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Lecture 1
What is Sociology?

Sociology: “The systematic study of human society and social interaction” 
Sociologists study human societies and their social interactions in order to develop theories of how behavior is shaped by group life and how, on the other hand, group life is affected by individuals.

The Sociological Imagination

Originated by Sociologist C. Wright Mills
Defined as: “...the ability to see the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society”.
Structure, Agency, individual, Social


Studying Sociology

Goal is to be as value free as possible 
The sociologist attempts to discover patterns or commonalities in human behaviour
He/she searches for multiple causes and effects of social issues like suicide, homelessness, family violence, poverty, discrimination and the like

See course data file on essays (posted this week)
Clear and coherent structure
Construct an outline before you start to write
Make sure spelling and grammar are correct
Correct citations required
Original contribution 
Bibliographic Requirements

The Beginning of Sociology Lecture 2

"If horses would adore gods, these gods would resemble horses“ (Xenophanes ca. 520 BC). 

Reading
MAX WEBER AND EMILE DURKHEIM: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS ON THE THEORY OF SOCIAL ORDER AND THE METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY
Mazman (PDF File)

The Development of Sociological Thinking

Classic origins go back to Ionic beginnings
Aristotle and Plato, for example
However, earlier thinkers stated what they thought society ought to be like, rather than describing what society actually was.
The growth of the natural sciences in the 17th-18th centuries began process of applying scientific principles to the analysis of society
This was especially applicable after the Industrial Revolution

History of Sociology

Adam Ferguson, considered the (another) father of sociology (1723 – 1816)
Fluent in Gaelic, English, military Chaplin
Wrote on Rome, American independence
History of civil society
Empathy as a civil binder
Humans are here to perfect gods plan
Society must progress, through military might and civil strength
‘Free’ government, but laws and order
“An Essay on the History of Civil Society” (1767)

Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability

Auguste Comte (1798-1857)
Popularized the term sociology and considered the founder
He believed that societies contained:
Social Statics – forces for social order and stability
Social Dynamics – forces for conflict and change
Natural science applied to society
Positivism

Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
Made Comte’s work more accessible
Analyzed political economy, reviewed current works
Until recently, she received no recognition in the field of sociology, partly because she was woman in a male-dominated discipline and society
She was an active sociologist studying social customs and consequences of industrialism and capitalism
She examined religion, politics, childrearing, slavery, immigration in categories of race, class and gender

“The intellect of women is confined by an unjustifiable restriction of... education... As women have none of the objects in life for which an enlarged education is considered requisite, the education is not given... The choice is to either be 'ill-educated, passive, and subservient, or well-educated, vigorous, and free only upon sufferance”.

Karl Marx (1818-1883)

Believed that history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas
Conflict (especially class conflict) was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society
Class conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class
Bourgeoisie: Comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society.
 Proletariat: Comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)

1848: “Communist Manifesto” with Engles

Capitalist system made poverty
Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labour. 
The results in workers Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself
Marx predicted that the workers would become aware of its exploitation and overthrow the capitalists, creating a free and classless society

History of Sociology

Herbert Spencer (1820–1903
Evolutionary theory (survival of fittest), influenced both anthropology and sociology
Theory largely discarded, but influential
Social Darwinism, substituted ideology for biology
Was influenced by Comte

Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behaviour cannot be fully understood by biological and psychological traits
Society are built of social facts – patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person
Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology at the University of Bordeaux in 1895

Early focus on religion & Society
Believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase Anomie - a condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society
Advocate of the scientific approach to examining social facts
He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide.

Collective Conscience: Mechanical

Mechanical solidarity occurs in early societies in which there is not much division of labor. Such societies are relatively homogenous, men and women engage in similar tasks and daily activities, people have similar experiences. In such societies the few distinct institutions express similar values and norms and tend to reinforce one another.

Collective Conscience: Organic

Organic solidarity develops as a by-product of the division of labor. As society becomes more complex, individuals play more specialized roles and become ever more dissimilar in their social experiences, material interests, values, and beliefs.
	Individuals in such a sociocultural system have less in common; however, they must become more dependent upon each other for their survival.
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Theory & Practice

Sociological Theory
- Grand concepts
- Macro – Institutions
- Micro – Small Perspectives 
(Back it up with observation)
- Observation
- Casual link between two phenomena, a theory explains the results, predicts behavior, construct a theory by linking, casual link.

Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives
- Postmodernist (accepted more recently)
- Conflict
- Feminist
- Functionalist
- Symbolic Interactionism 

Macrolevel – Analysis examines whole societies, large-scale social structures and social systems.
Microlevel – Analysis which focuses on small groups rather than large-scale social structures.
Symbol – Is anything that meaningfully represents something else.
Theory -  A set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain and (occasionally) Predict social events.
- Each theory helps interpret reality in a distinct way by providing a framework in which observations may be logically ordered.
Perspective – classified as the theoretical framework, an overall approach to or viewpoint on some subject.


Robert Putman
The more television people watch, the lower their involvement in civic life will be.
Putnam's theory highlights the role of sociological theory - a relationship between two or more concepts. In this case, the concepts are civic engagement and television watching
Theory – More people watch tv the lower their involvement in civic life will be.
Putmans theory highlights the role of sociological theory, a relationship between two or more concepts.

1. Symbolic Interactionism Perspectives
Uses Micro

Symbolic interactionists - attempt to examine people’s day-to-day interactions and their behaviour in groups. Thus their approaches are based on micro level analysis.

- Emerged after the industrial revolution.
- People continue to negotiate their social realities
- Values and norms are not independent realities that automatically determine their behavior.

Each person has a subjective interpretation of a given situation (subjective reality)

- Symbolic interactionism perspectives, society is the sum of the interactions of individuals and groups. Focus on the process of interactionism and the part that symbols play in giving meaning to human communication.
- Occurs when people communicate through the use of symbols.

Subjective Reality – Each persons interpretation or definition of a given situation
- Individuals usually assume they have the same SR as others but it is actually acquired and shared through agreed on symbols, especially language.

2. Postmodern Perspectives
Use Macro and Micro

- The sociological approach that attempts to explain social life in modern societies that are characterized postindustrialization, consumerism and global communication.
- Exists on our own.
- According to PP existing theories have been unsuccessful in explaining social life in modern societies that are characterized by post industrialization, consumerism and global communication.
- Reject theoretical perspectives we have previously discussed and as how the theories were created.
- Emerged after WWII

Key theory: that a Eurocentric lens conditions our view of all cultures and that the culture of our age produces a social world that is not real, but simulated
Need to speak of “cultures” not culture

Characteristics of Postmodern societies:
Information explosion
Rise of consumer society
Global village image
Post-industrial society

3. Feminist Perspectives

Uses Macro and Mico

- Focuses on the significance of gender in understanding and explaining inequalities that exist between men and woman in the household, paid labor force and in the realms of law, politic and culture.
- There is no single unified approach.
- Many different “feminisms” (Liberal, radical, socialist, etc.)
- But all approaches share the same belief… that women and men are equal and should be equally valued
- Feminist assume that gender roles are socially created rather than determined by ones biological inheritance, and that change is essential for people to achieve their human potential without limits based on gender.
- Patriarchal system of male dominance is replaced with a more egalitarian one.

- Focus on patriarchy : a hierarchical system of power in which males possess greater economic and social privilege than females
Gender roles are socially created and this limits our human potential

4. Conflict Perspectives

Uses Macrolevel

Assumption : groups in society are engaged in a continuous power struggle for control of scarce resources. 
Modern Assumption : Social life as a continuous power struggle among competing social groups.

- Marx and Weber contributed to this perspectives by focusing on the inevitability of clashes between social groups.

Key classical figures: 
Max Weber: recognized the importance of economics but also stressed power and prestige 
Power: the ability of a person within a social relationship to carry out his or her own will despite resistance
Prestige: a positive or negative social estimation of honour

- These perspectives are based on the assumption that social life is a continuous struggle in which members of powerful groups seek to control scarce resources

- The American C. W. Mills (1916-1962) believed that the most important decisions are made largely behind the scenes by the Power Elite- A small clique comprising top business, political and military officials.

- Karl Marx: exploitation of the proletarian by the bourgeoisie

- History is a series of (class) conflicts

False consciousness: people without power hold beliefs they think promote their best interests when those beliefs actually are damaging their interests
 
Ideology: an integrated system of ideas that is external to and coercive of people which is used by the social elite to maintain their dominant position in society.

