THEO FINAL EXAM Q/A
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	The recordings of the Synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus performed a series of miracles in order to prove the existence of the Kingdom of God that is “already here” but “not yet fully realized”. By definition, a miracle is a deviation from nature in an event that brings a desired outcome. In the Gospels, it was recorded that Jesus healed the sick from deadly diseases as well as a man that was blind and mute. He simply touched them and healed them. Lepers in that era were shunned and forced to wear torn clothes to be able to distinguish the sick from the healthy and it was believed that if you stood close to them you would get contaminated. Jesus approached the lepers and healed them. Jesus also proved to the population of the Kingdom of God by turning water into wine, and by feeding an entire population with a few loaves of bread and a couple of fish, seemingly impossible but performed by someone with divine powers. Among other things, he also exorcised the demons from within the possessed. In other words he showed the population that in this new reality of the Kingdom of God they would be able to have anything one could wish for. In the “already here” view of the Kingdom of god the Gospel states  “28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you (Matthew 12:28)”. This passage explains that God only can exorcise demons thus the kingdom of God must already be here. Another biblical text supporting this view occurs when Jesus encounters John the Baptist’s disciples (Matthew 11:5-7) they ask him whether his is the Messiah, the savior they’ve been waiting for. He in turn does not confirm or deny it he replies instead by requesting they look at the miracles that he has performed where current reality was suspended and a new reality rose in its place, in which, he would heal, forgive and provide justice and equality to all who seek it.
	The population was however perplexed when the miracles of Jesus started to fade away and the healed became sick again. They did not understand how he could perform these miracles but they are only temporary, this caused inconsistencies and tensions in their perceptions of the new reality. This is what is meant by “not fully realized” Jesus provided the population with a glimpse of what is to come with the Kingdom of God and used these miracles as proof that it does in fact exist, in this new reality there would be no suffering there would be complete justice and equality, ideals that humanity craves. A prayer that supports the “not yet fully realized view” is that of ‘Our Father’ (Matthew 6:9-13) a common prayer used to this day in Christian churches. Jesus teaches the population how to pray and uses this prayer, which states “Your kingdom come” which indicates that the Kingdom of God is not here yet but it will be soon. 

	All things said, Jesus tried to portray the Kingdom of God by using miracles as proof of its existence. He tried to give the population hope and faith in God by performing miracles that could not occur in reality as we know it.
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Aurelius Augustinus, also known as, Augustine of Hippo was the Bishop of Hippo a place in the Roman North Africa from 396-430 AD when he passed away. The Greek and Roman writers Cicero, Plato and Aristotle vastly influenced Augustine of Hippo. 
From his studies of Greek and Roman philosophy, he began to believe in Cicero’s theory of the pursuit of pleasure in food, drink and sex and how we deviate from good when we are in the quest for such bodily pleasures. Although the biblical story of Adam and Eve portray this desire for pleasure Augustine is not persuaded by this story and is drawn into astrology and Manichaeism to explain the origin of Evil.

	Augustine was then drawn to Manichaeism for a decade. This Gnostic group believed that Jesus was not a real person but only symbolic character. They also believe that the origin of evil is the fight between Light and Dark, which clouds our judgment and prevents us from choosing right from wrong. After Manichaeism he found answers in philosopher Plotinus’ theory that evil comes from the weakness of the soul and of free choice. Plato also states that souls were at some point in an ideal world of ideas where one was able to think about beauty and justice among others, these souls would go on to fall into human bodies and as a result the knowledge they once held was impacted. Making a choice was then harder because the souls no long had a pure vision, which mad it harder to distinguish good from evil. Plotinus led him to Christ. Although North Africa was Christianized in the second century, Augustine only converted to Christianity in his thirties when he studied Plotinus. Later on, Augustine coined the phrase Original sin and helped Christianity with the understanding of our sinful nature. Augustine was trying to explain why some people feel the need to cause injustice and inflict pain and suffering onto others. The original sin refers to the sin of Adam and Eve, where they were in the Garden of Eden and ordered by God not to eat the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. This was considered an indication of the first human disobedience. However, Adam and Eve did not obey and ate the forbidden fruit, and are condemned until the end of time. Humanity, as a result, had to pay the price of this initial disobedience and had to work to earn a living because everything that would be in Eden is not available in our world, since humanity was exiled from this Garden. Theologians and the Church used the Genesis story as a precursor to the disobedience, free will and reason that we experience. Augustine believed that we all have evil in us because we are all products of Adam; a human’s free will is related to the evil originating from the sin of Adam and Eve. Even though we are not yet born we are necessarily evil, even though we have yet to sin. As mentioned earlier, Augustine believed that evil comes from the quest for pleasure in food, drink and sex. He came to this conclusion from his own sexual desires and from Cicero’s theory. Augustine had a son with a mistress and later decided to remain celibate because of his knowledge of the origin of sin. He too strayed from choosing the right path in the fight of Light and Dark. He gave in to his weakness and deviated from the Light path. According to him, sexual nature came between God and a person’s soul. Also, Augustine believed that with God’s help we would be able to make the right choices between good and evil. God sent Jesus to provide salvation from consequences of the original sin. This way, god is transmitting Grace to humanity to help them overcome it because we are unable as human beings to save ourselves. According to Augustine, we are bound at birth by the original sin and we need God’s salvation to be freed and to be able to make good choices and do good things.
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1) Please explain the issue of miracles in Christianity in connection with the new reality Jesus introduces.
thatis referred to as “the kingdom of God.” Consider the biblical texts that supportthe two visions of the.
Kingdom of God as being “already here” but “not yet fully realized.”
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2) Explain Arianism and the impact it had on the fourth century Christian Church, including its
‘condemnation at two major coundils.
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3) Whois Jesus Christ according to the understanding developed in the Church in the fourth and fifth
centuries?
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4) Explain the notion of original sin in Augustine of Hippo and its relationship with the human free will.
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