Culture- something that we consume
· What does it mean when we talk about something popular?
· Something that is democratic, grass roots, of the people
· But, popular culture, refers to undifferentiated masses, rather than popular something that is “of” the people
· Culture- a whole way of life
· Practices
· Rituals
· Tradition
· Leisure activities
· Material artifacts, things we watch/buy
· Traditionally defined in two ways
· Folk culture
· Popular culture designed by the masses
· Referred to culture that is emerged from the people, highly accessible
· Democratically distributed
· Street hockey, any sort of pickup sport, Halloween. (no entrance fee)
· Difficult to define because really, who are the “people”?
· Not all folk culture should be continues (ethically)
· Mass Culture
· Most of the content of this 
· Come from the elite, and imposed on the indifferentiated masses
· Eg. School plays
· Is produced by an unknown people for the unknown masses, and only a elite group benefits from the practices of the unknown group
· Most products, practices are produced by an elite few
Movie: China Town

(Lecture 2)

Cultured- “high culture” practices of the elite
· We give a lot of value to things like the opera, eg. Abbey downton
We are interested in decentralizing euro centric masculine taste

Short History of Popular Culture
· Move from Folk to Mass Culture
· More broadly about leisure, about how ppl enjoy free time
· “public space” spaces own by the people
· Rec centres, parks…
· Public spaces disappearing?
· Arenas, sightseeing places are being privatized

Public Spaces  Popular Recreation pre 1830
· Leisure was public
· Largely homemade
· recreation tied community together; like pre industrial revolution in western Europe
· “Blood sports” eg. Cockfighting
· Maypole, Essex UK 1913 (refer to picture on slide) a recreational sport connected to the seasons
· Easter, Christmas…
· Required a high level of social conformity
· High social cohesion because everyone shares the same values
· Everyone would be excited
· Both create social cohesion and demand social cohesion

Privatization of Public Space and Leisure
· Industrialization
· Charles Dickens novel type of time
· Mid 18- mid 19th century
· Birth or factory work, production
· It meant people moved out to cities
· Roles for male and females were created; breadwinner and homemaker 
· Common pastures; common land for people to do rec activities… but soon these lands were privatized
· Urbanization
· Just living in the cities meant that there were less public spaces for leisure 
· The street; highly policed
· Courtyard
· The pub

Rational Recreation
· A lot of social problems
· Folk leisure are becoming illegal
· Rise of poor bashing
· A lot of poverty, filth
· Elites sees that these social ills are because the poor don’t know how to spend their free time, they try to civilize them  Pg. 44
· Recreation as diversion
· Recreation took on a very class agent
· Recreation transformed into a civilizing agent 
· Eg. Socitey for the Suppression of Vice
· Middle class- High class women tried to stop many to drinking, cockfighting…
· Sunday Shopping
· Was a class argument for religious reasons; ppl should be relaxing not shopping
· That there is a connection between leisure and morality
· That leisure can be policed
· Rational form of Recreation- traditionally means sending the poor into high culture
· Summer Camp
· Elite- a lot of cultural know how
· Folk- to go out and camp is a very folksy thing to do

From Amateur to Professional Sport
· We can see this play out from a folk culture of leisure sports to an elite culture
· Paid football players
· Admissions charged
· Middle class ambivalence Pg. 45 (having to hearts/mind to the issue)
· Mostly the rich and the poor played sports because it required time
· Now that it is professionalized, elites are no longer the “best” at it, but on the other hand there is more energy towards it

Mixed Martial Arts: A Debate
· Was criticized for its brutality, mixed of amped brutality from other sports
· Whether or not mixed martial arts is a good anti socializing agent?
· Good way to focus their aggression?
· MMA Anti Bullying group, Ryan Leef
· IF left unchecked, in an unsafe environment to experiment; so long as the right messages are given
· Not making them mixed martial artists; but just the sparring of the sport
· It is relevant to adolescents; fastest growing sport in the world
· In communities where there are no good rational leisure, mixed martial arts is a good recreational activity
· Learning mixed martial arts may lead to finding out how dangerous it can be and send an indirect message to not act upon it
· No scientific research or data that this reduces bullying; there are many others that doesn’t do good to anti bullying and makes it worse
· “whole school approach” we need to teach them relationship skills and use non aggressive strategies
· Retaliation shows no effect to stop bullies and may escalate problems; also comes with consequences from school
· Debate is it a blood sport?
· It seems to have been elevated overtime because there are techniques involved that’s been modernized

History of Popular Culture

Effect of the Transformation
· Why does the ownership of public space/ cultural content matter?
· Changes the way ppl consume popular culture


Introducing Karl Marx

· Introduces capitalism
· Public to private, folk to…
· Bourgeosie= elite capitalist, the rich & Proletariats= workers the 99%
· A system where the rich gets richer, because the poor are denied the 
· Exploitation; employers raise prices and takes the value of the labour from their employees
· Seems inevitable
· Marx argues that we buy into the system
· Rich/Poor Gap

Ideology
· Argues that elite don’t just own factories, they own all aspects of society that all endorse a very capitalistic ideal
· That which taken for granted as natural, but serves the interest of those in power
· Common sense knowledge
· Marx’s metaphor: the Camera obscura
· That little hole = interest of the elites
· It’s the sight of which the elites wants us to see; images of reality reflected through the glass;
· Ownership of the media matters because the content is 	
· Religion is a site for capitalist ideology
· It is like heroin, makes you delusional, happy and relaxed with no worries 
· It is a veil that distracts you from reality
· Superstructures; all these other social institutions reinforce that this system is the only way to go
Commodities
· The idea that we love objects; that we ignore all of the ways they are produced
· Are the following commodities
· Human bodies
· Organ market
· Human body exhibition
· Women’s bodies
· Prostitution
· Cosmetic surgery industry
· Love 
· Eharmony
· Valentines Day
· Weddings

Ideology in Popular Culture
· Cat Fancy
· Part of a subculture
· Breeds

Hegemony
· By Marxist, Antonio Gramsci
· Early 20th century WWI; Italy where there was a lot of Fascism
·  Interested in the question of consent and enjoyment; how we actively give up power of ourselves and enjoy it
· Two main forms of control
· Direct Coercive control
· Work of the police, military, the law
· Why do women enjoy Ballroom Dancing?
· Men always lead; and women always follow even if the men don’t know how to lead and backwards in heels
· Status association/value
· Think about the Titanic
· Wen the ship hit the iceberg that their best interest to shut the doors and sit in their beds

Project
· Game/ game show to talk about
· Remind yourselves of all the rules
· How can we understand this game as ideological; what ideas of the social world are being celebrated in this game; what ideas abt work; gender; race; religion is 
· Guess who; not enough girls in the game
· Chess
· Black and white; right and wrong
· Very little times there would be a tie
· Master rule “white goes first”
· Social Class hierarchy; pawns are lower class; disposable; emissary 
· “Playing god”
· Family Feud
· Family position in a family


(Chapter 9)