5. Functionalist

- Bases in the assumption that society is a stable, orderly system.
- This stable system is characterized by societal consensus whereby the majority of members share a common set of values, beliefs and behavioral expectations.
- View of culture lays down the principle that in every type of civilization every custom, idea and belief fulfills some vital function and ideally contributes to the overall stability of the society. Societies develop social structures and institutions which persist because the help society survive
Such as:
Family
Education
Government
Religion
Economy

The Sociological Research Process 

Research is the process of systematically collecting information for the purposes of testing an existing theory or generating a new one.
- But not all sociologists collect research in the same manner.

- With quantitative research, the goal is scientific objectivity, and the focus is on data that can be measured numerically
- Emphasizes complex statistical techniques.
- Most studies on suicide have used this approach by comparing suicide rates to age, sex, race, ethnicity, education, and sports participation

- With Qualitative Research, the use of interpretative description (words) rather than statistics (numbers) are used to analyze the underlying meanings and patterns of social relationships
- An example would be to systematically analyze suicide notes  to determine recurring themes and patterns

Research methods - Strategies or techniques for statistically conducting research:
Survey – is a poll in which researchers gathers facts or attempts to determine the relationship among facts. Using questionnaires and interviews.

Field Research – Is the study of social life in it natural setting.

Experiments – Carefully designed situation in which the researcher studies the impact of the certain variables on subjects attitudes or behavior.
Experimental Group – Contains the subjects who are exposed to an independent variable.
Control Group – The subjects who aren’t exposed.

Secondary analysis of existing information – Such as public records, official reports or organizations or governmental agencies and private corporations.

Field Research/Ethnography

- Field research is the study of social life in its natural setting: observing and interviewing people where they live, work and play

- Ethnography is a field of social anthropology that involves lengthy immersion in a given cultural field. 
Participant observation
Qualitative, quantitative approaches

Ethical Issues in Sociological Research

- A long history of the development of guidelines to protect the integrity, privacy and honor of the people being studied

- Elements of the Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association:
Participation must be voluntary
No harm to research subjects (physically, psychologically, or personally)
To protect confidentiality and anonymity
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Culture and Society Lecture 4

- Cultural is essential for our individual survival and our communication with other people.
- We rely on culture because we are not born with this information for survival.
-Learn through information, observation and imitation. 
- Simplifies day to day interaction
- We must understand other cultures and the worldviews therein.
- Fundamental for the survival of societies
“The common denominator that makes the actions the actions of individuals intelligible to the group” (Haviland, 1993;30)

Material and Non Material Culture
Our Culture Tool Box is made up into two parts
Material culture: of all the physical or tangible creations that members of a society make, use, and share
- Begin as raw materials or resources such as ore, trees and oil through technology these raw material get taken into useable goods.
- Our buffer against the environment.
 
Technology – The knowledge, techniques and tools that make it possible for people to transform resources into usable forms and the knowledge and skills required to use them after they are developed.

Non-material culture: Consists of the abstract or intangible human creations of society that influence people’s behavior. 
A central component of nonmaterial culture is beliefs, family patterns, language, values are rules of behaviour.
Beliefs – The mental acceptance or conviction that certain things are true or real, may be based on tradition, faith, experience, scientific research or some combination.
(Ogburn,1966/1922)

Manifest and Latent Functions
Manifest: tools cut
Latent: tool technology establishes craft specialisation, guilds etc.

Culture: the knowledge, language, values, customs and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next in a human group or society. 
Society: a large social grouping that occupies the same geographic territory and is subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations.

A second definition of culture: A tool kit of symbols, stories, rituals, and world views, which people may use in varying configurations to solve different kinds of problems
- Shared ideals, values, and beliefs that people use to interpret experience and generate behavior and that are reflected in that behavior

Cultural Universals

Cultural universal: customs and practices that occur across all societies
Examples: appearance (hairstyles, activities like sports, dancing, games and the like), social institutions (like the family, law and religion), and customary practices (as cooking, folklore, gift-giving, and hospitality)
- May be present in all cultures but their specific forms way vary from one group to another and from one tome to another within the same group.

Function
- Are useful because they ensure the smooth and continuous operation of society (Radcliffe-Brown, 1952)
- A society must meet basic human needs by providing food, shelter and some degree of safety so they will survive.
- New people must be taught the ways.
- Self interest must be balanced with the needs of the whole society.
- Other perspective are not the result of functional necessity these practices may have been imposed by members of one society on members of another.

Comparative Perspective

An approach in sociology & anthropology the employs data regarding behaviour and beliefs in many societies to document cultural universals and cultural identity

Components of Culture

Common nonmaterial culture:
Symbols
Language
Values
Norms
Mores
Laws
Symbols

Symbol: Anything that meaningfully represents something else 
Can function to produce loyalty and animosity, love or hate
Examples: the color white, a Canadian flag, a siren, rolling your eyes, thumbs up, a dove… there are many
Multiple function for certain symbols

Language: Is a set of symbols that express ideas and enable people to think and communicate.
- Helps us describe reality.
- Most important human attributes to share our experiences, feelings and knowledge with others.
- can create visuals in our heads

Value: Are collective ideas about what is right or wrong good or bad and desirable and undesirable in a particular culture.
- Provide us with the criteria by which we evaluate people, objects and events.
- Come in pairs of negative and positive such as brave or cowardly 
- Use values to justify our behavior so we defend them staunchly

Value Contradictions : Are values that conflict with one another or are mutually exclusive.

Ideals versus Real Culture 
- The gap that always exist between ideal and real culture in a society.
Ideal Culture: refers to the values and standards of behavior that people in society profess to hold.
Real Culture: Refers to the values and standards of behavior that people actually follow.
Ex we may claim to be a law abiding citizen (Ideal) but smoke marijuana (real)
- Major discrepancies provide a foot hold for demonstrating hypocrisy often a source of social problems

Norms: Are established rules of behavior or standards of conduct.
Sanctions: Are rewards for appropriate behavior or penalties for inappropriate behavior.
Folkways: Are informal norms or everyday customs that ma be violated without serious consequences within a particular culture.

Mores: Strongly held norms with moral and ethical connotations that may be violated without serious consequences in a particular culture.

Laws: Are formal, standardized norms that have been enacted by legislatures and are enforced by formal sanctions..

Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

Benjamin Whorf
Edward Sapir
1930s
- Not only expresses our thoughts and perceptions but also influence our perceptions of reality.
Language shapes the view of reality of its speakers
The language that humans speak governs their view of reality and determines their perception of the world
Critics say this is Linguistic Determinism

Culture Shock

Culture Shock: the disorientation that people feel when they encounter cultures radically different from their own
Example: the visit of Napoleon Chagnon to the Yanomamo people of the rain forest of South America

Cultural Evolution

Unilineal
Progress
Savagery to Civilization
Herbert Spencer 1820-1903
Lewis Henry Morgan 1818-1881

Sir Thomas Galton

Cultural evolution associated with races:
Mental, emotional, intellectual, moral evolution
Eugenics

Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism

Ethnocentrism: the tendency to regard one’s own culture and group as the standard, and thus superior. Whereas all the other groups as inferior.

Positive ethnocentrism: the school song, the pledge to the flag
Negative ethnocentrism: Thinking one’s group is superior

Alternative to ethnocentrism is:
Cultural Relativity: The belief that the behaviors and customs of any culture must be viewed and analyzed by the culture’s own standards problems: 
may violate human rights, e.g.,  female circumcision 

Franz Boas 1858-1942

Historical Particularism
Each society has its own unique historical development and must be understood based on its own specific cultural context.
Described particular cultures instead of trying to establish general theories that apply to all societies 

Cultural Relativism
 The ability to view the beliefs and customs of other peoples within the context of their culture rather than one's own. Conceptions of truth and moral values are not absolute but are relative to the persons or groups holding them 

Subcultures: Is a group of people who share a distinctive set of cultural beliefs and behaviors that differ in some significant way from that of the larger.
- Emerged from the functionalist tradition his concept has been applied to distinctions ranging from ethnic, religious, regional and age based categories these are marginalized from larger society.

                              Socialization Lecture 5 


Why is Socialization Important?

