Why Place Matters and Other Foundational Concepts 
Why study human geography?
· To understand space’s influence on society and scales between people/places 
Space 
· Abstract concept (mathematical vs relative) 
· Topological scale: connection between points in space 
· Related to education and connectivity between locations 
· Society produces economic/cultural/social values 
· Socio-economic: sites/regions and distribution patterns 
· Cultural: compared to a homeland and its value to a specific group 
· Cognitive: values and beliefs based on a location 
· Space produced by human activity * 
Place 
· Dynamic (economy, social, and cultural and political resources)
· Objective locations with unique/interdependent relations with other places or a subjective social/cultural construct 
· It is simply space filled with meaning (this is how to place make)
· Accessibility: related to relative location contact from one location to another (proximity)
· Result of layered process (layered meaning creates a socially constructed [variable] meaning)
· Influence: social (relations)/psychological 
· Socially constructed meanings based on group 
· Resistance/conflict in Belfast (catholic vs protestant)  
· John Agnew: discrete “elastic” area of a setting for constitution of social relation
· Place making always incomplete (2 way process)
· Explain the interdependence between 2 areas (ex. Sandy Hill discussion) 
· Interdependence of place draws together distant/different areas (e.g. Manhattan: source of corporate management, labour drawn from various US schools, fruit drawn from; Florida, Asia, and Europe) 
Scale 
· Level of analysis 
· Cartographic: 2D representation (maps) 
· Methodological: data collection to answer research question 
· Geographical: ways space is organized (province, city, household)
Distance 
· Absolute distance: physical measurement 
· Relative distance: effort/time/cost
· Cost: cycling vs driving (more by car)
· Social Distance: separation based of degree of difference (lifestyle/socio-economic status)
· Similar lifestyle have shorter distance 
· City division 
· Racial segregation
· Friction of distance: interference of difference to human interactions 
· Diminished 
· Shrinking due to decline in distance (cars now vs horses)distance-decay function
Spatial Interaction 
· Movements and flow of human activity (ex. Migration)
· Inter-dependence between places 
· Can be applied to shopping, commuting, and immigration 
Fundamentals of Spatial Interaction
· Complementary (economics of scale is the determining factor)
· Demand and supply to match (or compliment)
· Ex. Climatic complimentary- sun deprived Canadians visiting Florida
· Origin and destination 
· Transferability: cost of moving goods 
· Ability of good to bear the cost 
· Ex. Coal transported by rail/boat(cheap) because there is no time limit 
· More expensive items (fruits) are time dependent 
· Time space conversions (distant places closer together)
· Sailing vs flying 
· Intervening opportunities 
· Establish an opportunity between 2 places 
· Ex. Entrepreneur creates a business to compete with rival companies 
· Alternative origin/destination
· Spatial Diffusion 
· Technology, disease, economic innovations, culture spread over space with time 
· Key indicator for spatial interaction 
· S-curve for adopters (eventually everyone uses)
· Ex. Phones, computers
· Expansion/contagious: proximity of carriers fixed in a location 
· Hierarchical: diffusion from one location to the next with no necessary middle spreading 
· Relocation: movement of people 
Globalization 
· Process that evolves based on increasing inter-connectedness of the globe (economic, political, Cultural, and environmental change)
· Looks at the source and impact of demand on a local scale (Ottawa- where the fruit came from and how they impact the fruit producers’ community)
· Pace/nature increase to a highly interdependent world 
· Ex. Financial crisis of 2008
· Pre-modern globalization, early, and contemporary
· Atlantic system of triangular trade sugar/Tabaco flowed into Europe from the Caribbean
· Dutch were the first to bring slaves to NA 
· Early forms relate to Mercantilism 
· Purchase of materials and selling back at a higher price 
· Europe 16th-18th cent, new financial system and trading companies
· Risk was attempted to be reduced 
· Great Trading companies (European with a global reach)
· Exploited Indian resources 
· Contemporary globalization 
· Focus on transformationalist view select states/societies as closely connected while others are marginalized from the global order 
· Tiered system: elites embattled, and marginalized  
· Key issues include 
· Environmental issues: “footprint”, economic prosper but environmental issues
· Deforestation, acid rain, smog, soil erosion, pollution, endangered species 
· Health issues: higher risk of disease spreading 
· Security issues: production of risk due to contemporary stream 
· Critique that GIS is mundane 
· Hyperglobalist: open markets and free trade, investments can cross globe, increases prosperity, human rights flourish (inter connected world), interdependence is good, based on neo-liberal argument (decreased role of state, increase in private property), governments have a smaller role, inclusion of private market actors
· Differences between nations becomes meaningless 
· Skeptics: nothing new 
· Inter connections on a global scale have always existed 
· World was more connected when every country used a system based on gold standard 
· Not really on a global scale but a regional scale 
· Europe, East Asia, and the US dominate the economy
· Not looking at the nation state is disappearing 
· Transformationalist: change transforms things 
· Difficult to anticipate outcome of transformation 
· Government/people are experiencing globalization in a new way because there is no difference between domestic and international affairs 
· Think inequality will grow over time 
Is the world becoming borderless?