Globalization & Popular Culture

Media Ownership Vs. Media Content

Ideology review: Follow the frog
· What are they saying, what are they doing?
· Narrator tells audience what he knows we, the audience, all does. Narrator tells audience tells/shows a captivating list of things he’s done to do something life changing and not to do it
· Quick flash frames of each action he did  (like on youtube)
· What common sense ideas are being celebrated; what dominate ideologies are being introduce; what ideological common sense?
· That normal people can “change” the world no matter how small it is, we don’t necessarily have to go to great lengths and throw away our lives to do something for a good cause
· We are just normal people, don’t try to be a hero, just go shopping
· “Saving the rainforest” really it is to help out another organization
· “Green washing” companies know that people do care about the environment and would 
· Family Normativity
· Strong ideological of individualism
· What is missing is the public; or the social good
Media Ownership
· Whoever owns the media, they can show you what they want you to see
· There are high levels of high concentration media in Canada
· Public ownership (State ownership)
· Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, The National Film Board, TV Ontario
· CBC was the 13th largest
· 1970s public bias; Trudeaux made massive cuts to CBC
· Challenging the integrity of public ownership is the current issue
· Gives voice to Canadian stories; we are like Trudeaux says “mouse sleeping next to an elephant that is US
· Economic reasons for public ownership; cultural content; important for domestic economy, cbc lost rights
· 130 million dollar cuts to CBC
· No longer can watch dancing of the stars
· Hockey night in Canada, does it need to owned by the public? Not really something that needs to be protected
· Private ownership
· It is a dominate type of ownership
· Independant ownership
· Archaic
· One group of ppl or individual that owns one media source (rare for newspapers)
· Horizontal Integration
· Refers to chain ownership
· Ex: owning a series of tv shows
· Is very cost effective
· We’ll have few business columnist that influence a few business columnist of the country
· Consistent content
· Post Media owns gazette, financial post…. Lots of very famous newpapers
· Vertical Integration
· Owns different aspects of the media content and consumption
· Ex: owning a recording talent studios and tv station
· We have a high level of Canadian vertical integration, this means that it is really great for the companies because you can find the stars and have an outlet to show them on
· Cross Ownership
· Combination of vertical and horizontal integration
· Can cross advertise
· Hard to find alternative opinions
· Conglomerate Ownership
· Implications of media concentration, and political influences of what we read and see news
· CRTC, Tells how much of television must be Canadian
· Makes sure that Canadians who work in the cultural area have jobs
· Radio: 40% Canadian content 
· TV: private networks from 6-10pm 60% must be Canadian

SCTV- bob Mackenzie, satire on the whole system

Cultural Sovereignty- Pressing, rule specific cultural traditions, practices artifacts etc.

Private and public have different objectives; private= profits affected heavily by advertisement content; encourage Canadian producers really encourage culture, not really affected by advertisement
· Globalization
· Globalization, lead to conglomerate media ownership
· Focus on: Disney
· 1930-1970s strong belief in capitalism; would work better if there was, lots of support for publicly owned media
· 1973, oil crisis, shift from Welfare state to neolibrism
· Neoliberalism
· 1970s-80s
· Privatization, selling off of public goods
· Austerity measures; spending less, tightening public purse strings
· Free trade
· Iron lady  and Margret thatchet, Regan
· “Liberalization of markets”; a lasses faire individualist ideologies
· It meant society moved form public good to individualism
· Lead to brith of trans national corporations: Disney, Mc Donalds
· Affected practices of production and consumption
· Amped up American Imperialism

Disney
· Much of Disney is produced in the global south; factory in china that made toys for mattel (CARS) labour abuse…. Apple and Foxconn
· Cultural implication 
· Dissemination of ideas, gender ideas, beauty norms, a powerful socializing agent, racialization
· Disney hides behind innocence
· We get seduced by Disney about magic… we end up accepting gender and race issues

· Make-over TV
· Recession-era pop culture
Tickle Me Pinko
· Movies promote Marxist ideologies
· Disney owns muppets
· Fox is ideological? Working to promote certain ideologies
· Challenge to muppets and their promotion to the environment, they wouldn’t be producing so much in China if they …

Your Logo Here
· Corporation will advertise wherever even if it has to be on a stamp
· Does anybody still use stamps, the age of the person saying this is an issue?
· Stamps is suppose to represent Canada, but companies without … voices won’t be heard
· Neo liberalism, privatization of what used to be a public good
· Stamps are a cultural sovereignty; currency
· Group of seven painting; usually Canada have our geographical symbol; why do we have a British monarch on our stamps? 

· Two Broke Girls
· Bridesmaids

Neoliberal Ideologies
· Rule based on merit; that people who are talented and work hard will have success
· Individual responsibility
· You get what you deserve
· A lack of social responsibility
· Decline of social state
· Lack of sociological imagination
· Social Media
· Fitbit
· Reality TV
· Debt do us part, biggest loser, what not to wear, supernanny, beyond scared straight
· Weight losing shows, shows that being fat was they deserve it’s their responsibility to go on a diet 
· Elite idea that losing weight will be life changing
· Host are from very middle people back ground 

Chapter 3

Introduction of Semiotics
· Refer to both a tradition in linguistics
· Signs system
· Ferdinand Sausseure
· Argues it is a structure of sign system
· There is foundational level of rules and structures about what we think and how we think
· Not limited to languages and utterances; there’s also language of film, culure

What is a sign?
· Image, gesture, visual images
· They allow us to engage with things that is not immediately in our present; language allows us to engage with complex
· “signifier” is the sign, “signified” is
· Signs are arbitrary; onomaticpaeic words; we know this because in different language they sound differently; signs have multiple layers of functions
· But the difference create meanings
· Signifier doesn’t always refer back to its direct meaning that is commonly assumed
· Vocab
· Denotation/ connotation
· Metaphor
· To explain things that are not concrete
· Irony
· Ex. Normcore, teen wearing more normcore to look like they are not trying hard to be more “edgier”
· Works when it uses standard connotation in the opposite connotation
· Metonymy
· Is when you use a sign to connote something that is much smaller than what it denotes
· Hollywood; a big film industry but really it is just one small city
· Draw a “heart of a lion”
· Specified, organ if a lion
· Signified, it means courage
· All cultural signs work at multiple levels of connotation and denotation
· What cultural meanings are being produced in this video? Pick apart the different signs, what is being signified?
· Female roles are criticized; that little girls should be playing with toys that don’t girls in their “places”; just to be pretty; that these toys should lead little girls to do “big” things that are the male dominant jobs or the world 
· A little bit ironic show that
· Ad by Golden Blox
· Signifiers: pink aisle= Signified= pretty, shallow, Barbie/ doll toys
· Ballet slippers; girly girls, perfect, beautiful
· Hammer; masculine, strong; already shows a binary difference in gender roles
· Glasses work like a hammer to make the bike and the stuffed bear work together
Structuralism & Myth
· Claude Levi-Strauss
· Interested in identifying universal structures and patterns; looked at myth; fantastical, unpredictable but they follow pattern
· “Trickster figure” mediate known world and unknown world; depicted in coyote… 
· The stories work the same way all around the world

Joseph Campbell 
· The monomyth is “the hero’s journey” 
· Three big stages: 
· Departure, Initiation, Return

· agreed with Strauss, hobbits, fantasy, refer to slide
· Celebrates individual heros

Orphan Narratives
· Many protagonist are orphans
· It’s universal
· Orphan hero usually has a helper
· Usually is mistreated
· Involved with a quest
· When successful rewarded with wealth, marriage, power or saved from monsters
· Enemies are often punished
· Why do orphan tales persist?	
· Societal function, inspiring; rags to riches, underdog
· Provide children’s their greatest dreams; begin able to conquer and be free
· On the other hand they have a representation of a child’s worst fears


Commodity Fetishism
· Giving magical power to things
· “Paradox to childhood” argues that we have this kind of complex relationship to popular culture; we think of children as something that childhood is sacred and magical
· we have traditions so that children’s world is much more better than adult world on the other hand, child hood is “profane”(referring to the understanding that children are of the consumer markets)
· The sacredness all has to do, set in a time of feudalism; a pre-capitalists time (think about all the princess movies)

Toys!
· “commoditoys” refer to slide
· Langer argues that before comoditoys, toys were children version of adult things; soon fantasy toys emerged eg. The lightsaber 
· Toys were very much socializing agents
· Although the lightsaber brings children to the fantasy world; really it socializes children to collecting stuff for the sake of collecting stuff
· Commoditoys makes you want to continue collecting, socializing kids to be good consumers
· Extended in live performaces
· Disney can really amp up the fetish value that they are selling