Socialization: The lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society. Elements:
- Essential link between the individual and society
- Essential for the individual’s survival and growth
- Essential for the survival and stability of society
- Content varies from culture to culture
- What we believe about ourselves, our society, and the world is largely a product of our interactions with others
- Enables 
Agents of Socialization
- All the person, groups or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society.
- Family
- The School
- Peer Groups 
- Mass Media

The Family

- The most basic and foundational agent of socialization

Functionalist interpretation:
Families are the source of procreation and socialization of children
Learn dominant culture and subcultures we belong to
Source of emotional support
Taming ‘excess individuality’

- Variations of socialization:
Class
Race and Ethnicity

“A family affair.
Always a mixture.
Of people in chairs,
Permanent fixtures,
With pressure to bear.
People who care. Please be aware,
This is a family affair” (John Cooper Clarke 1980)

Conflict Theorists: 
Socialization reproduces parents class rather than challenging the conditions that currently exist.
Socialization contributes to a false consciousness – a lack of awareness and a distorted perception of the reality of class
- Example: middle-income and upper-income families typically instil ideas of monetary and social success in children, as well as to focus on “proper” thinking and acting

Peer Groups

The Peer Group: a group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position, and (usually) similar age
Their functions:
Contribute to our sense of “belonging”
Teach what is acceptable behaviour
Peer group is both a product of culture and one of its major transmitters
Teach social norms
They reflect the larger culture in many ways
They are NOT your parents…!!
Individuals must earn their acceptance with their peers by conformity


Peer Pressure:
Individuals must earn their acceptance with their peers by conformity
When we conform we are rewarded but when we rebel, we are punished by our peers
Issue of Peer Pressure: conflict between conformity to parents or conformity to peers
Strong pressure to have things that other children have
Conflict between conformity to parents of conformity to peers


Mass Media

Estimates of exposure of Canadian children:
2 ½ hours per day watching TV
2 hours per day on computers, video games or a VCR
Total: over 1600 hours per year
In contrast, they spend 1200 hours in school
Violence as a critical issue
A typical person, by the time he/she is 18, who watches 28 hours of television a week will have seen:
16,000 simulated murders
200,000 acts of violence
It is illegal in many nations to show frontal nudity on TV

American Psychological Association notes:
80 Percent of all television programs contain acts of violence
Commercial television for children is 50-60 times more violent than prime-time television for adults.
More Issues:
Negative views of women and persons of colour

American Psychological Association Notes:
80 percent contain acts of violence
Commercial television for children is more violent than prime time

Gender Socialization 

Gender socialization: the aspect of socialization that contains specific messages and practices concerning the nature of being female or male in a specific group or society 

Sources: family, social class, schools, peers, media, and the computer.

Effects: What it means to be masculine and feminine 
Gender socialization varies among diverse ethnic and social class groupings

Aka Fathers

Best Dads in World
Commonly offer their nipple to their crying babies to suck 
Hold or are within arms' reach of their infants 47 percent of the time 

The School

Functionalist Perspective: Their functions:
teaching students to be productive members of a society
transmission of culture
social control and personal development
selection, training, and placement of individuals in social ranks
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Focus Questions

How is homelessness or suicide, related to the social structure of society?
What are the components of social structure?
Why do societies have shared patterns of social interaction?
What causes people to engage in collective behavior?
What are some common forms of collective behavior?

Suicide

Social changes, brought about by industrialization, are often not matched by people’s ability to attain new goals leading to high suicide rates (especially among youth)

Catholicism is a sin
Buddhism has been used to make political statements
Asia and S Pacific is sometimes a noble act

Durkheim linked suicide with religious affiliation

Two phenomena are observed, calculated, documented, and a causal link is proffered

This is the basic aspect of theoretical research: To  understand the social world, it is necessary to use theoretical constructs to make connections between seemingly disparate phenomena

Terms
Macrolevel analysis
An approach in sociology which emphasizes the analysis of social systems and populations on a large scale, at the level of social structure.
Microlevel analysis
An approach in sociology which examines the social interactions of people and how they react to each other.

Social Structure: The Macrolevel Perspective

Social Structure: the stable pattern of social relationships (social interaction) that exists within a particular group or society

Provides the framework within which we interact with others
Is essential because it creates order and predictability

Essential components: social institutions, groups, statuses, roles and norms

Functional theory: 
Social structure is necessary because it creates order and predictability of a society
In part, responsible for the creation of self concept
Gives us the ability to interpret the social situations we encounter

Conflict theory:
Social structure may limit our options and place us in arbitrary categories not of our own choosing

The primary social structure in society is economic production—social structure thus reflects a system of domination among categories of people like owner—employee (in Marx’s language: bourgeoisie and proletariat

Creates boundaries that define which persons or groups will be insiders or outsiders

Special terms:
Social Marginality: the state of being part insider and outsider in the social structure
Stigma: is any physical or social attribute or sign that so devalues a person’s social identity that it disqualifies that person from full social experience 

Homelessness as an effect of social structure:

Absolute homelessness:
“the condition of people without physical shelter who sleep outdoors, in vehicles, abandoned buildings or other places not intended for human habitation” (United Nations)

Relative homelessness:
“the condition of those who have a physical shelter, but one that does not meet basic standards of health and safety” (United Nations)

Elements of homelessness in Canada
Many women and children
Adolescents
Aboriginal people
Relative homelessness is part of the Aboriginal experience
They come from all walks of life
They live in cities, suburbs, and rural areas

Status
Status: is a socially defined position in a group or society characterized by certain expectations, rights and duties
It exists independently of the specific people occupying it
Status does not mean “high” position. It refers to all levels and ranks of people
Special Terms:
Achieved Status: is a social position a person assumes voluntarily as a result of personal choice, merit or direct effort . 
Examples: being married, being a parent, being a graduate of school, college or a professional university
Ascribed Status: is a social position conferred at birth or received involuntarily later in life 
Example: sex and race
Master Status: is the most important status a person occupies. It dominates all of the other statuses.  
Brad Pitt’s master status my be his celebrity status

Elements of a master status:
The overriding ingredient in determining a person’s general social position
Being poor or rich is a master status that influences many other areas of life like health, education, and life chances
They are vital as to how we view ourselves, how we are seen by others, and how we interact with others

Social Institutions
Social Institutions: a set of organized beliefs and rules that establish how a society will attempt to meet its basic social needs
Function: to provide for basic needs of people 
Example: the need for the socialization of children is provided by the family and the educational institution

Conflict theorists argue that many institutions do not fulfill these functions well
Homeless people lack the power and resources to promote their own interests when they are opposed by dominant social institutions
Urban renewal is good for the wealthy but takes away affordable housing for marginal people-leaving them without homes

Attention Deprivation

the marginalized people tend to feel this way because of their rejection by members of dominant classes 
Example of attention deprivation: Sixty percent of Canadians feel uncomfortable when they meet homeless people

Nonverbal Communication

Nonverbal communication: the transfer of information between persons without the use of speech 
Types:
Intentional
Unintentional
Functions of Nonverbal Communication:
Supplements verbal communication
Regulates social interaction
Establishes power relations
Deference: the symbolic means by which subordinates give a response to those in power

Touching:
Wide variety of meanings
Intimacy
Friendship
Sexual connotations
Gender differences
Who touches first may reflect rank
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Mid-term
Social groups
Primary
Secondary
Identity
Counter culture

Mid term
This exam is worth 25%
There are three sections to this exam
Date: Oct 17th at 2:30
Duration: 75 Minutes
Located: in this classroom
Answer sections 1 and 2 on exam sheet answer section 3 on blank pages attached.
Section 1
True or false
15 questions
Worth one point each
Total 15 points
Section 2
Multiple choice
15 Questions
Worth one point each
Total 15 points
Section 3
Short definition
Two terms to be defined according to the readings and lecture
Provide Sociological Definition
Worth 10 points each, total of 20 points.

Focus Questions
- What constitutes a social group?
- How are groups and their members shaped by group size, leadership styles and pressures to conform?

Social Groups

Social Group – A collection of two or more people who interact frequently with on another, share a sense of belonging and have a feeling of interdependence.

Aggregate – A collection of people who happen to be in the same place t the same time but have little else in common.

Category – A number of people who may never have met one another but who share a similar characteristic ( such as education, age, race)

Types of Social Groups

Primary Groups – Based on informal membership.
- No initiation 
- Direct, face to face relations and communication.
Ex. Friendships

Secondary Groups- Based on informal or formal membership among members who may relate and communicated indirectly.
- Not necessary to have fact to face communication
- Ex. Clubs and fraternities, Work groups, activist groups, counterculture groups.

Clubs and Fraternities – Define membership on shared identity. 
Ex. united Empire Loyalists in Canada.
- Can serve economic and political roles.
- Men’s clubs featuring male – male bonding activities are common.
- Male Fraternities often involve objectification and mistreatment of women.
- Some Canadian/ US college fraternities.

Work Groups – Organized to preform particular tasks.
- Prominent in horticultural and agricultural communities.
- Often made up of youth groups.
- Found where services are weak so work groups become very important. 
(communal efforts) Economic and political advantages.