· Is there any reason to study geography if the world becomes flat
· Globalization is not uniform or equal 
· Localization is important 
· Globalization is a process (uneven) not a destination 
· Geography matters: relative (social) distance has increased 
· Income gap increased 
· Ex. People who have access to information 
· Globalization is economically determined (countries and companies benefit)
· Mitigation of uniformity 
· The uneven distribution and increase in relative space is a result of capitalism 
· Global scale shows more uneven outcomes 
· Developed and under developed countries 
· Cities vs rural areas (hinterland and heartland)
· Urban level: city centre and suburb 
· Neighbourhood: block to block 
· Individual scale: person to person 
· Globalization is both regressive and progressive 
II
· Economic Globalization: global economy 
· Trade
· Internationalization: production 
· Assemble or produce goods across many different countries (one company)
· Commodity chains used to study international trade (inter related activities and industries)
· The production, distribution, and consumption happen in different places 
· Post world war (multiple others occurred in the 20th century) 
· Concerns about stability (world economy) 
· Stability at a world scale (politics and economy) 
· Bretton Woods agreement in 1944 helped to recreate stability 
· Culture globalization is a loss of local culture and identities 
· Cultural homogenization: everything is becoming a version of Europe and NA (placeless)
· Cultural diversification: impact of migration of people, high diversity 
· Local hybridity: looking at how diverse groups come together sharing culture and making a hybrid, no culture is pure but a combination 
· Unidirectional, Eurocentric 
· Cultural mixing doesn’t ensure uniform
· Renewed localism unique outcomes from global and local scale 
· **compare 2 specific views on culture globalization or take and defend one position 
World-Systems theory
**MIDTERM
· Looks at dependency 
· The idea and impact of globalization 
· There is no segregation 
· Connected through economics and trade 
· Core- diverse economy, periphery-specialized economy, and semi-periphery 
· 4 stages of development at stage 2
· Pre-industrial 
· Core-periphery 
· Dispersion of the economy 
· Emergence of spatial integration
· Dependency theory 
· Doesn’t look at structural inequalities
· One area must be under developed in order for the rest to develop 
· Depend on this 
· Areas becoming more in poverty 
Politics of territory and Space
· Political geography: looks at theory of state, population, and the land 
· States grow because of population 
· Argument on the behaviour of state not economics and power
· Contemporary: relationship between power and place on a multiple scales 
· Politics of geography: distribution of people and social groups/resources over space and their impact on space. How geography shapes politics
· Geography of politics: how politics shapes geography (communism grew by absorbing new countries)
· Territory: noun- transformed and produced 
· Restrain and contain 
· Territoriality: Must involve classification (neighbourhood), communication (marker), attempt to control access (locks) 
· Boundaries: physical expression of separation 
· Regulate flow of people and resources 
· Controlled activities 
· State: independent political unit 
· Nation: people bound together by a sense of solidarity (culture, homeland) 
· Nation-State: homogeneous group governed by own state (collection of nation and people)
· Spatial extent similar (takeover land and remove people from your land)
· Nations without state 
· Multination state: India 
· No such thing as a state without a nation 
· Sovereignty: states power of people/territory (recognized by the law/other states)
· Centripetal forces: forces which integrate the state 
· Centrifugal forces: forces the lead to disintegration of the state 
· Nationalism: feeling of belonging to a nation and believing in the power of it 
· Imagined community; nothing sacred, dynamic 
Modern nation building
· Harmonization of languages-
· Ex. France became mainly French speaking 
· Capitalism 
· Education 
· Art (newspaper and artworks)
· National identity created with symbols from nation-state 
Space: politics and power 
· They are a source of 
· Control, resources, conflict, divisions, and competition 
