 POL3115 – Midterm Revision
Modernization Theory
Emerged in the 1950s but was more important in the 1960s, transition through a complex set of changes in culture, society and economy characterized by industrialization and urbanization, from traditional to modern society. The West is the model. Scholars: Almond, Huntington, Rostow. 
Parsons’ 5 dichotomies: 
· Affective versus affectively neutral
· Collectively-oriented versus self-oriented 
· Particularistic versus universalistic criteria
· Ascriptive versus achievement criteria
· Functionally diffuse versus functionally specific
Rostow’ stages of economic growth
· The traditional society
· Preconditions for take-off
· Take-off
· Drive to maturity
· Age of high-mass consumption
Variant: Political development theory: same view of transition, economic development as precondition, main issues; political equality, capacity of political system, differentiation of political roles and structures.
Critique of Modernization Theory as being too optimistic and simplistic, culturally biased and ethnocentric, ignored impact of colonialism and imperialism, problem in understanding traditions. 
Modernization Revisionism
· Failure in MT of explaining Third World’s politics
· Attacked the ethnocentric nature of political development theory
· Highlighted the character of indigenous social culture and structure
· Replaced democratic ideal with political order
· Huntington’s view 
· Economic development leads to social and political disruption.
· Political mobilization leads to instability.
· Existing political institutions too weak to respond, leading to political disorder or breakdown.
· Developing countries need political order before other kind of political development.
· The military could help maintain stability

Critiques: 
· Still cannot overcome tradition-modernity dichotomy.
· Still see development in a linear perspective.
· Still focus on traditional structures as causes of problems.
· View of unified, coherent military institution—not accurate.
Dependency Theory	
Emerged in the 1960s as a critique of MT. DT argues that the weak structural position of developing countries in the international capitalist system influences important variables in their political life as well as explains their failure to achieve stronger development.
 Theoretical basis:
· Marxism
· Class conflicts
· Industrialized countries incorporated the developing world into the capitalist system.
· Latin American Structuralism
· Focuses on structural obstacles to Third World development, e.g. international trade (unequal terms of trade).
· Argues for government intervention, import-substitution, and trade protectionism.
Frank’s main arguments:
· Disagrees with MT’s inward-looking view of underdevelopment.
· World capitalist system favors the core (metropolis) over the periphery.
· Alliance between local elite and foreign capitalists.
· Views of development
· Impossible 
· Dependent development
Critiques :
· Ambiguity of ‘dependence’.
· Overemphasis on the external factors, while undermining domestic factors.
· Development-underdevelopment dichotomy—too rigid.
· Failure to account for the success of the East Asian NICs
Core/Semi-periphery/Periphery
Globalization Theory	
New theorizing of the Third World since the 1990s.
Globalization:	 increasing global economic integration, in particular international trade, to processes whereby many social relations become relatively delinked from territorial geography and human lives are increasingly played out in the world as a single place. 
Globalization Theory: focusing on a process of accelerated communication and economic integration that transcends national boundaries and increasingly incorporates all parts of the world into a single social system. 
· Incorporates old themes (from MT and DT), but departs with DT in:
· Seeing the world becomes more borderless.
· Isolation or de-linking is not possible or desirable.
· Interdependence.
· Not a single theory
· Shared ideas—an accelerating global trend, seen in economic, cultural and political spheres.
· Views on development
· Globalization undermines development.
· Globalization facilitates development.
· Important impact on the Third World
· Undermining the capacity of the state—more so for weak states.
Post-Development Thought	
Context: Crisis of post-WWII development strategies and theories
Theoretical basis: post-modern/post-structuralist approaches
Shared objectives: expose the power and colonizing nature of development discourse
Power of development discourse:
· Constructing images of the Third World—backward, needed help/saving.
· Legitimizing certain knowledge and external intervention.
What to do:
· Think outside the box for alternatives to development.
· Agent of change—(new) social movements
Critiques: 
· No clear alternatives.  
· Romanticizing of non-Western societies.
Take-off Stage	
Rostow’s 3rd of his 5 stage of economic growth. (MT)
The take-off is the interval when the old blocks and resistances to steady growth are finally overcome. The forces making for economic progress, which yielded limited bursts and enclaves of modern activity, expand and come to dominate the society. Growth becomes its normal condition. Compound interest becomes built, as it were, into its habits and institutional structure.
· In Britain and the well-endowed parts of the world populated substantially from Britain (the United States, Canada etc.) the proximate stimulus for take-off was mainly (but not wholly) technological.
· In the more general case, the take-off awaited not only the build-up of social overhead capital and a surge of technological development in industry and agriculture, but also the emergence to political power of a group prepared to regard the modernization of the economy as serious, high-order political business.	
Colonial State	
The establishment, maintenance, acquisition and expansion of colonies in one territory by people from another territory. It is a process whereby the metropole claims sovereignty over the colony and the social structure, government, and economics of the colony are changed by colonizers from the metropole
· Various types of rule, e.g. direct/indirect rule (Furnivall 1956)*
· Direct
· Found in areas where colonial takeover was done through conquest.
· Setting up of Western-style administration,
· Eliminating existing political system.
· e.g Burma, the Philippines (under USA), and the Straits Settlements (Singapore and some parts of Malaysia under British). 
· Indirect
· Found in areas where there were some forms of accommodation between colonial powers and local leaders.
· Rule through existing political institutions
· Exploitative purpose 
· e.g. the British in the Malay states, and the French in Cambodia and Laos. 
· Indigenous/local collaborators—elite, ethnic minorities, Imposition of national boundaries
· Establishment of bureaucracy
· Coercive and extractive		
Colonial Economy	
The Colonial Economy:
· Transformation from subsistence to commercialized production—emergence of cash economy.
· Emergence of private property, land ownership, and wage laborers—class division
· Integration of local economy to international economic system.
· Economic alliance between European powers and local elites.
· Labor migration
Developing World
Term conventionally referring to the predominantly post-colonial regions of Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Middle East, perceived to be poorer, less economically advanced, and less ‘modern’ than the developed.
Similarities:
· Scarce resources
· Extensive poverty and inequality
· Weak position in international system
· Government has limited capacity.
· History of colonialism and decolonization
· (History of) authoritarianism/corruption
· Traits of underdevelopment
Differences:
· Demographic and territorial size
· Economic dynamism
· State strength and effectiveness
· Nature of society