Cooperatives – Surpluses are shared among the members.
- One person, one vote
- Farmer cooperatives. Ex. In western India
- Profits are shared.
- Craft Cooperatives.
Ex. in Panama.
- Help many communities survive because they band together (individually can create such things but when the gather can make a profit)

Types of Groups

Ingroup – A group to which a person belongs and with which the person feels a sense of identity. Group you belong.

Outgroup – A group to which a person may feel a sense of competitiveness or hostility. (what you don’t like) can put you in the ingroup because of the outgroup.

Functions:
- To encourage social cohesion among members whether it’s in or out. 
Dysfunctions:
- May promote racism, sexism and ageism.
- Sense of ethnocentrism.

Reference Group – A group that strongly influences a persons behaviors and social attitudes, regardless of whether that individual Is an actual member.
Ex. Religious people may want to emulate a successful congregation.

Networks
- A web of social relationships that links one person with other people and through them, additional people.
- Six Degrees of Separation.
Ex. Through networks a remarkable number of people were linked to those who died on Sept. 11 2001
Ex. Facebook

Social Identity: Societies

- Mandan Indian Bull Dance Society – was seen by early sociologist, occurred when it appealed to the gods. 
- Fertility (Primarily about this not war or scalping)
- Warrior
- Scalping

- Iroquois False Face Society
- Curing society
- Burning of Tobacco offering smoke
- Carving of masks – hidden and buried (extremely sacred) bring the spirits into the village so they spirits could take/drive the illness etc. away. Most people could see the mask at the time of he ceremony.

Israel Election 2006
- Because old people vote may more than youths
- Kadima 28 seats
- Labor 20
- Israel Our Home 12
- Likud 11
- Nat. Religious party 9
- Pensioners 7
- Torah Judaism 6
- Meretz 4
- Arab Parties:
- New Party 3
- Balad 3
- United Arab List 4

Group Dynamics

- Group Conformity
- Group Conformity and Sexual Harassment – based on idea of conformity not criminal
- Group think

Group Conformity – the process of maintain or changing behavior to comply with the norms established by a society subculture or other group.
- Theory at the base of group of conformity: We tend to be significantly influence by others in out group to the extent that we may deny our own sense, our loyalties, and our commitment to truth. (To that degree are you affected by the group/ impacted)

Groupthink – The process by which members of a cohesive group arrive at a decision that many individual members privately believe is unwise.
Ex. The tragic 1986 launch of the space shuttle challenger that resulted in the death of all seven crew members.
- The people that may the o rings thought that they aren’t going to work in that weather, those group in the high levels in NASA (Ingroup) people trying to stop them from using the o rings (outgroup) new it was wrong but were forced to comply because of the ingroup.

Bureaucracies

- An organizational model characterized by a hierarchy of authority, a clear division of labor, explicit rules and procedures and impersonality in personnel matter (inspired by webber)
- Central Element
- Weber was interested in the process by which traditional methods of social organization, characterized by informality and spontaneity are gradually replaced by efficiently administered formal rules and procedures that was accelerated during the Industrial Revolution.
- The very characteristics that define Weber’s idealized bureaucracy can create or worsen the problems that many people associate with this type of organization.

Counterculture Groups

- Feature of industrialized societies.
- Members desire to be identified with a special group.
- youth gangs
- Initialized rituals (conformity)
- May or may not have a leader.
- Special markers, clothing
- Body Modification groups.

Biker Gangs in Canada
- Riskier tasks are left to new recruits while those higher up reap the rewards.
- the hierarchical structure allows the leaders to operate with impunity while flaunting their image of power to attract recruits and draw them into crime.
- It is difficult for law enforcement agencies to infiltrate these organization because a member involves committing crimes.
Quebec Biker War
- 160 Dead
- Montreal Journalist (Michel Auger attempted murder)
- Judges intimidated
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- Civilians killed.

What is Deviance?
- is all about norms. Simply something that is abnormal
- Behavior that differs from the norms
- does not necessarily mean wrong. Ex. Tattoos, perverted (sexual fetishes) or abnormal (belief in ghosts)
- Is a relative category that changes with time, place and culture.
Ex. homosexuality was once viewed in Canada as a type of deviant behavior.
- Definitions of deviance often reflect social power.

DMS diagnostic and statistical manual or mental illness)
- 1st edition of DSM (1952) labeled homosexuality as a type of mental illness.
- 4th edition (2000) labels homophobia as a type of disorder
- but definitions of deviance can also reflect what many people consider reasonable and desirable 
ex. being naked in public.
- Cultural and social norms of behavior are necessary and desirable 

- Deviance is about social control and continuity
- norms of belief behavior etc.
- deviance is also about social change
- challenging norms of belief and behavior etc.
- If there were no deviance in society then society would not change.
- necessary for our social values to change, good or bad 
- If there was no norms of behavior in society then it would be impossible to have a stable and functioning society.

Contested Deviance
- there is seldom total agreement within a culture about what is deviant. 
- Contested deviance is known as conflict deviance
- Conflict deviance is a disagreement among groups over whether or not something is deviant.

Social Constructionism
- proposes that elements of social like including deviance as well a gender race and other elements are not natural but are established or created by society or culture

- Definitions/ideas of deviance are socially created and not naturally occurring/ self evident.

Deviance and Sanctions

- Positive and negative sanctions are the main ways through which we all enforce the norms of social conduct.
- Constantly sanctioning others and vise versa.
- Sanctions can be verbal. Ex. Thank you (positive), learn how to drive (negative) and non verbal Ex. Smiles (positive) or dirty looks (negative)
- When positively sanction certain behaviors then you are reinforcing the norm for that behavior.
- When you negatively sanctions certain behaviors you are also reinforcing that norm and letting the other person know that they have broken that norm of behavior.

Types of Deviance

Overt Deviance – explicit and visible actions that violate some cultural and social norms.

Covert Deviance – Implicit or assumed underlying characteristics are, race and gender. Ex. racial profiling – are actions undertaken supposedly for reasons for safety, security or public protection, based on racial stereotypes rather than on reasonable suspicion. ‘Driving while Black’ phenomenon. Poverty – the assumption that poorer people are more likely to be deviant than middle-class/wealthy people.

-Sociologist are interested in covert deviance and how certain groups can become labeled as more likely to be deviant than others.

Stigma and Deviance

Stigma – is a social attribute that is seen to discredit an individuals social identity.
- Many countries/ cultures stigmatize sex work ex. Prostitution
- Erving Goffman 91963) identified three types

1. Bodily stigma – That centers on the physical body Ex. Tattoos, disability
2. Moral Stigma – Blemishes of individual character Ex. Women who have causal sex with multiple patterns can be called sluts or prostitutes. 
- People with deviant body shape are considered lazy, self indulgent and greedy etc. 
- People with tattoos are considered less respectable/ more criminal especially in the job market.
3. Tribal Stigma 

Crime and Deviance

- Often deviant behavior is also considered criminal behavior/
Ex. Driving while drunk

Emile Durkheim- argued that the law was how social norms became codified in society
- If it’s deviant then it will be illegal
- The law reflects the collective consciousness of society.
- Durkheim argued that crime actually helped to reinforce social solidarity. Ex. It served positive function in society.

- Laws mark the boundaries of acceptable and unacceptable behavior in any society, in much the same ay that norms represent specific social guide lines.

- This according to Durkheim, serves to increase levels of social solidarity ( the communal feelings that people have for one another the sense of belonging to a coherent social group.
-*Anomie* therefore was seen to be very dangerous phenomenon mainly because when people no longer believe in heir obligation to others their revert to self interest.
- One of the major criticism in Durkheims general work in relation to crime have been the idea that he ignores the way in which power is significantly variable in relation to the way on laws are created and maintained in any society.

Robert Merton – Attempted to adapt Durkheim’s general ideas about anomie to specific social situations and circumstances.

Social Strain Theory
- People or groups feel strain when they are exposed to cultural goals that that can’t achieve because they don’t have the finances.

- when denied access to these goals they find other illegal way of achieving them.

- Merton argued that American society was becoming more anomic due to the cultural pressure on everyone to succeed but lacking the means to do so.
- two major problems
Why do wealthy people steal? Can’t answer that question
What about non economic crimes such as assault, murder and rape?

- The concept of white collar crime was introduced by Edwin Sutherland in 1949
- Previous research had focused on the poor and the crimes they committed
 Two types of white collar crime.
- Occupational crimes : committed by individuals in the course of their jobs. Ex, Sexual Harassment, embezzlement, pilfering,
- Corporate crime: benefits the corporation and its executives at the expenses of others. Ex. Industrial accidents ex. Pollution, price fixing 

- very difficult to successfully prosecute corporate crimes
- Power of big corporations

- Ecological theories of crime
- the causes of crime for example are to be found in the way physical environment or geography in which people live and interact
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Focus Questions
How are the lives of Canadians affected by social inequality How do prestige, power and wealth determine social class? How are social stratification and poverty linked? 
What is the extent of social inequality in Canada?
What is social stratification, and what are it effects on people? 
What is civil society?