· Politics of geography: distribution of people/resources over space have an impact on politics
· Space as a source of conflict and territory 
· Social groups/control over a territory 
· Regionalism: collective identity within state/state borders  (ethnic group)
· competition
· geography of politics: how politics affects the state and shapes geography 
· international scale: boundaries, re-drawing 
· Territorial Struggle
· 19th century (SE corner of Mediterranean and Jordan River) (Agrarian economy)
· Ottoman empire defeated 
· British mandate: divided E of river TransJordan W was Palestine  
· Separation Barrier : 2002 preserve housing
Border as barrier 
· Interface: place of unity 
· Hybrid space (US/Mexican border)

Politics of Mobility
· Migration: long distance move 
· Emigration: leaving the country of origin to move to another 
· Immigration: moving to a new location (the destination)
· Involuntary migration is on the rise 
· IDP (internally displaced people) 27million, camps on border 
· Refugees: left country of origin and are stateless 50 million
· Australia: only country in the world with a record of migration 
· Upwards of 12 thousand people live in the US illegally 
· Hypermobility: favours people who have education and can help innovate migration geography 
· Neo-Classical economics: people move due to wage/employment opportunities
· Political economy: migration is a part of capitalist system 
· Social process: individuals and changing quality as a family/gender relations 
· Transnationalism: economic, social, and political practices across borders that connect communities  
· “new mobility paradigm”
Migration reasons
· Push factors
· environmental pressures 
· economic pressures(low wages and unemployment)
· political pressures 
· pull factors
· economic opportunities 
· personal safety, liberty, freedom
· social opportunities 
· criteria of classification : time, causes, distance, decisions, people, 
· global periphery is blocked from mobility 
· migration is an important part of globalization 
· migration gives insight into human condition 
· 30k years ago earliest humans moved into central AfricaMiddle east  
· Colonial migration began in the 17th century 
· Migration of Europeans 
· Bad news for first nations in NA and SA
· Slavery trade associated with trade and resources 
· UK, France, Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands 
· Indentured labour was a contract for work 
· Asia, India, (oppressed people)
· Colonial system key to global system 
· Created uneven development 
· Legacies: modern conflicts, national myths, uneven development
Migration 
· 1960-70: complex international systems of mass labour 
· Millions  of workers from peripheral to core 
· 1973: more diverse flow migrants carry and support globalization
· Mexico-US flow reversed 
· Increased push factors (developing countries)
· Demographic pressure
· Lack of economic opportunities (quality of life and often educated)
· Remittances (family income, nation economic stability, develop and grow)
· Pull factors (decline)
· Decline in manufacturing industry 
· 3rd sector economy 
· Expansion in services (highly skilled migrants)
· Low skill sector jobs 
· Growth of informal sectors= little to no training
· Incentives for immigration (e.g. Canada)
· Screen through them 
· More variety (temporary vs permanent)
· Skilled, refugees, asylum, illegal (clandestine, undocumented)
· Human trafficking 
Feminization of migration 
· Gender-based differences in types of work
· Refugee based movements (former Yugoslavia) 
· Areas with high unemployment (rural) to core regions 
· Mexico women move to the border to work in maquiladoras 
· In china 
· Impact of maquiladoras: independence and career opportunities 
· Security: violence ( Juarez)
· Global Chain of Care: migrant labour replaces women who are employed outside the home 
· Can be used to reduce cost of routine services (healthcare) 
· Casualization- lower salaries for the same jobs, same with immigrants 
· Canada created a temporary program: “live-in caregiver”, health sector 
· Over worked, isolated, lack of information, abuse 
· Sending: temporary workers 
· Philippines has an Overseas Contract Worker (OCW) program
· Agencies don’t have the best intentions (debt)
· Most skilled go to the west 
Environmental Migration 
· Looked at focus groups, personal
· Environment tied into political, economic, and social reasons 