Documentary: Consuming Kids; Consummation…Childhood

· 40 billion every year in buying power kids
· They influence 700 billion in the economy
· Often children influence what products are bought, even a car
· “nag factor” maximize the number of time that children bug their parents to purchase said product
· band licensing
· viral marketing
· virtually marketing in every aspect of their lives
· Company want children to get that brand loyalty for life
· 50s,60,70, the advertising was still confined, later on it becomes its own industry
· 1979, federal commission , began to ban on advertisement to children for 8 and under (toys, cereal…)
· Under pressure from advertisers the congress dismissed the ban in 1980
· Complete deregulation by 1984; since deregulation it grew from 4.2 bil to 400 billion today for marketing to children
· 10 best selling toys were all based on children’s television shows
· Children, in order to have continuity… they create touch stones in their lives, attachments
· Schools begin to sell out to advertisers eg. “bus radio”
· Children have a urge to grow up faster 
· Eg. No one seventeen reads that magazine
· Now a “tween” can be 6-12
· Boys are taught at an early age that to be masculine, you have to dominate, be violent

Consuming Kinds- How Good are Your Notes?
· “Nag Factor”
· Two methods used to study children:
· Watching what they did, how they interacted
· Neuromonitoring
· Covert Focus Groups
· Commercials and ads causes kids to become very materialistic, to continue hoarding, collecting
· “commoditoy”
· “Cool factor”
· Girls are being told to be sexy,dtizy; guys strong and macho…

Introducing Post-Structuralism
· Michel Foucault
· Discourse- refers to distinct areas of social knowledge
· Writing in late 1970s and 80s
· Interested in the relationship between knowledge and power
· Interested in how knowledge is produced; argues that knowledge is being produce all the time
· Difference between structuralist and post-structuralist
· “Discursive knowledge” is multiple; no one knowledge of how the world works; there are knowledgeS; produced rather than uncovered; relationship between power and the relationship to produce
· he says “if you have power, you can produce knowledge”
· He argues there is no concrete thing as “craziness”
· Says the institution and … determine what is bad; crazy
· Power is not limited; does not define power as being held by places of authority; authorities figure
· We all have power
· For example, punk says “yo mama” is an example of discursive knowledge, the bully with the limited knowledge about your mom uses is to address the little power he has in dealing with math
· Discursive power, people don’t act because of a visible power or authority, we act because of the “invisible guard” on the tower (refer to the guard tower example)

Crime in Film
· How do film and tv produce discursive knowledge about
· Crime
· Often crimes are done by people depicted as “crazy”
· Crime is often depicted as interesting, adventurous, almost like a game
· Criminal master mind, racialized, mostly white male
· Criminals
· Criminals are often depicted as extremists; sometimes glorified if they are the main character
· Breaking bad
· Dexter
· Hannibal?
· Policing
· Sometimes played by character that are depicted as “stupid”, fat, slow
· Expand to include biologist….. 
· Law & Order

Film Noir
· Detective genre
· Encompasses crime shows; L.A. Confidential; Gone Baby Gone
· Cynical; these systems are valuable; not very trustworthy
· Usually an ex cop; but need to dog at the crime
· Femme fatale; cynical, control of their own sexuality, bombshell, they they need to be really attractive to use their power 
· Lots of cynicism

Veronica Mars: 
“Chick Dick”

	As a Teen Girl
	As Hardboiled

	· State of being a virgin or not
· Still has to face the routines of being a teenager
· Girly, cliquey
· Rebel
· Know the dominant discourse of knowledge of girliness

	· Finding out how her best friend died
· Not giving up
· Witty
· Threatens and uses violence as last resource
· Cynical of marriage
· Distrusting


Discourse- concept articulated by Michel Foucault; distinct area of social knowledge

· Shows us discourses are multiple and discourses can be challenged
· Also challenges the PI discourse; isn’t a isolated type of person, she is still close with family; her father

Law and Order
· We see the criminal justice system as the protagonist
· About the police that catches and the lawyers and … that serves them to justice
· Law & Order is more optimistic than the Film Noir genre
· A clear depiction of good and bad
· Produces knowledge about America, racial knowledge, terrorism, gender and race
· While there is racial diversity, the black and latino cops do things more differently as cops; more violent 
· Asian psychologist; another racial stereotype 

CSI
· “Forensic gaze” idea that crime is knowable through the use of science; through the lens of forensics
· Science as objective and definitive
· Here we rely on the hard facts; science
· We see the forensic technicians are the heroes
· “CSI effect” the American legal system face, jurors expect “laser beam” shows; false impression on solving crimes
· From the show, we think science is definitive, but in reality it isn’t

Action Hero Cop
· Badass, charismatic, lone wolves, vigilante, leather jackets, males, outside of the system
· Total lack of faith of system, needs to work on his own 

	
	Film Noir
	L&O
	CSI
	Action Hero Cop

	Protagonist
	Hard boil PI
	The criminal justice system
	Forensic Technicians
	The bad ass lone wolf

	Attitude Toward Crime
	Skeptical or unowable
	A need that justice needs to be served
	
	

	Example
	The Wire
	Cold Case
	Criminal Minds, Bones, Lie to me
	White Chicks,…. 




Moral panic
· Crisis that is amplified through the new media; continuously produces the idea that there is a problem
· One crisis happened in the 1990, “squeegee kids”, knowledge produced by gov’t, media, business owners
· That homeless ppl are vermons and pests
· Panic could have been promoted as youth homelessness instead of them as pests

Neo libirsm when it took off?
Marxims

Hollywood!

Theodor Adorno & Max Horkeimer 
· Western Marxist
· Affected by the brutality of WW2, especially by the fascism
· Interested in the role of culture; that produced these cultural ideas that was redundant
· Where culture was imagined as existing outside; that people produce things because the soul “moves” them; something in our spirit and in our soul; a romanticism around the starving artist
· Culture is never produced outside economic systems
· “Cultural Industry”; singular because they are all pop culture or mass culture promotes the capitalist culture; “superstructure”
· Thesis has four points
· Standardization
· That there is always something new and nothing new at all; simultaneously
· Eg sequels, prequels, standard plot points, re-makes, book adaptation
· Is beneficial to the people producing the culture
· Cheaper in terms of creative labour
· Little risk
· Pseudo Individualization
· “Pseudo” fake; they sell us these fake ideas that we can become individuals when we consume cultural stuff, but it is fake, not true 
· They hated jazz
· A lot of cultures build emotional response; that we are “hailed” by the culture but really we have no choice; that you identify with it; they manufacture these “responses”
· Social media is the “hall mark” of being yourself through the lens of a huge corporation that is making a whole lot of money behind the scenes
· Maintenance of the Status Quo
· About race, class, gender, sex ideas reproduced
· Familiar
· Media gets us addicted to their media to become distracted from real social issues; keep us from rising and creating  a revolution
· A lot of meritocracy narratives or “American dream narrative” “if you work hard you will succeed”
· The dismiss structural form of inequality 
· “black and white” friendship films eg. Lethal weapon
· the idea that friendship or if you are nice to people race issues will go away; superficial and wrong understanding of how race works
· “what savior films” idea white protagonist is savior; the cure…
· Absorption of Dissent
· Argue that even when there are moment of resistance where they disrupt status quo ideas; that will quickly be co-opted by the media industry
· Eg. Tattoos
· Rap Example:
· Public Enemy
· Explicitly about white supremacy
· Snoop Dog
· Advertising a gin company 
· Status quo Idea that we should think that the world is okay, we should just have fun