Definitions
Stratification:
1. 2. 3.
1. The presence of acknowledged differences in social status, political influence and wealth among the people within a society?
2. The ranking of subgroups in a society according to wealth, power and prestige
3. Social stratification: a form of inequality in which categories of people are systematically ranked in a hierarchy on the basis of their access to scarce but valued resources.

Social Stratification: -is the hierarchical arrangement of large social groups based on their control over basic resources.

Life Chances: Refers to the extent to which individuals have access to important societal resources such as food, clothing, shelter, education and health care (weber) -The more affluent have better life chances

Social Mobility: is the movement of individual or groups from one level in a stratification system to another

Intergenerational mobility: is the social movement experienced by family members from one generation to the next.

Intergenerational Mobility: is the social movement of individuals within their own lifetime.

-Mycenaean shaft-> one of the first society to have social stratification -Social Stratification

Plutrach “An imbalance between rich and poor is the oldest and most fatal aliment of all republics”. (ca. 77 A.D)

Maya
Relatively egalitarian until the demise of the climate and the denuding of the landscape Then religion gains greater prominence and with it a priestly caste is evidenced Stratification thus emerges

-Religion is a sign of the oppressed creature, the feeling of a heartless world and the soul of soul-ness circumstances. It is the opium of the people.

Classical Perspectives on Social Class
Karl Marx: Relation to means of production 
Two Classes in the modern world
Capitalist (bourgeoisie)- Consists of those who own the means of production (land and capital) Working (proletariat)- those who must sell their labor to the owners in order to earn enough to survive.

Other terms: -Material interests: Capitalists tend to hold onto their land and capital -Exploitation: the bourgeoisie take from the proletariat what is due them their own profit.

-Alienation: the feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself
-The bourgeoisie maintain position on top of the class structure
termed the “superstructure” -Class struggle consists of the struggle between the two classes
-Class Conflict: the struggle between the capitalist and working class.

Max Weber: Wealth, prestige and power
Theme: That no one factor (such as Marx’s economic division) defines class. Many factors such as culture as well as access to important societal resources such as economic, social and political power contribute He developed a multidimensional approach to the study of social stratification

Webers multidimensional approach includes:
Prestige: The respect with which a person or status position is regarded by others Power: The ability of people or groups to achieve their goals despite opposition from others (from Weber’s insight, current sociologists use the term socioeconomic) Status: To refer to a combined measure that attempts to classify individual, families or household in terms of factors such as income, occupation and education to determine class position.

Civil Society
Diverse interest groups that operate outside the government to organize aspects of life -Activist groups: formed with the goal of protesting certain political repression, human rights vilations and abuses to the enviroment

Comprising various groups -Institutions supporting states (example: churches and schools) -Institutions that oppose the state (example: trade unions, environmental groups)

Antonio Gramsci 1891-1937 -Italian Scholar, political prisoner -Introduced the term Hegemony:

Hegemony: The permeation throughout society of an entire system of values, attitudes, beliefs and morality that has the effect of supporting the status quo in power relations

Slavery: Is an extreme form of stratification in which some people are owned by others. -This is more likely in a closed system where people designated as “slaves” are treated as property and have little or no control over their lives

Caste System: is a system of social inequality in which people’s status is permanently determined at birth based on their parents ascribed characteristics
- A closed system od social stratification - -Exists in India (based on occupation) and in South Africa (based on
racial classification)

The Class System Is a type of system of stratification based on the ownership and control of resources and on the type of work people do.
-More open than a caste system because the boundaries between classes are less distinct than the boundaries between castes -Horizontal mobility: occurs when people experience a gain or loss in position and/or income that does not produce a change in their place in the class structure
-Vertical mobility: movement up and down the class structure

Inequality Richest 1% of people in the world receive as much as the bottom 57% -In 2009 top executives earned 425 times the average wage of a blue-collar worker up from 326:1 1998

Poverty in Canada

[image: ] [image: ] [image: ]
Official poverty line: based on what is considered to be the minimum amount of money required for living at a subsistence level -Canada has no official definition of poverty, no official way of measuring poverty and no official poverty line

Low-income cutoff: The income level at which a family may be in “straitened circumstances” because it spends considerably more on the basic necessities of life (food, shelter, and clothing) than the average family
No official poverty line in Canada, figure of $23,000 sometimes used.

The Growth Of the State -Degree of class conflict -Ability of (capitalist) state to secure its own repetition through policy

Conflict Perspective
Core values in Canada emphasize the importance of material possessions, hard work, individual initiatives to get ahead, and behaviour that supports the existing social structure.

Thesis: Culture supports the capitalist social structure.

A stratified system is supported by Canadian ideology, laws, the valorization of wealth and power, and discrimination

Feminist Perspectives
Focus: Social inequalities within a social class
Gender is added to class to result in a “double effect”
Evidence:
Many women work in low paying positions
Women’s income, on average, is less than men’s

Functionalist Perspectives
Davis (1945) claimed that social inequality was not only inevitable but necessary for the smooth functioning of society. Termed the Davis-Moore Thesis
Why?
1. all societies have important tasks that must be accomplished
2. some positions are more important than others
3. The most important positions must be filled by the most qualified people
4. these positions which require talent must be highly awarded
5. those most highly rewarded should be functionally unique and on which other positions rely for expertise, direction, or financing

Special Term: Meritocracy: a hierarchy in which all positions are rewarded based on people’s ability and credentials 

[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_6][bookmark: _WNTabType_5]Chapter Seven                                   2012-09-26 2:34 PM

Mid Term

Section 1
- True or False
- 15 questions
- Worth one point each
- Total 15 points

Section 2
- Multiple choice
- 15 questions
- Worth one point each
- Total 15 points

Section 3
- Short definition
- Two terms to be defined according to readings and lectures
- Provide Sociological definition
- Worth 10 points each, total 20 points

All of the readings up to the date of the mid term

Essay
See Course Data File
See Course Outline
Sass http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/ 
- Submission guidelines are important
- No essays under office door
- No lame excuses
- Late penalties will apply
APA Style

Final Exam
Dec 19th 
9:30 – 12:30
DMS 1110, 1150, 1160
Based on all lectures and readings.
section 1
- five questions worth 10%
- true/false
section 2
- worth 10 %
- multiple choice
section 3 & 4
- worth 40%
- 2 or 3 double spaces pages for each response
- essay questions
- section 3 has 3 choices
- section 4 has 3 choices

section one and two answered on the exam sheet
sections 3 and 4 in booklet

Sections 3 and 4 will contain essay questions that are based on themese addressed both before and after the mid term there is some over lap

All true and false and multiple choice are taken from lectures and readings after mid term though some over la may exist.

Do not use pencil
Write your name and student number on the exam sheet and on the exam booklet
When finished, place the exam sheet inside your booklet
Observe page lengths
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Documentary

Focus Questions
What is global stratification and how does it contribute to economic inequality? How are global poverty and human development related? How do conflict theorist explain patterns of global stratification? What is world systems theory?
How is the new system of global trade affected by people in poorer countries?

Terms

- Global stratification: the unequal distribution of wealth, power, and prestige on a global basis, resulting in people having vastly different lifestyles and life choices, we see a pattern of the gap between the rich and the poor (worldwide widening)
- High- income countries: highly industrialized economies, technologically advances, administrative and service corporations and high levels of per capita income
- Low income countries: those that are undergoing the transformation form an agrarian to an industrial economy and have lower levels of income, in brazil less than 3% of the national income accrues to the poorest 1/5th of the population

Wealth & Poverty in Global Perspective

- A child born in south Africa has a 7.2% chance of dying in the first year compared to a child born in Sweden who has a 0.3% chance of dying in the first year of life
- The south African child will go to school for one year while the Swedish child will complete 11.4 years of education
- The child in south Africa has life expectancy of 50 years compared to the Swedish counterpart who is expected to live to 80
- The problem of inequality lies not in poverty but in excess
- We need a new value system calling on the rich to share with the poor and reduce consumption

Unequal Relations

- Microsoft CEO Bill Gates has more wealth than the bottom 45% of American households combines
- Income of the 500 wealthiest people in the world is greater than the income of 416 million poorest people

The Poor

- 3 billion people live on less than 2 dollars per day, 1.3 billion live on less than 1 dollar a day
- 70% of those living on less than 1 dollar a day are women 
- Globally, 50% lack basic sanitation and 30% have no access to clean water - 25% do not have adequate housing 
- 20% have no access to modern health services
- 20% of children do not attend school to grade 5

Problems in Studying Global Inequality

- The levels of development approach
- The world is divided into...
- Developed countries: high income and being industrialized 
- Underdeveloped countries: low income, low gross national income, and being non industrialized 
- Theory: if nation could increase their GNI then social and economic inequality would be reduced

World Systems Theory

- All the human interactions networks small and large, from the household to global trade, constitute the world system
- The capitalist world economy is a global system divided into a hierarchy of three major types: core, semi periphery and periphery, in which upward or downward mobility is conditioned by the resources and obstacles that characterize the international system
- The core nations exploit the peripheral nations at their expense, the semi peripheral ones are partially exploited but benefit more than the peripheral ones.