· Can’t separate reasons (society and environment)
Colonialism and Empire 
·  Empire: mini-systems (society in which there is only one cultural base and an economy[of trade])
· 9k BC more extensive trading relations 
· World empire: group of mini-systems 
· Egypt, China, Rome, Greece
· Over 70 empires in history 
· Roman empire: water is best way of transportation, a system of roman rows 
· Traded most with themselves 
· Extended into China and India (trade)
· Mainly grain but also other things like oil, textile, slaves 
· Empires are different by:
· How they claim power (central)
· Source of power (unitary?)
· Powerful yet vulnerable because of spatial location 
· Negative: abusive, attempt to impose values 
· Positive: modern, civil, tolerance of difference, 
· 3 phases: exploitation of resources, colonization, location of capital (rise in status)
· 1-resources from hinterland, or area outside of core 
· 2-peripheries become developed, new settlements for power, cash economy 
· 3-periphary becomes a place of large scale capital investment (semicore) 
· Ex. Canada, Australia, US
· Colonialism: Law of diminishing returns= decline of economy with the addition of labour 
· Must move into new areas (to raise productivity) 
· Associated with territorial and physical settlement of people 
· Political and legal domination (power from settlement) 
· Aims to get imperial control 
· Imperialism: one country/state gains control over another
· About political and economic control in addition to territorial control 
· Military, culture
· Colonialism is only a form of this 
·  “Age of Discovery”- European Conquest 
· Effects: population movement, development of transportation, 
· Division of labour: sets up dependency in the colonial states 
· Technical: parts of production of a good are split up 
· Social*: different types of production occur in different places and by different people 
·  begins to happen in the twentieth century 
· Consequences: relics- still not independent
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Colonial powers decided to exploit Africa for raw materials
· Europeans wanted to introduce civilization (social project)
· India united by railways for goods 
· International division of labour: technical and social
· 1st : core/periphery model
· Doreen Massey (84) spatial division of labour (International)
· Now we have close to 193 states (UN recognized) 
· From 70 in 1938
· WWII encouraged the independence and liberation of the land due to their participation in the war 
· Member of the elite were education by the Europeans (overseas)
· Begin to see secondary manufacturing 
· In February 1941, they (US) wanted to decolonize many parts of the word (US pressures Europeans to get a piece of the land)
· Colonialism, industrialization, and world trade (globalized system)
· A number of factors caused decolonization (both WWI and II)
· Consequences of colonization still exist (development) 
· Relics (colonies and non-independents territories)
· Nations and borders (created out of colonialism)
· 15 million Muslims and Hindus because the border between India and Pakistan 
· Neo-colonialism: colonial governments replaced by other monetary bodies and organizations 
· Ex. UNESCO 
· Mission of the US to increase human development 
· Or like colonialism seeks to exploit periphery in favour of the core (imperialism without colonies)
· Access to consumers and military 
· US adventure in Iraq used to also gain access to oil resources 
· China invested in Africa 
· European Colonialism created uneven development 
· Improvement of living conditions in core areas in Europe 
· Integrated slavery and indentured workers into world market of labour 
· International agriculture and manufacturing systems 
· Impacts disaster for indigenous 
· Legacies: modern-day conflict (Africa and Middle East)
· Creates myths 
After Midterm 1
· 1815: population finally reaches 1 billion
· ~200K years since humans surfaced 
· How do we feed this many people 
· Carbon emission increase 
· Jordan river is now polluted 
· Water flowing from sea of J into the dead sea is waste water from agriculture (high amounts of toxins) 
· Mixture of sources (water wells in Gaza strip)
·  Birds pollinate crop 
· Demography: human population and characteristics 
· Interested in change (population growth/decline)
Population basics: Population dynamics 
· Population change: births*, deaths*, migration 