People argued that
· They are Elitist
· Historically specific; that they were wounded by the memories of fascism and can’t be applied to 21century 
· Disregard alternative uses and readings of culture; that they assume we are passively consume what we are being sold 
· Not true we consume culture in a very complex way
· Totalizing- ie. “resistance is futile”

Think about discursive knowledge; how to romantic comedies produce ideas about love and gender?
· There is that one special person for every person; soul mate
· You should pursue love at all cost
· Love conquers all
· Always fall for people you initially hated
· Gender divide about who love is for  
· Idea that sex for men and love for women
· Men and women are seen as opposites
· Men pursue their own interest
· Women depending on man represents as their need for love; message that women need men

Early Cinema (1895-1920)
· This moment of movie theatres was very European
· The development of a studio system; owned by movie producers; vertical distribution 

Classic Hollywood1920-1960
· Shift of Europe of north America
· Huge growth of film attendance
· Fictional drama as the dominate genre “gone with the wind”
· Monopolies of the 5 major studios
· Film production become more concentrated 

30-53
· Using metaphors to talk about things like sex
· Idea of love conquering all was not the idea
· Skepticism of love
· Takes place in elite settings
· Fantastical and escapist
· “screw-ball” rom-com
· lots of film noir, lots of play with power

post ww2
· produced general norm of gender roles
· “women can’t have it all” type messages
56-77
· Marilyn Monroe and Doris day
· Embodied the archetypical the sexually explicit, conniving and dumb
· not to trusted, not very responsible M.M
· Respectable women that is also hospitable D.D
· Love seen as something they need and need to just live comfortably
67-76
· A response to market if movie viewers watching at home instead of theatres
· Filmakers responding to social movements
· Rom com was also influence by the holly wood renaissance
· Challenging sexual mores; but not that radical because the films show that the radical relationships don’t last

Digital Era
· Starwars… jaws

Rom Coms of late 70s to 90s
· Annie Hall (1977)	
· Nervous romance
· Awkward male lead, neurotic and anxious
· An anxiety of what romance is and gender roles
· At the time females were becoming more “stronger” roles and this movie was a reaction to that social movement
· Lots of dwelling in the murkiness of itself, they talk a lot and challenges a successful conclusion of the movie
· Reaffirmation of romance (sleepless in Seattle)
· New romance or neo romance
· We see a critical nostalgia; constant reference to 1960’s movie
· Problematic nostalgia; time when we talked less; time when females weren’t as “strong” 
Contemporary Rom Coms
· Celebration of the grotesque
· Animal comedy, an ekos of being disgusting in that period
· Sex jokes
· We think about rom com producing these strict norms, so comedy makes fun or makes light of the norms; embracing the awkward; amplifies the neurosis of woody allen’s movie of andy Warhol

Theme of Ambivalence
· Ambi= both, valence=power; you love you hate it you don’t know; eg. Marilyn Monroe 
· Striver slacker narratives, phenomenon, slacker under achieving men with over achieving women; ambivalence with gender changing roles

Homo romcom- Romance between friends; a challenge to the rhetoric of rom coms
Angry rom com- inspired by classic Hollywood, full of action, money, women that were in it for love; they hate each other until they love each other
Queer rom com- queer romance
· Usually strong female protagonists; that they need to give up something; can be seen as women backlash films
· Most popular

Stuart Hall
· Suggests the people read culture in complex and nuance ways 
· Encoding- production of culture
· Technical infrastructure- new ways of viewing culture affects how we read it
· Relations of Productions- the political economy of how culture is being produced; who owns it affects what media is produced
· Frameworks of Knowledge- available discourses or available ideas 
· Decoding- process of consumption of culture
· Dominant reading – if you read, what has been encoded precisely as the producers imagined as you would; comedy, you would read it as a happy story
· Oppositional reading- you think you know what the preferred read was, you take it but, you take the opposite; ironic readings, so you listen to taylor swift to make fun of her; un-sincere readings
· Negotiated Reading- accepts mostly dominate reading, but accepts some challenges to this reading; might find challenges to discourse; challenges gender issues…

Sdny Crosby: dominate- happy, oppositional reading- being mad rooting for US, negotiated- indifference; happy Canada won but acknowledges that US has better team

When Harry Met Sally
· 1989, reaffirmation of romance discourse was happening
· Drive together and hate each other along the way
· Over a decade, but become friends over a long term arc

What is the preferred reading? Oppostional?
In the context of the nostalgia of.., what ideas of gender sex, and romance are being produced here?
· In a diner
· Has casual conversation about why it is a good thing that they shouldn’t have gotten together and other 
· Female pokes fun of sexual taboos

Preferred: is funny, light hearted, both characters have weird ideas/ personalities but we understand it
Oppositional: the scene was completely inappropriate, female being too “vocal” about such sexual taboos
· Men are pigs just interested in sex; that they can be emotionless after sex
· Women are expected to cater to men sexual needs
· Women being “conniving” in the interest of pleasuring the men
· Women need love; men need sex


Essay
-small scale qualitative
-sample all Penny dreadful, sample is penny dreadful and population is penny dreadful

provisional bibliography, things you could use in your proposal, what you imagine you will engage with

The Consuming Life 
 
Thorstein Veblin
· Writing; shopping in leisure practice was a phenomenon
· With a Marxist lens, this is very constructive for capitalists
· People began “window shopping”; there was an over production of things, more things to look at
·  Late 19 century; ppl began to shop for symbolic reasons
· Conspicuous Consumption
· Refers to the purchase of expensive things just because they are expensive, to highlight one’s wealth social status and taste
· Contrast to protestant ideas of frugality
· Functions to demonstrate on key thing, one’s distance from labour; “you have so much money you don’t need to work
· For ex. Fararris, high heels
· Valuing symbolic value over functionality; and highlights one’s distance from labour
· Distinction from old money and new money
· Working class and middle class emulate leisure class; the result is that 
· Conspicuous Waste
· Consuming resources one does not needs and, wasting
· Symbolic performance of class
· Conspicuous= overt; not hiding; trying to demonstrate 
· Conspicuous Leisure
· A certain class does not have to work b/c of inheritance
· Through leisure activities it is the showy way of hiding one’s 
· Brunch= conspicuous leisure; engaging a lot of time invested into knowing the right places to brunch and a lot of resources to have lunch
· A trickled down, to hipster Torontonian
· FB, show us distancing ourselves from labour
Pierre Bourdieu
· How consumption is a performance of class
· We have access to 3 different types of capital
· Economic capital
· Access material resources
· Social 
· Access to social resources
· Taste is always arms race, no relation of taste and goodness
· Cultural 
· access to certain disposition, taste, knowledge and this idea of habitus
· “cultural know how”
· what we think we know what’s good to consume
· Something that is engrain with us as we grew up; we can become alienated also because of our habitus
· We learn about class through these performances
· Class is really about lifestyle choices, taste and culture; rather than anything about structure inequality
· This idea that class Is inherited is demonstrated through what is deemed culturally valuable is always moving, and ppl that get to determine what is high class is in control of the elite

Fight Club
· What does fight club have to say about consumer society?
· IKEA, mass produced products are seen as lesser things, reflects working labour rather than distance us
· Fight club offers an explicit critique of consumer society
· That consumer society, hypnotizes us and makes us dead inside
· What does fight club have to say about gender?
· Need to be violent, overt for males
· All the main girl she is female through sexuality and love
· Prduces the idea that consumption is a female practice; that buying stuff is emasculating
· Men are on the column of production active masculine; women are on the passive, accepting
· Masks reality that consumption is also work
· That consumerism can only be challenged by “specific men”

Lorde- Royals
· Veblin, Bourdieu and race?
· Veblin- “love affair” with commodities; shows conspicuous waste, consumption and leisure
· What types of products… is she focusing on?
· Higher class and party culture
· Consumption of new rich black rap stars


