ARB2102  
Annahada – Age of Arab Renaissance Lecture I
Students: note that these are Prof’s notes and they do not replace the lecture. It is your duty also to take notes during the class.

· Early Contacts with the West 

· The French in Egypt 

Quick Chronology:
1798 Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt

1830: French occupation of Algeria

1870: British military presence in Egypt

1877: Anglo-French control of Egyptian government

1881: French occupation of Tunisia

1882: British occupation of Egypt

1911: Italian occupation of Libya

1912: French-Spanish occupation of Morocco

1918: Arab countries effectively under British and French occupation.
1924: demise of the Ottoman Empire.

1947-48 Wars in Palestine; Establishment of Israel.

1940s-1950s: independence of most Arab countries from European occupation. 
Early Printing Press

Aleppo was the pioneering city in introducing Arab press. Led by Father Athansios Dabbas and Father Abdallah Zakher as early as 1706 to print the Bible in Arabic.
Zakher also brought printing press to the town of Shweir in Mount Lebanon in 1732, where he invented printing letters. This was key in spreading printing and publication of books in Arabic in the region. 
Mar Qizhayya Press also in Lebanon, 1808, the American Press of Beirut 1834, the Imprimerie Catholique in 1848, and the Greek Orthodox Press in Beirut in 1850, 

Early Arab journalism and media 

Egypt led the Arabs in the field of the printed press.
Napoleon introduced the first newspaper in Arabic in 1800: al-Tanbih

Mohamed Ali established the second paper, al-Waqa’ih (The Events) in 1828. 

First privately published Arabic newspaper in Aleppo, in 1855, Mir’at al-Ahwal (Mirror of the Times), by Rizcalla Hassoun.

In Cairo, 

Al-Ahram

Al-Muqattam

Al-Hilal

In Beirut, 
1858, Hadikat al-Akhbar, by Khalil al-Khouri

Thamarat al-Gounoun 1865

Al-Jinan 1870

Al-Bashir 1870

Al-Muqtataf (1876)

Lissan al-Hal (1877)

Al-Tabib (1877)

Etc. 
Early Arabic Libraries

Mostly established by churches: Germanos Farhat Library in Aleppo had thousands of ancient Arab manuscripts. Farhat wrote about 40 books on Arabic grammar and literature.

Other libraries in Lebanon: Deir al-Balamand, Deir al-Mukhalles, Ain Waraka, Mar Abda, Qornet Shahwan, etc.

Largest libraries in Beirut: al-Maktabah al-Sharqiyah (1880, by Jesuits), the American University of Beirut Library (1871), Dar al-Kutub al-Lubnaniyah (1921).  

Proliferation of academic and scientific societies start in Beirut and Cairo.

Cairo 1798-1900
Napoleon brought scientists and specialists, engineers, artists. 

Produced documentation of the entire civilization of Egypt: Description de l’Egypte.
Egyptians admired the French; thoughts of resurrecting the great past spread among Egyptians. Desire to know western arts and culture, Educational delegations to Paris. 

1805-1848 Mohamed Ali, ruler of Egypt

1823 Arabic press in Cairo

Mohamed Ali sent young Egyptians to study in France.

Many schools were established at the primary and secondary levels, especially during the reign of Khedive Ismail whose period witnessed a spread of literary and scientific learning. Also, colleges of higher learning were opened, and foreign European schools allowed in Egypt. 

Rafaa al-Tahtawi: Takhlees al-Ibriz fi Jamal Bariz (Description of Paris)
1869 Opening of Suez Canal, Opera Aida, opening ceremony

Puppetry was also popular especially in Ottoman tradition (Aragoz).

Beirut: 1798-1900
1800s: Spread of schools that teach Arabic and European languages, especially, French, English, Spanish, and Russian. 

National religious-based schools: the local Orthodox Church established several schools in Beirut and elsewhere, such as Thalathat Aqmar (1865), and Zahrat al-Ihsan (1880). The local Catholic church established the School of Ain Therese (1811), and School of Saint-Saveur (1830), and the Patriarchate School (1865)
Armenians established several schools and colleges, such as the School of Bzimmar (1797), and Haigazian College.

Maronite Catholics established La Sagesse School (al-Hikma) in 1865, and the Ain Waraka School (1789). This last one was the largest and offered a complex curriculum that included four languages (Arabic, Latin, Italian, Syriac). 

Foreign religious based schools: 

French Catholic:  Jesuit School of AIntoura (1734), Saint-Joseph University (1874), Saint Joseph School for Nuns (1845), ….

English and American Protestant: American School of Abbey (1847), English School of Mrs. Thompson (1860), Anglican School for Girls (1861), American University of Beirut (1866, at first the Syrian Protestant College by Dr. Daniel Bliss), 

Russian Orthodox: Muscovite School (1887), and seven other Russian schools throughout Lebanon. 

1834 Arabic press in Beirut

1866: American University of Beirut

Nasif Al-Yazigi: called for return to the Golden Arab Age, Wrote volumes of prose, poetry and literature. Spoke like a flood, with strong Arabic language.

Butros al-Bustani, knew 9 languages, friend of Van Dyck, the founder of the AUB in 1866. Syrian Protestant College.

1885 Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq

Translation of the Bible, new Arabic dictionaries, Mouheet al-Mouheet and Qotr al-Muheet

In theatre, the first playwright was Maroun Naccache in Beirut in 1854. He was a businessman and studied theatre in France, presented a play at his home.

Abu Khalil Kabbani from Damascus, also in theatre.

Many Syrians and Lebanese moved to Egypt where literature and arts were prospering. 