· Live birth: crude birth rate (CBR) live birth rates per 1000 people 
· 2011 world: 20
· Typically 8-55/1K
· Fertility: age specific basis (15-49)
· TFR: world 2011-2.5
· Replacement-level: 2.1-2.5 children per woman
· Growth is slow for the 20th century 
· Doubling time: measure of how long it takes for the population to double in size 
· Factors affecting fertility: biological (age-younger), nutrition, diet (higher level of body fat is better)
· Economical: families rely on a market economy, now an expense 
· Social: first married (age)
· Cultural: contraceptive tied to policy and beliefs, abortion
· Mortality: crude death rate per 1K world scale  2011-8
· Range 5-50deaths/1K in any given year 
· High for both very young (infants) and elders (J-curve) 
· Life expectancy: world 2011- 70
· Population growth: increase (%) of change over time 
· Changes in mortality rates: changes in death (medicine and treatments)
· Vaccines for polio, smallpox, introduction of antibiotics 
· 1800: average LE 40
· More advances= more people 
· Malaria kills a child every 30s or AIDS
· Advances in agriculture increase the population 
· Must increase productivity or land used 
· Nitrogen based fertilizer was key (high energy use and natural gas for hydrogen)
· Green revolution (increase in population)
· Plant breeding to produce more food 
· Norman Borlaug developed disease-resistant high-yield dwarf wheat 
· Population and Resources 
· Idea that the population would be held in check with the amount of food (Malthus)
· Demographic transition model
· Population growth in relation to economic relations 
· Based on the population dynamics of core countries (in Europe and NA)
· Looks at a preindustrial rate with a high death and birth rate (equilibrium) 
· Relies on a decreased death rate but a high birth rate (large number of children per family) 
· Phase 3: birth rate declines along with death rate and now you see the economic impact (families are making a calculation that children are an expense) 
· Key to transition of phase 2 to 3 is the reliance on industrialization 
· Earning money and children weren’t needed as a source of production 
· The structure of the economy 
· The demand for skilled labour vs low wage labour and education of women decreasing child birth and technological development 
*Demographic Transition Model: based on industrialization 
· Lowering infant mortality- by education (funded by?)
· It must benefit the country itself (not so much the core)
· Look at the stages but also criticize the changing population and decrease rate of growth (all we need to do is industrialize?) 
Age-Sex pyramid 
· Cohorts can be thought of as a generation (5 year period) 
· Growth in Uganda, pros: young population supports and take over the economy as the elders leave, children are living 
· Concern: not enough work
· China: contracting population (0-20 years) and increase in elders (dependent on young people)
· One child policy: 1 child per family but 2 girls and/or you pay more taxes 
· Sex ratio: 118 boys:100 girls 
· Now: 6 adults per dependent person vs 2050: 2 people per 1 dependent person 
· 4-2-1 problem (grandparent, parents, child) supported by this one child 
· Natural inclination brining in foreign workers 
· Japan: country population is contracting 
· Below population replacement rate 
· By 2040: 1 person over 100 per baby born 
· 2060:125.5 mill to 86 million people 
· Problem: already has a challenge that not enough people can deal with the elderly 
· Policies to control mortality and pro-natalist policies (encourage people to have more children) and anti-natalist 
· Canadian immigration laws favour younger people who would influence and participate in the labour force 
· Only would be able to change the demographic structure if we brought in babies not young adults (they will only age) 
· Decline in many countries populations and there aren’t enough immigrants to solve the problem 
· Contraction of population requires people willing to emigrate 
The challenge of lowering our numbers 
· We cannot have a population that continues to expand 
Rural landscapes
· Hard to find places in the world that have not been affected by industrialized agriculture 
· Decline in the number of people working 
· More part of global industrial production sector 
· First came about when they realized growing food is a better way to sustain a food source 