Advertising and Branding

· Emerged in 20th century 1900s
· Production of goods gotten very efficient; in order to keep capitalism; they needed to get ppl to buy stuff (solve crisis of overproduction); needing more than you actually need
· Pre 1920s- advertising operated at denotation; at surface levels explicitly; promote the good life
· After 1920s- advertising operated at connotation; promote to go beyond what 
· Connotations promises to sexiness, health… all intangible things (complicated connotations of the good life)
· The good life paradox: advertisers always promise the good life; but they never want you to obtain the good life; constantly defers this good life
· You might think you have the good life; but you do not know what you don’t have
· “Advance Branding” 
· Klein argues that
· 1980s ere decade to really saw the rise of transnational organizations 
· 1988, phillip morris, cigarette company bought craft for 4.6 mil; they bought it for the brand
· The power connotation invested in brands has become an important thing
· How the size of logos on things have actually grown, inch to almost chest size

The Perfect $2,500 Stocking Stuffer
· 

Couponing
· Her life gets so into couponing that her life revolves around it
· Shopping= work
· Just b/c you can doesn’t mean you should
· Bourdieu- class performance of the working class traditionally,
· The show has lots of branding content

Nail Polish 
· No distinction between a $68 nail polish to regular drug store nail polish 
· Bottle has artistic description associating with brand 
· Even going to a store like this can be considered “conspicuous consumption”
· IF people are valuing the product for it’s function and not its branding, then it is not conspicuous consumption. Regardless of your bank account.


Identity, Gender & Sexuality 
· Identity
· O’brien and Szeman, identity arise out of social structures, we do not have free will to be who we want to be, it’s impossible; no such thing as true self
· Individual identity is a very strong idea, neo liberalism feeds us the idea that we need to find out selves; on the flip side we have personal responsibility;
· Identity is imaginary; produced by people; not concrete form; has real tangible consequences. For example, soldier standing on guard in the … in October, Nathan…, his social identity was the reason why he was murdered
· Modern conception of identity
· True self is inside us; I think therefore I am
· PostStructuralist (Foucault) 
· I’m going to become myself
· Self is not some kernel inside you, you are always becoming yourself
· People are complicated, you can be a strong feminist and love the bachelor
· Panopticism
· Foucault
· We are always being watched and responding to it; that there is always a watch tower looking over us

	Peers
	Parents
	The State

	· Share similar values but at the same time they can also introduce new values to us (need to be more specific)
· Ridicule for being different, thus you are swayed into doing something
· Endorsements
· You may try to emulate
· “Pink on Wednesdays”
	· They teach us how to behave in the eye of the public/ what is right
· They are the fashion police
· Influence sexual orientation, who to date
	· Certain laws, by banning things and allowing
· School, dress codes
· Employment Equity, employment standards


How these three sets of people police work to police like gender identity

· She argues that it isn’t just gender socially produced, but sex is also socially produced
· Performativity: “the way social society scripts about sex and gender
· The body is inseparable from culture, are bodies are always a cultural products
· What do we do with are bodies that is cultural
· Piercings
· Tattoos
· Circumcision 
· Work out
· Shaving
· Butler makes the argument that gender performativity, isn’t just put on, it just bleeds into us 
· Butler thinks that there is not front stage, back stage

· Drag performances 
· are exaggerated performances of gender and sexuality; very different from trans identitiy, that gender is a show
· Parody- is imitation as form of ridicule and satire; parody works to highlight that social identities are cultural products; misread parodies reinforces what is being ridicule
· Pussycat dolls came out of burlesque; recreate women sexualities; but then they forgot… “we want to be role models for little girls”, 
· They are ironic performances of… an example of fail parody 
· Faux queen is the female version for a drag performance
· Dolly is a “faux queen”

Practice Content Analysis “Shake it Off”
· Is a parody video
· Ballet girls, fit, slender, young, graceful with moves, expressionless or no big smiles, almost serious looking, uptight, improper 
· Hip hop, mainly a males, style, baggy clothes, good at dancing, has boom-box over their shoulder to show they are fond of music associated with their culture, big gold chains 
· Future-y style associated with silver and flashy wear, good at “robot” dancing, they always have some weird head gear that covers eyes “window to our soul”
· Cheerleaders, all girls, all wear small tiny outfits, all wearing skirts, very feminine, all slim and fit
· Femininity= twerking, ballet, gymnasts, cheerleaders 
· Although it might have been a parody, what might was shown that does the opposite, reinforces; 
· Taylor Swift= naïve, young and clumsy

Hegemonic Masculinity
· A type of masculinity; an exclusive idea of maleness; “most valued type of masculinity 
· Dominance over women
· Dominance over other men
· Hierarchy within men
· Macho Masculinity
· “The maxim Model”
· Superheros
· Revenge of the Nerds
· Gamgergate
· Guys reviewing/harassing female game developers
· “Dinosaur Planet”, “damsel in distress” takes the opportunity from females to become the hero
· They are lower in the hierarchy of masculinities
· Dominance over women
· Big bang theory
· Celebrated for the their intelligence
· Maintain dominance over women; penny is not as smart
· Hierarchy of masculinity are maintained
· Intelligence is more permanent and beauty is more swaying 
· They are understood as the subordinate type of masculinity
· One thing that is maintained, they enact their dissatisfaction not on the male jocks or … but on women
· Slacker Masculinity
· Man-Child; most seth rogen characters
· 40 yr old virgin; knocked up
· Men who feel they can no longer succeed in the feminist dominate world
· Feminist backlash
· Refer to the slack striver rom-com
· Knocked up; male protagonist unemployed but funny; female emasculating women
· That they should get the good jobs

Feminism
· Particular social movement in the 19 century; aims of decreasing gender inequality
· Address gender thinking that is dominate
· Feminism are not just interested in the treatment and representation of women; they are thinking about how types of masculinity hurt not just women but affect men as well
· Someone who believes men and women have equal rights; men and women should have equal access 
· Liberal feminist ask about the presence of women in film

3 characteristics of 
· are there 2 female characters main
· two named women in Oscars
· do these two name women have conversation with each other?; other than about a man?

Dos Equis
· Wearing a suit
· With a lot of ladies
· Pool, adventurous
· He has a beard
· Chuck Norris-esque “he can stop bullets with his beard”
· He’s white
· Surrounded by luxuries
· Aged
· Strong 
· Smart, valued for intelligence
· Charismatic
· Independent
· Good Looking
· Super-able
· Bachelor-like

Feminism
· Liberal feminism (most popular) vry limited
· Marxist Social list.. 
· Speaks to oppression of women, workers and capitalist exploitation in general
· Capitalism enables women to be … and oppressed
· Devaluing of women’s labour; particularly labour of social reproduction
· Workers are already denied the value of their labour, females even more so
· Third wave
· Born in 1960s to… 1980s
· Type of feminism we see in our contemporary social world
· Poststructural feminism
· Feminists very inspired by Foucault
· Really interested in this idea of discursive knowledge production
· Gender in relation to class and race….