Life Expectancy

- Average life expectancy has improved 
- Average increase, about 30% in the past three decades and is now more than 70 years in 87 nations 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- How ever in some countries, it has decreased ex: dub Saharan Africa, due especially to AIDS

Social Movement Definition
- An enduring part of a series of collective actions rather than one incident, and enacted by participants with a common interest and a distinct identity, who had broader goals.
 
Key Questions
- Why do movements originate when they do?
- How do they attract and maintain support?
- How do the present issues and formulate strategies?
- How do they structure their organizations?
- What tactics are employed?
- How do social movements impact on culture?
- Why do social movements generate opposition?
- Why do social movements persist or decline?
- How/Why do they succeed or fail?

Social Movement
- The labor and trade union movements;
- Fascist movements;
- Anti-facist and anti-racist movements;
- The women’s movement or feminism;
- Nationalist movements;
- The (polish) Solidarity movement;
- Pro and anti abortion movements;
Aboriginal protest groups

Basic Definitions

Protest – The act of challenging, resisting or making demands upon authorities, power holders and or cultural beliefs and practices by some individual or group

Social Movement – A collective, organized, sustained and non institutional challenge to authorities, power holders or cultural beliefs and practices.

Revolutionary Movement – A social movement that seeks at a minimum to overthrow the government or state.

Social Movement is a
A challenge to
- Authorities, power holders
- Cultural Belief and practices
- The dominant groups in society

- An sm is sustained (lasts a while, not just one outburst

About the goals of social movements
- Can be extremely vague and ill defined, especially for relatively unorganized turmoil expressing discontent without clear proposals
- Organizations are more likely to articulate clear goals or proposals.
- Different factions of the same movement may disagree about specific goals e.i different branches of women’s movement, black movement, worker’s movement and homo sexual movement.
- A complex movement generally encompasses many specific and even competing goals.

Political Opportunity 
- Increased access to political participation (voter drives, more youth, more recruitment, more organizations)
- Elite divisions (political class/Influential bodies divided on issues such as Cold War, Communism, Civil Rights)
- Availability of allies (interaction between different groups, improved communications)
- International dimension

Protest
- The fundamental changes that emerged from Cycles of Contention such as the 1968 social unrest included an increase in political awareness, evident in two ways: the protest movement became the precursor to a new global society and expanded the sphere of the political community using new media and forms of action. 
- The protest movement of 1968 was never a uniform phenomenon and its fall-out took different forms: hippies and spiritualists; Maoist groups and orthodox leftists; citizens’ action groups; feminist projects; third-world groups; pacifists and militants. A part of the movement drifted into the conspiratorial, make-believe world of the armed struggle and left a trail of blood in its wake.

Legacy of 1960s
- Mobilization of masses for extended period
- Spawned new social movements
- Changed government policies
- Altered nature of academic institutions
- Created a generalized disrespect for arbitrary and exploitative authority
- Inspired minorities to action
- Created atmosphere of hope and generated a belief in abilities of youth and protest to succeed.

Love Canal
- 1 KM long pit purchased by the city of Niagara Falls
- Used as a chemical dumping site
- Hooker Chemical, dumped their own chemical waste into the love canal
- Higher than normal cancer rates, birth defects and miscarriages (4 times national average) alarmed residents to presence of toxins and carcinogenic)
- Community protests and national coverage force NY state to close local schools and relocate residents
- 1978 President Carter declares Love Canal a federal disaster area
- Some residents lost life savings
- Could not sell homes
- Court cases and settlements followed
- Legacy of mistrust began
- Increase in Protest Movements dates to this time

Environmental Justice
- A condition of environmental justice exist when environmental risks and hazards and investments and benefits are equally distributed with a lack of discrimination at any jurisdictional level and when access to environmental investments, benefits and natural resources are equally distributed..

Environmental Racism
- Racial Discrimination in environmental policy making, enforcement of regulations
- Geographical inequality, targeting of specific communities for waste disposal.

Tar Sands 
- The term tar sands refers to thick oil called bitumen that is mixed with sand, clay and water
- Intensive energy is required to process the sands into crude oil.
- tar sand oil is the world’s most harmful type of oil for the atmosphere.

Tar Sand Development 
- It takes four tons of material dug out of open pit mines to produce a single barrel of oil.
- Tar sands oil production generates three times as much global warming as conventional oil production.
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Feminism Perspectives

Feminism – the belief that women and men are equal and that they should be valued equally and have equal rights
Key terms – Subordinate, male power, patriarchy, oppression and domination

Sex

Sex – The biological and anatomical differences between females and males
Contrasts:
- Chromosomes: xx= Female; XY= Males
- Primary Sex Characteristics: The genitalia used in reproductive process
- Secondary Sex Characteristics: The physical traits that identify an individual’s sex, such as breasts, hip, pubic hair, larger physical size (in males)

Definitions: Gender
- Cultural Construction of sexual difference
- The way the sexes are perceived, evaluated and expected to behave

Sexism
- Patriarchy: A hierarchical system of social organization in which cultural, political and economic structures are controlled by men.
- Matriarchy: A hierarchical system of social organization in which cultural, political, and economic structures are controlled by women.

Gender Stratification in Historical and Contemporary Perspectives.
Three factors are important in determining the gendered division of labour in a society
1. the type of subsistence base
2. the supply of and the demand for labour
3. the extent to which women’s child-rearing practices are compatible with certain kinds of labour

Hunting and Gathering
Basic theme: Men hunt for game and women gather roots and berries
Relatively equitable relationship exists
Women are full economic partners with men
Little social stratification
Examples: Bushmen of Africa, the Aborigines of Australia, the Yanomamo of South America

Horticultural and Pastoral
Pastoral: 
- Theme: the domestication of large animals to provide food
- Herding is done primarily by men; women contribute relatively to subsistence production in such societies
- Women: their primary value is their ability to bear children

Horticultural:
- Theme: People were able to grow their own food and women’s economic contribution, compatible with child care, was vital
- A fairly high degree of gender equality exists because neither sex controls the food supply

Women’s Work
- Amongst the Iroquois women ‘tended’ the fields, cooked the food, were responsible for manufacturing of clothing and the maintenance of the longhouse
- Iroquois women also held a ‘veto’ over the selection of chiefs

Marriage
Standard Definition
- “Union between man and a woman such that                            children born to the woman are the recognized legitimate offspring of both parents” 
- Cross-cultural cases challenging the Western definition of marriage, EG:
- Nayar and Namburdiri of India
- Nuer women unions
- Gay/lesbian unions

Revised Definition of Marriage
- “Intimate relations between spouses that creates culturally recognized in-law kin relations” (Stone 1998: 183)
- Cultures define marriage differently
- Different genders
- More than two people involved
- Legitimacy of children
- Involvement of sexual/procreative relations
- Rules of exclusion 

Polygamy
- Marriage in which a spouse of either sex may have more than one mate at the same time 
- Prominent economic theory states polygamy is more likely in contexts where either men’s or women’s economic contribution is greater

Polyandry
Etymology: Greek polyandrous, adjective, having many husbands, : the state or practice of having more than one husband or male mate at one time -- 

Endogamy/Exogamy
Endogamy: marriage within a particular group or category of individuals
Exogamy: marriage outside the group

Sororate Marriage
Marriage custom in which a widower marries his wife’s sister

Levirate Marriage
System in which a widow marries the brother of her deceased husband

Sister Exchange
Husbands trade sisters to be each other's wives in order to keep any group from ‘losing’ a woman.
EXOGAMOUS AND ENDOGAMOUS
Alliance theory; Levi-Strauss 

Cross Cousin Marriages
A cross cousin is the child of one's parent's sibling of the alternate sex
E.g. if you are female then your aunt or uncle’s male child is your cross cousin
- The children of a brother and sister marry
- Many cultures in Africa practice cross-cousin marriages
- This, like other systems, is based in economic practices.