· Vs hunting and gathering (killing animals and searching for food)
· Subsistence Agriculture:
· Shifting cultivation: grow crop for a limited number of years and then move locations (first area remains follow), common in the tropics
· Other: use the same land but change crop type (allow the soil to replenish) 
· Ex. Some plants help do this faster
· Intensive subsistence agriculture: SE Asia (common), terrace used to maximize the land, heavy inputs of human labour and an effort to improve the soil 
· Geography: large population (Asia and India) and lots of labour 
· Pastoralism: herding of animals (sheep, goats and cows)
· Usually in areas where the land doesn’t support cultivation
· Moving from highlands in the summer to lowlands in the winter 
· Always on the move 
· Unusual people 
· 1st revolution: 10 000 to 15 000 years ago 
· Development of seeds and the use of plows/animals*
· Begins in the middle east (Iraq) 
· Division of labour* and irrigation 
· Population settlement*
· Flood plains along the Nile, Tigris, Euphrates 
· 2nd: 1700-1850 
· Tied to industrialization and the industrial revolution 
· Occurred in Western areas and England
· Commercial market for food and an urban industrial workforce 
· Enables the growth of cities and manufacturing 
· Most people were engaged 
· Enclosures: 1st change, land is held from public to private, poorest people lost the land that they farmed on 
· Between 1750-1850: enclosures acts allows for public land to be sold to private land owners 
· Rented out land to peasants 
· Inventions in agriculture and mechanization: mechanized seed drill (uniform crop), cuts the time, lower the amount of labour needed (shift of population)  
· *Von Thunen’s Model: looks at agriculture vs distance. Closer you are to the city the less it costs to transport agriculture 
· The agricultural land use is based on the distance from the city 
· Dairy outbids and follows residential (issue when it’s outside a set limit, heavy)
· Next wheat then grazing and then unfarmed lands
· Why is this tied to the 2nd revolution 
The first 2: relate to the modernization of farming in terms of the economy 
· 3rd:  19th century (late), new world NA not Europe 
· Tied to 3 things: mechanization- tractors, combines, reapers, pickers (motorized machines) increasing the amount of production
· Chemicals: introduction of synthetic (nitrogen-based), herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, and fertilizer increase amount and production, introduced by the 1950s followed by Europe in the 60s and periphery areas by the 70s
· Food manufacturing: canned food, frozen food, adding value to agricultural products
· This revolution relies on the transition of farm to firms in the manufacturing sector 
· Green revolution: begins mid-20th century 
· Norman Borlaug 
· Initial focus on seed (higher yields) expands to fertilizers 
· First 7 years they breed wheat to have more leaves and yield more product and increase the production to avert famine 
· They also move onto corn and rice 
· Plants needed nitrogen (requires water supply as well) 
· Also about brining water (irrigation) to help the nitrogen based fertilizers 
· Associated with pesticides and herbicides (must deal with the short height of the plant)
· 4 elements needed to maximize yields, lead to a faster rate of crops and overall production of food 
· Asia- Rice increased by 60% and India being able to feed themselves 
· Leeching salt out of soils and seeing an increase in the saline in soils associated with agriculture 
· Increased movement from urban  rural (less work needed) 
· Social polarization (increase) farmers who adapted green technology and those who could not 
· *positive and negative outcomes 
· Monoculture (less genetic variety) and widespread use of increase saline and water consumption (through fertilizer) 
· 4th: biotechnology- genetic engineering of both plants and animals 
· Uses living organisms (or parts) to improve/modify and develop specific animals/plants 
· DNA techniques, cell fusion, fermentation (new forms)
· Super plants (robust) and produce their own fertilizer and resistant to saline 
· Round-up: herbicide that kills everything 
· Round-up ready: making plants resistant to this so you can use this one time (lowering use of pesticides) 
· Robbing developing world by growing cotton in a dessert 
· Revolution in the private sector (increased role in food supply/security) 