Popular Feminism
· Rosanne
· Tv show; intersection between class and gender; socialist view of feminism
· Time
· Classic liberal
· Beyonce
· Third wave
· Producer of discursive knowledge of women; specifically about black women
· Lisa Simpson
Post Feminism
· Contemporary idea
· Two basic assumptions
· Feminism is not necessary; that we live in a post feminist time
· Feminism, is an angry, sour, bitter movement 
· Critique of this idea; feminist have been really engaged in patriarchal thinking; 
· That women always thinking about men, which gives men patriarchal thinking but also detrimental
· Feminism really is: The idea that women should have the freedom to choose for themselves
· This idea of choice is an illusion
· Pole dancing is came out of the idea of; it exists to a very specific concept
· Sexual subjectification
· Post racial thinking; in our Obama age, racism is no longer a thing

Trans Representation 
· Trans representation in pop culture takes a very specific form
· They are “invisible” 
· Often reduced to stereo types 
· Trans that focus on their transition; storylines always about their transition
· Often represented as victims
· Largely played by actors that are not trans
· Box office names
· Cis gendered actors are comfortable to viewers
· Some argue that there are not enough trans actors

Trans Films
· Trans America
· Not caricatured

Midterm 2

· Fill in blank, no terms not concepts
· Give examples for things in full sentence
· 2 articles (ipage) write essay analyzing from sociological perspective
· Chapter 4,5,6 (Half the chapter),today’s lesson
· 2 Parts (not cumulative)
· Definitions
Key terms: conspicuous consumption & whose concepts is this?, leisure and waste; cultural capital; habitous; hegemonic…, post femininity, 3 readings of culture, define and explain in the essay. Speak to specific detail of article and then connect to specific points in the concepts. 


· The culture industry thesis (Adorno and Horkheimer) 
· Dominated/negotiated/oppositional readings (Stuart Hall) 
· Conspicuous consumption/waste/leisure (Thorstein Veblen) 
· Cultural capital/habitus (Pierre Bourdieu) 
· Hegemonic masculinity 
· Feminisms 
· Postfeminism 
· Performativity 
· Social identity
Foucault’s “The History of Sexuality”

Pornification
· The logic of pornography or the dominant discourse, has bled into all aspects of our media world
· Porn lingo
· Porn attitudes
· Fashion ads
· Music award video

Dominate Pornographic Discourse
· This lecture comes form a post structuralist perspective
· What we know about sex, isn’t 
· Knowledge is produced for us through media, porn
· Education system
· Characteristics
· Phallocentrism
· Sex is understood through the male activity of sex and women is represented as passive vehicles for male pleasure
· “The phallus is central”
· Lesbian sex is not considered sex based on this definition
· Whereas gay sex is much more policed
· Language to describe sex
· Sport metaphor and violence metaphor
· “Second, third base” and “scoring”
· Penis’s are celebrated and named
· Strong and powerful agents
· Apparently have their own brains
· The film board rates men getting blow jobs and rape as something okay for 17 and below to watch, while women enjoying sex is thought to be so obscene as r-rated

Objectification of Women
· Women are seen as objects, reduced to body parts; eg. All about that bass
· Women as natural resource; closer to nature eg. Celebrities naked in nature “I’d rather be naked than…”
· More extreme for racial women; they are hyper sexualized
· Women as passive and inert; women are represented as dead in porn; end of pornography is women dead
· Not suggesting that women are coy; but actual dead objects for male pleasure
· Women are not seen as having their own sexual desires
· Represented in ways that make them vulnerable to real-life violence

Pornography is a medium for ensuring and suring up ideas of hedernormativity

Homophobia- Girl on girl porn is not lesbian porn; males are still at the center of these performances

Magic Mike
· Hegemonic Masculinity
· Very attractive, built men
· Charismatic
· Humping dancing
· Mostly white males (speaks to racism)
· Active strong
· Women are shown to have their own sexual desire as they scream for the males that are performing 
· Women objectification- “the cop asks if the female has a sharp object …”
· Phallocentric understanding of sex? Yes, has the males dance they simulate their own pleasure
· Lots of thrusting
· Costumes that focus on the male physique
· Can still pick up women without asking; strong
· Homophobia? 
· Stripper pole, would not be shown on film because 

Sexual Subjectivities

Homonormativity- rests at the intersection of neoliberal ideologies and queer subjectivity
· Queer
· There is a preferred way to perform queer-ness
· Need to be responsible
· Don’t whine about self
· Be monogamous
· It gets better
· Not written into the definition that we need to take active action
· They allow the idea that if you have good self confidence does not mean you won’t get discrimited
· Very limited messages

Documentary: The Bro Code
· Idea: women are for men’s sexual enjoyment
· Bro culture is sexist?
· Tony Stark, James Bond womanizer
· Womanizing is about power and entitlement
· MTV used to be about music
· Now it’s about ratings
· Jersey shore; women need to compete to be the hottest
· They just reinforce old traditional sexist values
· In the music video roles
· Women are submissive
· Men are to get as many women as possible
· An alpha male will use women to show other men they have power
· Kapa Sigma
· Lit up the bro culture world
· Alpha Male
· Maxim
· Bullies other non-maxim men, gay men and any other remotely feminine men
· The thing about the bro code is you ridicule the guy that doesn’t adhere to it
· Don’t act, don’t snitch
· Gay teens are 3x likely to commit suicide than heterosexual teens
· Smart women scare away womanizers
· It seems that women end up competing with all the other submissive women rather than changing men’s attitude about women
· Internet has become main distributor of porn and also has become sex ed for guys
· Men have been taught that women say no means they want it
· Men can get erectile dysfunction from chronic porn using
· Gonzo porn
· One part sex and one part abuse
· Even anime
· Stagliono says “people” instead of men when he talks about how he worries that they are creating art the feeds
· Hate porn
· There is a difference between wanting something and having a choice
· Anti-porn is often misunderstood as anti-sex; 
· Feminist anti-porn is libertarian egalitarian towards sex
· Men has become unapologetic about porn and uses them as their screensavers
· College women are 4x more likely to be date raped
· 56% of college males say they would rape if they could get away with it
· 84% of women that got raped will know who their assailant it
· The gang rape in October 2009, many watched some participated and no one 

Demasculinity cops
· They soak up the influences around them
· Can be mom, coaches, brothers, friends, women can be a masculinity cop
· Shows us how much we de-value women

· For women, their fantasy is that their love will change the “bad boy” while still keeping all the “cool” attributes about them

Comprehension, Apply Concenpts, Analyze, Understand Stuff to Create New Knowledge

Essay Questions
How can we understand the logic of “bros before hoes” in terms of the dominant pornographic discourse?
· Females are constantly being seen as the submissive passive vehicles for men
· Sports metaphors for sex is used like “scoring”
· Being a guy that is feminine is very often ostracized by the alpha males
· “money over bitches”
· Denotation of a hoe is a tool
· Connotation of “bro” is equal, family, loyalty
· Devaluation of women
· Sisters before misters is not as popular even though it is the same meaning
· So clearly situates women as objects; something that only
· Jersey shores guys, Tom cruise talking about “respecting the cock”

How did the filmmaker argue that more pornography does not equal more sexiness
· Men that are chronic porn users get erectile dysfunction and find it harder to find pleasure with real life partners without porn
· There’s also porn like Gonzo porn and hate porn that features males dominance and lot of abuse towards women which can be very disturbing to watch but, men become desensitized towards it and rather are seeing this as something to be aroused by
· Meant to be eroticized by violence
· Porn produce a gilligans island 
· Something that parks our sexual desires
· They don’t consider if these desires are real desires or manufactured desires
· Help us dominant feminist critiques
· Violent masogenist things are something different

How can we understand this film in relation to ideas of post-feminism and choice
· We can understand this film in relations to post-feminism and choice in that we should understand that yes we still live in a world that women are still being devalued through what we watch and say and that we need to be made aware of this to have a real choice in our attitudes towards how we should act towards all these women devaluizing things like gonzo porn. 
· Porn industry is mostly run by men
· Women don’t really have much choice in the porn industry
What different types of masculinity were resp in this film? Where any missing?
Can you identify some examples of the bro code in the logiece news in Canada these days? At Ryerson?