Nuer Women Unions
- More of an economic union, an older woman would take a younger one as a wife. The younger woman brought wealth with her in the form of cattle. The younger woman's children would be raised by the older woman, whom they called "female father".
- NUER ALSO HAVE THE GHOST MARRIAGE
A MAN STANDS IN FOR DECEASED BROTHER, KISD AFTER THE DEAD MAN
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Ch.9
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Outline
- Ethnicity
- Race
-Classification
- Theories

Individual Racism
- Interpersonal (Polite, Hate) everyday conversations – sort of an unconscious 
- Beliefs – Passed on
- Prejudices – when you act on your prejudices
- Actions - movements
- In-action – hear no evil see no evil racism

Systemic Racism
- Hardest to remove
Manifested
- Rules
- Laws
- Access 
- Resources

institutional Racism
- built into 
Institutions
- Schools
- Prisons
- Media – stereo type in a sense
- Government bodies – Canada democratic racism

Aversive Racism
- Passive
- Do nothing
- Se no evil, hear no evil
- Acquiescence            

Race and Ethnicity

Race – A category of people who have singled out as inferior or superior often on the basis of real or alleged physical characteristics, such as skin color, hair texture, eye shape, or other subjectively selected attributes.

Ethnicity – A collection of people distinguished by others or themselves, primarily on the basis of cultural or nationality characteristics.    

- Ethnic groups have the following characteristics
1. Unique cultural traits (Clothing, music, religion)
2. A sense of community
3. A feeling of ethnocentrism – put your group above all
4. Ascribed membership from birth
5. Territoriality

Ethnic Group – Members share certain beliefs, values, habits , customs and norms because of the common background.

Ethnicity as:
- Community: in face of external hostility
- So defined by others, amalgamate, stay together for safety and security.
- Physical
- Cultural
- Spiritual

Ethnicity as identity
- Lived in identity
- Situational–symbolic
- Post-modern – hybrid identities 
- Insurgent 

Ethnic Persistence
- Four main issues
1. Marginalized (insurgent?)
2. Conflict (insurgent?)
3. Pluralism
4. Tradition

Historic Racial Classification
- Prehistoric Classification Systems
- E.G Egypt: 3 colors
1. Red - Egyptians
2. Black
3. White 

Francois Bernier (1625 – 1688)
- The word race from the old French ‘rasse’ from the Italian ‘razza’ and Latin ‘Generatio’

Johann Friedrich Blumenbach
- De geris humani varietat native – on the natural varieties
- Considered one of the most influential works in the development of subsequent concepts of human races.
- Humanity had five races: 
1. Caucasian race
2. Mongolian race
3. Ethiopian race
4. American race
5. Malay race

Anders Retzius
- In 1842, Swedish anatomist named Anders Retzius gave us the cephalic index.
- Define = max head breadt X length X by 100

The Cephalic Index
Dolichocephalic – having a long narrow head in which the width measures less than 75% of the length.
Brachycephalic – Having a broad head in which the width measures more than 80% of the length.

Francis Galton
- Eugenics – only middle class to have children, blue blooded society
- Racial Characteristics associated with mental ‘fitness’
- Doctrine that supports racist views.

 Biological Determinism – Concept that various attributes are governed by biological (genetic) factors.

Eugenics – Philosophy of race improvement through forced sterilization or increased reproduction

The Races
Mongoloid – Refers to all related people of east Asia known as Mongols, Also associated with the condition known as Down Syndrome.

Negroid – Italian and Spanish for Black

Caucasian – From Caucasoid, meaning the Caucasus 

Social Darwinism

- Early belief that cultures compete for survival of the fittest, as in the process of natural selection in biological evolution
- Societies evolve from lower (Barbarian) to higher (Civilized) forms
- Natural Selection – most capable surviving, least capable dying out 
- Wring to interfere with this process

Modern Points
1. Sub – species or population of a species that differs: Morphologically, Geographically or Genetically.
2. A race does not have exclusive possession of any variant of genes, Where to draw the line?
3. Difference between individuals greater than that between any group

Skin Deep
- Skin Color is influenced by Haemoglobin, Carotene and Melanin
- Vitamin d
- Sunlight
- Rickets
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Outline
- Multiculturalism Defined
- Multiculturalism in Practice

[bookmark: _GoBack]Europe
- A retreat from Multiculturalism?
- Too much focus on the multi.. not enough on the common culture
- European cities, unlike Canada are characterized by intensely segregated ethnic neighborhoods.
- Issues of Turkish EU membership is a key indicator

- The policy of accommodating any number of distinct cultures within one society without prejudice or discrimination.
- Said especially of a society, community, etc. made up of, involving or relating to several distinct racial or religious cultures etc. Compare bio-cultural and mono-cultural.

What is multiculturalism?
- Is it treating everyone the same or is it taking difference into account?
- Is it a process, an idea, a result, a goal, a practice and outcome?
- Is Canada a mono-cultural society with a few Multicultural bits thrown in?
- Many believe this to be the case and that French and English set the agenda.
- Some believe that multiculturalism is an ideological construct designed to make acceptable the shortcomings of Democratic racism.
- No answer

Multiculturalism
Political – Framework for justifying government initiatives, dividing resources
Prescriptive – Set of ideals that promote, diversity as the norm.
Descriptive – Existence of ethnically diverse groups.
Practical – Used by minority groups to claim equality.
- Multiculturalism denies the existence of an official culture.
- Argues that all cultures are equal within a bilingual framework.
- A set of government policies and practices that promote diversity, respect, tolerance and equality as integral to the countries political, social, cultural and symbolic order.

Multiculturalism Act
- A country after all is not something you build as the pharaohs built the pyramids, and then leave standing there to defy entry. A country is something built every day out of cer

Critical Questions
- What are the sources and meanings of cultural difference in our societies?
- if we are going to fund them? What are the boundaries?
- In what way do institutions and policy makers in some countries deal with multiculturalism?
- Why should we favor or dis favor multiculturalism?
- 40% were not aware, 
- What are the benefits?
- What are the practical aspects?
- What are the criticism?

Practical Aspects
- Established a ministry
- Demand agencies/departments enact policies
- Financial input
- Legal mechanism
- Employment equity
- Race relations center
- numerical representation (committees, councils, juries)

Intentions
- To shore up western support 
- To get the urban Ontario immigrant vote.
- To counterbalance western anger at perceived favoritism for Quebec.
- To mollify ethnic demands.
- To halt American cultural imperialism.
- To gain investment (people, goods)
- To gain prestige abroad.
- And to do the right thing

Coping Strategies for:
1. Increased immigration
2. Emergence for identity politics
3. Emergence of ethnicity as a political force.
4. Satisfying anti-racist movements.
5. Increase in ethnic nationalism

Multiculturalism
- Right of people to identify with the cultural tradition of their choice without sacrificing full and equal participation in society because of cultural differences.

The Challenge
- To establish a rules based framework and normative standards that can engage diversity as different yet equal, without eroding the goals of national unity, identity, and prosperity in the process.

Inter-culturalism
- Rejects the idea of Federal Multiculturalism.
- Argues that this contravenes special status.
- Violates bi-cultural vision of confederation.
- Intrudes upon internal affairs of Quebec.
- Lessens the position of French in Canada.
- Strengthens the domination of Anglophones.
- Promotes the integration of minorities into Quebec culture.
- Promotes the use of the French language.
- Lessens the primacy of the individual.
- Maintains the sovereignty of the national assembly.

Judging Multiculturalism
- Does diversity strengthen our culture?
28% much stronger
27% somewhat stronger
22% believe that the diversity of our immigration weakens our culture.
21% percent believe it makes no difference.
40% causes some groups to fully integrate.

Public View
- BC most divided.
- Manitoba in favor 60%
- Atlantic Provinces, Ontario most in favor.
- Aboriginals negatives
- 66% aware of policy.
- 40% unaware
- 71%

Conculsion
- Remain committed to MC or IC
- Remain supportive on immigration
- Challenges that MC present are dealt with through legislation
- But the time lag in enforcement is dangerously long.
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6-7 pages of text
Journal articles required

Functionalist
- Theme: Emphasize the importance of the family in maintaining the stability of a society and the well-being of individuals

Durkheim: 
- Marriage as a microscope replica of the larger society
- The division of labor contributed to greater efficiency in all areas in social life including marriage and the family.

