ARB2102 Arab Culture II

Modern Arab Literature

Cairo and Beirut were the main centers of book publishing for the Arab countries. The number of books increased vastly for a growing public of students and general readers. (Hourani, p. 394).

By the 1960s, 3,000 books a year were published in Egypt. There were books of all kinds: textbooks, popular science and literature, special literature for children, and pure literature.
Scholarly books by Arab writers were also making a niche. This became a well-established tradition of historical research in Beirut, Cairo, and Tunisia. 

1- Arab Literary Pioneers (1890-1920)

Hundreds of works appeared at the turn of the century in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

1900 Abdel Rahman al-Kawakibi (in political philosophy)
Shibil Shumayyil, Farah Antun, (in scientific topics and social sciences).
Georgie Zeidan wrote 25 romanticized biographies of Arab historical figures. 

Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfalouti, translated a large number of European plays, 

Ahamd Shawki wrote poetry and introduced lyrical and poetic plays, such as Cleopatra and Majnoun Leila.

Hafiz Ibrahim (Egypt) wrote modern poet
Mohammad Husayn Haykal, Novel: Zaynab

Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi (patriotic poetry for Tunisia)

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xhjc0a_abu-al-qassim-al-shabbi-iradatu-al-hayat_creation

Ma’ruf al-Russafi (Bahrein), Bayram al-Tunisi (pop poetry Egypt)

Maroun Abboud (Lebanon), May Ziadeh, (Palestine) the most intelligent woman of the age, Taha Hussein (Egypt), Mahmud Taymur, Egypt)

There was no epic writing in Arabic literature but the Lebanese Suleiman Boustani (Lebanon) translated The Eliade into Arabic, in 11,000 stanzas and a critical introduction.

Boulos Salama (Lebanon) wrote an epic of Ghadir in 5,000 lines, and Epic of Riyadh in 5000 lines. 

2- Al-rabita al-Andaloussiya in Latin America

Conscious effort to establish Arabic schools to maintain culture and language; lobbying government to include Arabic studies in university curricula. School of Arab Studies at Sao Paolo University.

Lebanese School in 1900, Sarah Shahine School 1914, Atlassiyah School 1919, al-Wataniyah School for Science and Literature 1919, Saint-Mikhail 1922, etc.  

Newsppers and magazines: al-Fayhaa (1895), al-Raqib (1897), al-Asmahi (1897), “al-Manazer (1899), al-Sawab (1899), al-Usbah, al-Sharq.

Shafic Maalouf

Riyad Maalouf

Rachid al-Khouri Batroun). When he grew older, he wanted to go back to his country and he wrote: Watan al-Urouba hayi’ee kafani, ana a’idoun li amouta fi watani
3- Al-Rabitah al-Qalamiyah - Pen Association in the USA

No effort to establish Arabic schools like in Latin America. More of a melting pot and integration into English.

Arabic newspapers and magazines: Kawkab America (1891)

Pattern of rise and decline of Arab press in the Americas with first generation that knows Arabic, and then disappearance with second generation.

Kahlil Gibran, Nadra Haddad, 

Abdel Massih Haddad, Mikhail Neimi, Eliyyaa Abu Madi.

Amin Rihani was active at the time but was not a member of the association.

Both Gibran and Rihani are commemorated as great American writers who contributed to the rapprochement of east and west. 

The Book of Khalid, and The Prophet.

4- Postwar Arabic literature

Abbas Mahmud al-Aqqad , Badr Shakir al-Sayyab

Bisharah al-Khouri (al-Akhtal al-Saqhir – Akhtal Jr).

Salamah Musa, Khalil Mutran 
Khalil Baydas, Salah abd al –Sabur

Tawfik al-Hakim, Najib Mahfuz

Ihsan abdel Kuddus, Tawfiq Yusuf Awad

Yusuf Idris, Jabra Ibrahim Jabra

Emil Habibi, Amin Maalouf

Said Akl, Layla Ba’albaki (I live)
Layla Ousseiran, Ghada al-Samman
5- The Arab Novel
(Chapter 10 in Barakat)
1. Novels of reconciliation:     
2. Novels of exposure:  
3. Novels of revolutionary change: 
Whereas the novel was not a widespread mechanism of expression in Arabic literature it began to do so at the turn of the 20th century. 
Mahfouz won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988. 

Abdel Rahman al-Sharqawi described the lives of the rural poor in his novel al-Ard (The Earth). 

6- Free verse poetry movement

Yusuf al-Khal

Adonis (Ali Ahmad Said Esber)

Mahmoud Darwish

NAzek al-Malaika

Fadwa Touqan

Su’ad al-Sabbah

Nadia Tueni