White Privileged
· Reproduced unchallenged
· White entitlement
· The OC, sizable latino population, 6% of OC is Asian
· “Ex-nomination” ubiquity of whiteness; they are everywhere but it is never really discussed
· black high school students underachieving; yet not talking about how white people are normal and central
· White culture is never really called white culture 
· They are not meant to be hyper-visible
· Little mosque on the prarie; that muslims can be funny and good actors…
· Zoey Deschannel and Mindy… difference is that Mindy always talks about her race while Zoey doesn’t
· Naming Whiteness, can challenge ex-nominaiton
· Lots of non-white people name whiteness
· Louis C K, 30 rock…
· When is naming whiteness is useless; naming whiteness without naming systems of powers 

Oscars 2015
· All of them are white; not representative of the talent
· Members of academy; 94% white, 2% black, 2% latino, 2% others
· 17 latino and 13 black in the US
· 77% of the academy are white men over the age of 62
· norms of hegemonic masculitiny 
· Horkeimer may say that they are the elite; maintenance of the status quo qualities
· Economic payoff for celebrating white 
· Black women is the president of the Academy
Music Awards
· How white norms are produced in music
· Brad paisley, made a comment that there’s another show black-ish on, here we can call this white-ish
· Perhaps people are too sensitive?
· Brad just made an observation of the fact that country music is dominated by white people
· People too anxious about being called racist
· It’s very privileged to have to not talk about race

Kanye often Right
· People say
· Over inflated ego
· Over opinionated
· People say he’s crazy and os often written off
· Shows white mediocrity and black excellence
· Beyonce robbed
· A song about boyfriend, virginity, … not really anything different
· He has a point that black excellence is being overlooked by the status quo taylor swift video
· It upheld what we deemed to be valued
· Same thing can be said for Macklemore

Beyonce robbed
Bush is _ people

White-washing
· Casting white actors to play non-white roles
· For ex. The Last Airbender, 
· Katniss is described as a middle eastern

Identity politics
· “challenge the status quo in their explicit bid for recognition and the extension of majority rights to minority groups” (p. 207)
· Working to produce the basic quality

Nation- A people defined by collective belonging to an extensive community, usually defined in relation to a specific territory
· Sense of collective belonging
· Sense of being cnadian; not only expressed by voting rights; something more intangible
· Foucodian contructural language
· Nation hood can also be very oppressive;
· Aro cobspawn- “imagined community
· “In fact, the nation, as a concept, derives its historical significance not so much through its grounding in a specific material polity or place as through its unprecedented power to command connections between people spread over vast distances” (p. 217).
· Not even in the smallest state, could most popular or media savy person can know all of their nation’s patriots
· One of the mechanism for this imaginative community
· Invented traditions: “a set of practices, normally governed by overtly or tacitly accepted rules of a ritual or symbolic nature, which seek to inculcate certain values and norms of behaviour by repetition, which automatically implies continuity with the past” (Hobsbawm on p. 218). 
· Are things; has continuity with past
· Tomb of the unknown soldier (giving an offering at a tomb)
· We have certain narrative in collate certain norms and values
· State- a geography that is organized and rule by a separate gov’t


· Canada
· First narrative; canada is a wilderness
· Home grown brands with Roots
· Commercials of tourism in Canada
· Sports teams names; Vancouver Canucks
· Canadian Music
· Canada as “empty land”; has very specific political ramifications
· What are we not talking about when we are talking about the “empty lands”
· We are displacing colonial violence 
· The Group of Seven; Emily Carr isn’t included
· Second Narrative, white settler and aboriginal natives
· 4000 movies made by Hollywood about natives
· All movies show Indians riding horses and wearing 
· White washing, famous Indian is played by an Italian
· Imaginative Indian
· The western white conception of what aboriginal are like
· “indian” can be seen as a racial slur
· Has many characteristics
· That white settlers and Indians are oppositional
· White settlers are seen to be civilized, rational, about science, in control of needs and desires, white men hegominc pinnicle of masculinity 
· Indians, spiritual, close to nature, hyper sexualized, 
· Noble Savage- oppositional of white civility
· All indigenous people are cast with the same brush; same constant representation 
· Works to reinforce that white settlement was okay; “it’s a good thing that we arrived”; Cowboy and Indians; oppositional reading about this is that Indians are the ones being murdered and slashed not that the cowboys are heroes 

· Marlon Brando; award speech

Cultural Appropriating- Appropriating “taking something as your own”
· Majority cultures taking stuff from minority cultures
· Process of appropriating cultural traditions, artifacts, and practices from minority cultures by members of the majority
· Turns culture into commodities that can be bought and sold
· Processes that benefit the white majority
· Chicago black hawks
· Washington redskins 
· It reduces people to a caricature; hairbands used to hold onto wigs a complete part of the imaginative indian
· “honouring” people by making them a caricature
· “The tomahawk chop” is not a thing indian people do; a parody to minimize to entertain sports fan
· # Dsquaw women’s fashion collection; Squaw- slur about sexual violence against indigenous women
· People in white culture with white power taking power from minorities; capitalizing on people that have no rights For ex. The orange jumpsuit style; Halloween costumes
Iggy Izelia, decontextualize what black musicians ….

Post Colonial Identities
· “describes a critical perspective concerned with the persistence of—and resistance to—the legacies of 500 years of colonialism” (p. 224). 
· 
Resistance 
· Harper, murdered aboriginal women that went missing
· 5x morel likely to be murdered (aboriginal women)
· “vamps” used to describe how many women are missing (12K, w/in last 20 years)
Orientalism
· similar to post colonialism
· both work to reposition white traditional society as norm
· Western europe is civilized right democratic; middle eastern are situated as barbaric, set in the past, anti women
· Coined as middle eastern, arabic as orientalism
· “a dominant form of colonial discourse in which a mythologized East or “Orient” becomes a site for the projection of Western fantasies of otherness as well as a  mechanism for Western domination of actual non-Western cultures” (p. 221). 
· A way of thinking that emerged through history of colonization
· Works to set this sort of oppositional thinking (created in a western colonization; similar again to post colonialism)
· Has effects how we orient out foreign policies, how crimes are treated… at the expense of other people, what traditions are deemed valuable and what are deemed to barbaric 
· Some concepts of oriental thinking
· Older films
· Harems, very representative of indigenous people
· Reel Bad Arabs
· Representations of the Arab world focus on:
· Culture and tradition (vs. modernity)
· Harems..
· Terrorism 
· Any (the terminator guy) movie
· Oppression of women
· Represented as abused objects…
· Effects of orientalism
· Reinforce the superiority of the western identity
· Orientalism is a form of discursive knowledge; Hollywood is not representing the world as it is but is affecting how we view the world
· Colonization through the works of cultural production

Orientalism in Canada
· Debates around hijabs in soccer in quebec
· Safety, to mask the other reasons
· When … talks about candian values, they re really talking about white western values, colonial discourse



“I will demonstrate my thesis by this this and this”

Neo liberalism
· Privatization od public goods and free trades, 1990
· Internet became privatized phenomenon 

Google
· Google books, free books for all; but closing small book shops
· Has huge powerful in deciding what we read
· Owned by English people

Microsoft
· 3 years ago, Bill Gates was worth 3 bil
· went to private school with computer club
· cpu based on technologies the were investments that were already the result of public investment
· and invested into education in Africa
· computing technology that bill gates used was already produced in 1800s by weaving
· that these privatized technologies were available only because of decades of technological development 
· “Digital Divide” 
· “whereby poor and rural Americans remain unconnected to broadband far beyond the rates in other advanced nations”
· is defined a divide between the comfort of life that we work in and the life we don’t
· of Canadians in the highest income quarter 95% had access to internet, poorest quarter 64% had access to internet
· Debate
· A) Social media sites (Youtube, Facebook, Twitter) encourages the democratic creation and dissemination of knowledge.
· Anyone can create an account, content is only limited to what is too profane etc.
· Hastage activism; that important political things happen on twitter; for raising awareness
· Allow so social values to be inseminated 
· #freezethefees raised lots of money but there were also narcissism in volved 
· Slacktivism- “feel-good online activism that has zero political or social impact”
· Gamification= using the logic and mechanics of gaming in other, non-gaming contexts
· Goal is to win
· No real consequences (not huge)
· There’s a quantification insemination through points
· Rules and logic
· In it for self
· Fitbit, okcupid
· B) Social media sites mainly encourage narcissism and political apathy. 
· Social media sites are mainly about improving and maintaining the “cyber self”