Parsons and four key functions:
1. Sexual regulation, when where who
2. Socialization
3. Economic and psychological support 
4. Provision of social status 

Feminism
- Theme: There are more types of family than the nuclear one; patriarchy has been a source of pain and struggle for the family.
- Patriarchy: A hierarchical system of social organization in which cultural, political and economic structures are controlled by men.
- Women’s subordinate begins in families 
- Dark side emphasis: abuse family violence
- Included in the perspective is the desire to change the family system from one of control to one of freedom.

Symbolic Interactionism
- Themes:
1. Families are socially constructed
2. Each family has a unique understanding as to their identity
3. Marriages are socially constructed to the sharing of a common reality from two separate realities (men and women)

Defined: the family is a group of interacting personalities 

Nuclear Family
- The nuclear family consist of a married couple and their children
- The nuclear family is ego-centered and impermanent 

Function of the Family
- Sexual – family provides environment for regulating sexual desires
- Reproduction – Essential for survival of human society
- Socialization
- Economic – Shelter, divisions of labor

- Kinship and descent are selective institutions. One society may stress women as bearers of children and base its kinship system on this fact.
- another may trace connections through men and stressing the paternal roles and reducing the maternal role.
- Even though these practices may contradict each other all of these societies are an expression of the panhuman experiences of mating birth and nurturance.

The Functions of Descent and Kinship
- Descent groups are convenient devices for solving a number of problems human societies commonly confront:
- How to maintain the integrity of resources that can not be constantly divided without destruction
- Generating workforces for tasks that require a labor than the family
- Enabling alliances
- Kinship involves not only haw we classify our relationship, but also how we organize our family the support and assistance we can count on, whom we will marry, our residential patterns etc.
- Kinship defines our gender roles, how many children we will bear, what will happen to us in old age and even what faith we will practice.

Key Terms
- Relationships created via marriage are called : Affinal
- Relationships created via biology are called: Consanguineal

The Study of Kinship
- What is kinship?
- Sense of being related to another person
- Set by rules (sometimes laws)
- Often taken for granted as being natural rather than cultural 
- Links modes of production, reproduction and ideology
- Cultures define blood relative differently

Defination
- Kinship is a system of social relations based on prototypical procreative relationships, called kinship

- The word kinship comes from O.E cyn Family , race, kind, nature

Kinship Analysis
Diagrams
- Systematic way of presenting date on the kinship relations of an individual called ‘ego’
Genealogy
- Diagram tracing descent of ego to a common, earliest ancestor
Six Terminological naming systems
- Named after the fist cultural groups to be studied based on their kinship genealogy
-  Ex. Iroquois and Eskimo

Residency Patterns
- 4 major ones.
1. Neolocal Residence – get married move in together
2. Patrilocal Residence – live with the groom family
3. Matrilocal Residence – live with the wifes family
4. Avunculocal Residece – move into you uncles residence 

Bilateral Descent
- Descent is traced equally from both parents 
- Married couples live in a nuclear households, away from their parents
- Inheritance is allocated equally between siblings
- Dominant in foraging and industrial cultures.
Ex. inuit, Ju/Wasi, Canada
Trace from both parents and both sibling inherent equally.

Unilineal Decent System
- Basis if kinship in 60% of worlds cultures
- Most associated with Pastoralism, horticulture and agricultural modes of production
Types: 
Patrilineal Descent
Matrilineal Descent

Patrilineal Descent
- Found 44% of all cultures.
- Kinship is traced through the male line.
- Males dominate position power and property
- Girls are raised for other families
- Found in East and South Asia and Middle East.
- Patrilineal is most common in Africa. In Africa kinship terminology. Brother is a term used to describe sons of Uncles and sister= sons of Aunts, but uncle = father and Aunt = Mother

Matrilineal Descent
- Found among 15% of all cultures.
- Kinship is traced through the female line
- Women control land and products
- Found in the pacific, Australia, small parts of Mediterranean coast.
- Declining though capitalism
- Rare in Africa, small band across the south central, is practiced by the Asante and the Akan of Ghana. Get matrilieanlity when men away from homes a great deal.
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Urban Sociology – A subfield of sociology that examines social relationships and political and economic structures in the city. Census Metropolitan Area: CMA a very large area, together with adjacent urban and rural areas that have a high degree of economic and social integration with that urban area.

Migration
Subtypes of Migration:
Internal migration: movement within a geo. Area: in 1867 80% of people lived in a rural area in 2000 51% live in urban areas.

International: From one country to another.

Factors:
- Pull: Reasons to go to another countries because of hat is there (accepting?)
- Push: Reasons to leave where you are living (religious oppression)

- Push: Involuntary: slavery, religious oppression
Canada: Most of the 33 million Canadians are the descendants of immigrants.
At various times and places, people from China. Japan, and South Asia could not come.
Current Policy: One of the most open in all the world.

Demography: The Study of Population

Demography: The subfield of sociology that examines population size, composition, and distribution

Population: A group of people who live in a specific geographic area.

Fertility, Morality, Migration, Population, Composition
The Baby Boom and the Baby Bust

Population Growth in a Global Context

Problem: Can our planet support our expanding population?
Theories:
- The Malthusian Perspective
- The Marxist Perspective
- The Neo- Malthusian Perspective
- The Demographic Transition Theory

The Malthusian Perspective
- From Malthus (1766-1834)
- Physical Supplies (especially food) would increase arithmetically while the population would increase exponentially
- Thus population growth outstrip the food supply
- Positive checks: Mortality risks like famines, disease and war.
- Preventive checks: Moral Restraint

The Marxist Perspective
Why overpopulation?
- Because capitalist want to have a surplus of workers so as to suppress wages
- Overpopulation would lead to a demise of capitalism.

The Demographic Transition Theory
- Demographic Transition: The process by which some societies have moved from high birth rates and death rates to relatively low birth and death rates as a result of technological development.
- Evidence: Countries which have industrialized have had low birth rates and low death rates.

Climate Change
- 1990s was the hottest decade on record
- Nineteen of the hottest 20 ears on record have occurred since 1980

Intro
- 2007: 51% of world’s population becomes urban. 
- The story of rural – urban migration is one if the despair, poverty, death and foreclosure
- Begins with the 18th century ‘clearances’ and continues into the 20th and 21st century.
- In 1750, European economy overwhelmingly agricultural.
- Empire, war ad increased technological innovation resulted in a vast increase in the market for European goods, which in part drove the conversion to an industrial, manufacturing economy.

Profound Social Changes
- Europe moved from a primarily agricultural and rural economy to a capitalist and urban economy.
- Born on the production and control of machine friendly products: cotton, iron, pottery
- European economy changes from a household to and a larger field.

Enclosure act forced people off the land
- Centralized factories
- Unban concentrations
- New and efficient ways of productions
- Investment and export

Second Industrial Rev. 
- The expansion of trains
- The expansion of factories
- Chemicals
- Petroleum
- Solidification of bourgeoisie rule

Emergence of Mega-Cities
- 18th-19th century
- Massive expansion of city population because of the revolutions
- Infrastructure couldn’t keep up, poverty, transit, services, no social services
- Early death profiles, poverty and banditry, average death was 29
(Always ask if rates include infant death? Usually you need to ask that question to get a proper answer)
- High birth rates in the slum
- early death – massive families

Cities and Population
- The majority of global environmental pollution stems from cities

Analysis of Cities
- Metabolic approach to analyzing cities
- Involves conceptualizing the city, or industrial system, as an organism and tracking resources that go into the system and products and wastes that leave it.
- Biological analogy
- Systems approach

LCA
- Life Cycle Assessment 
- A product is not considered ‘Green’ unless it has less environmental impact over its life cycle than that of an alternate choice.


In the City
- Population explosion in late 20th century
- Expansion of fossil fuel production
- Expansion of land under construction
- Expansion of local garbage and waste products

Problems
- Traffic emissions
- Polluted water
- Construction over water tables and environmentally sensitive areas
- Increased C02 emissions
- Increased methane from garbage 
- General air quality reproduction

Integrating global and environmental concerns into urban management
- Obstacles that impede cities from addressing environmental concerns.
1. Scale argument
2. Readiness argument

1. Scale Argument
- Power relationship with province and federal gov. action system 
- Cities: level of gov. elected to deal with local municipal issues
- In jurisdictions where federal or provincial powers, outweigh municipal powers, cities are helpless to tackle major issues.
- Global warming seen as global problem
- Resources stretched 
2. Readiness Argument
- Immediate concern is with air quality, water purification, garbage collection.
- Second world not ready to tackle global issues.

Solutions
- International org.
- Internal regulation
- Increased powers for cities
- Increased efficiency of recycling
- Better infrastructure
- Consumer and producer reduction
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