Quantified self
· Works to alienate our real selves
· Gamification and quantification means we are working when we aren’t
·  How many calories you ate, how much friends you have ….
· Hooking us constantly into this production
· Foucault says this is a confession, that we are coming to ourselves through this metric
· That we comes to know ourselves through facebook, “oh wait let me check on my profile”…
Heightened logic of everyday celebrities
· In the context of gamification, it’s an idea that we can all be celebrities
· Snowflake logic is nice, but everyday celebrity is different; to use social media to validate “stardom”
· How is it an expression of neoliberalism; this sort of focus on the individual; about personal responsibility; that if you  work hard you can be a celebrity or anything; there is a system for that
· Cult of an individual is packages in this beautiful stardom, but it also means we’re neglecting the public good.

Surveillance in the Digital Age
· She looks at the way in which Facebook is structured 
· Online privacy has become 

Guest Speaker
Panoptic Principle turned pleasurable?
· The watchtower; the idea that if you feel like you are always being watched, you will behave
Facebook
· Social insecurity, need for validation
· We are both prisoner and guard
· Ads tailored towards individuals
· Profitors are profiting from what we click, time we aren’t paid to work
· Opting out of third party advertising, is through DAAC Digital Advertising Alliance of Canada

Gov’t Surveillance
· Guilty until proven innocent? People are allowed to take further measurements to detain without needing that much proof
· Who watches the watchers?


Subcultures & Countercultures

We find resistance in mainstream culture include: girls and hammers “goldie blocks”

· Stuarts and modes of reading adonor and horkeimer industry thesis

Subcultures- “What makes subcultures different than other groups or communities in society is that they are (most commonly) groups that deviate or differ from existing social norms” (O’Brien & Szeman 2014: 242)
·   do not have necessarily have any political objectives, but they can and often do; gender race age, immigration status “groups”
· Removed from mainstream society
· Punk, hip hop; both have specific politics as well
· Quiverfull movement is a subculture of Christianity 
· Fan subcultures: Bronies, Trekkies, Twilhards
· Benying subcultures: pillow fights in hearts of cities; subursive act 
· Leisure: roller derby, skaters

BATL- what sort of dominant mainstream ideas about gender, … are challenged by this? 
· Not really useful
· Conspicuous leisure, what was used to be labour, now distanced from labour

Bronies
· Can be identified as countercultural
· Geek culture
· Works to challenge mosogenistic gender norms
· Influenced my anime and illusions to science fictions
· Humour is like a lot of comics; illusions to the matrix; references to dungeons and dragons
Participatory culture- meet up groups; conventions, “bro hoofs”

Countercultures- “Groups that express antagonism toward the existing social and political order, and propose alternative ways of organizing society” (p. 353).
 
· Shares this characteristic with sub cultures marginal groups; the key differences is that counter cultures want to changes the mainstream culture
· “Critical mass” movement of cyclist that try to take over city streets 
Situationism- mode of thought and action that was largely developed by Guy Debord
Way of thinking that combines Marxism, surrealism (art and cultural production that focus on mocking art itself), and existentialism (interested in thinking about life itself; materials realities of our life; asking spiritual question of what is the point of life in general
· All of our lives are mediated by these shiny images spectacles that are shallow in this capitalistic world
· that these spectacles are putting us to sleep; we are losing ourselves 
· We are constantly stuck in this loop of consumption and boredom; we are sleepwalking through our lives
· By creation situations; is to disrupt the loop of consumption and boredom
· Revolution of the everyday; engage in the politics of boredom; practices that try to wake people up
· Ex. graffiti that expresses situationalism “commute, work, commute, sleep” & “Flashmobs and pillow fights”, sub way dance parties,  situationlist slogan
Develop the technique Détournement- strategy that uses the power of images against themselves 
· Like advertising campaigns
· Culture Jamming- “Culture jamming is the practice of turning manifestations of consumer culture– in particular, advertising images– against themselves for political ends” (p. 253). 
· Joe Chemo Ad (slide)- to say that smoking kills and just supporting cigarette companies 
Feminist Graffiti- knit bombing; mashing up a male activity with something that is predominantly done by females; at the same time reclaims urban privatized spaces and reclaim the more masculine based society
Graffiti in general is most read as a something that is a male only pursuit

Roads & Crossing Line
· He isn’t sure if he should defined his freedom of speech or to try to get out as easily as he could when he was faced with jail time for 85 counts of public mischief
· Wanted to introduce and element of surprise; wants to wake people up
· Roadsworth and other kinds of graffiti is that he engages with urban environment and he uses stencils
· How can we read this graffiti as use of detourment 
· He’s using the images of the spectacle (organization and order) against itself; instead of using the articulation of order he uses it for an element of surprise

Skateboarding- emerged in popularity when in California there was a drought, as a result there were a bunch of empty swimming pools and they used it to practice that sport

Parkour- Used my French military as training method, use the city as their playground; using spaces in ways that are not intended; detournment using urban spaces in news ways

· (Absorption of Dissent) Many countercultures are appropriated towards mainstream society and so is easily absorbed
· (Nostalgia & Backlash) reading Archie’s even at the time (80s) was already nostalgic looking and longing for more stable times, back lash is a more counter/ resistance (forrest gump is not affected at all by counterculture; brian and shemans reading that counter cultures ideas are dangerous)

[bookmark: _GoBack]FINAL EXAM Essay Topics (Develop one specific fill-in-the blank question)

· The Bro Code
· Gender and Sexuality
· Race
· Nation Orientation Colonialism
· The Internet and Social Media
· Subcultures and Countercultures

	•Neoliberalism 
•The culture industry thesis 
•Commodity fetishism 
•Conspicuous consumption/ leisure 
•Ideology 
•The paradox of childhood 
•Semiotics 
•Hegemonic masculinity 
•Feminisms (liberal, post-feminism, Marxist-socialist feminism) 
 
	 
•Pornification 
•Homonormativity 
•Healthism 
•Ableism 
•Colonialism 
•Orientalism 
•White privilege 
•Gamification 
•Panopticism 
•Situationism 
 



1. What is one of the characteristics of gamification?
2. Womanizing is about power and entitlement (according to the bro code)
3. What the the Gilligan ideology reference represent (in terms of bro code)
a. Male dominance 
4. What is the term in pop culture that is used in the sexual exploitation of women?
a. Squab (Not a good one)
5.  Name two of the four steps outlined in the Bro Code (like how men should act)
a. train men to womanize rape jokes…
6. Aboriginal women murdered at _ times ***
a. 5
7. What does orientalism work to reaffirm?
a. Western Dominance
8. Name three different types of subcultures?
a. Leisure sub… fan…
9. What are the traits associated with trans people in films?
a. Hypervisible, victimized, (don’t worry about it, before last midterm)
10. The black panthers, bike gangs and terrorist are all examples of 
a. Counterculture
11. What type of feminism does Rosanne represent?
a. Liberal
12. What representation of arab world show? For children? and give a childhood example?
a. Women’s oppression, terrorism culture, and tradition 
13. Straight edge is what type of subculture?
a. Lifestyle 
14. What is an example of gender based counter culture
a. Feminist graffiti 

Some questions really tied to reading.
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