Re-imagining Agricultural practices 
· Food regimes based on fresh fruits, vegetables & fish 
· Greater interest in organic farming (no use of chemicals) 
· Can be more expensive and is labour intensive 
· Slow food: produce sustainability from 100mile radius (not importing anything) 
Implications for rural places 
· Rural: social construction
· Residual category- everything left over from urban land
· Policy makers: distance and density
· Census: population outside of areas with 1000 people 
· Rural areas that are metro and non-metro adjacent areas and northern area
· Population growth in metro-adjacent 
· Places of land use conflict (closer to metro-adjacent areas)
· Number of people involved with farming has decreased 
· Most people in rural landscapes aren’t associated with agriculture
· Between 2001-2006 farms decreased by 7.1% and rural population increased by 2% (total), associated with farms decreased 8%
· Farms (largest 400-500 hectors) prairies 
· Most amount of farms in ON, AL, SK, QC, MN 
· ~6 million people live in rural areas (less than 20% of population) 
· Counter urbanization: began in the 1970sn(60s-80s) in the US 
· Growing population in rural areas was growing faster than urban areas 
· De-concentration of the population 
· Reversal of population trends (berry was one of the main geographers who noticed this)
· Why did this happen? And why does it continue?
· Pattern of movement from the core and suburbs into the rural-urban fringe (existing village or stand-alone property) 
· No farming is going on various reasons (lower price, amenity landscape)
· Second rural area is low density (urban employment ties (retailing), not far from cities but still not farming) 
· Reasons for this: cost (lower land cost (smaller in the development) and lower taxation due to lesser degree of fees in regards to the municipality), water and sewage services are associated with cost (in rural areas well water and alternative waste systems are used)
· Municipality doesn’t account for these fees 
· Transportation: lower cost of gas allows it to be more affordable to travel 
· Investments in highways/expressways (allow people to live at great distances from the city)
· Diminish the friction of distance 
· Culture: the association with the various areas 
· Past associated with disease, dirt, and foreign culture (urban)
· Real Americans live in the country side (friendly, loyal, community)
· Social class: homogeneous class and race 
· Difficult to estimate the amount of land lost due to this 
· In Canada it is in the millions (h) 
· Concern of the conversion and lack of agricultural lands 
· Both urbanization and de-urbanization (lead to lack of farmers)
· Areas with the greatest losses have marginal agriculture (Maritimes and Quebec) 
· CRP- Conservation Reserve Program (US) 
· Farmers are given payments to take environmentally sensitive land to be conserved 
· Government program- common in the mid-west and north 
· Rurality- historically there was a very clear difference between rural and urban areas 
· Limited mobility made these places distinct 
· Rural areas became known for a sense of community and ridged social system 
· It has become more and more difficult to tell the difference now 
· Information technology has created a cultural diffusion 
· Landscape: physical and material/social practices (symbolic representation) 
· Topography 
· Material practice: local physical feature becoming a tourist site
· Create money, jobs, an economy in the area
· Social: shaping a landscape and social relations/practices
· Rural is no longer small farms but industrial agriculture 
· Conflict in the country-side 
· Loss in farmland and practices 
· Greenspaces and the preservation 
· Amenities and the priorities based on various groups 
· Cottage country is being transformed 
· GTA good example of this 
· Economic conflict and competition
· Ontario Growth Management Plan: 2005 by the Ontario Greenbelt Act 
· Plan growth in the next 30 years (East areas of Toronto into Hamilton and parts of Niagara) 
· 1.8 million Acres in the golden horse-shoe areas
· Niagara escarpment and Oakridge moraine and urban areas are protected and preventing urbanization 
Urbanization & Urban growth 
· 1950s 2/3 of world population lived in rural areas 
· Today: over ½ of the world population now lives in urban areas 
· Most important population change in the last 50 years 
· ~500 cities with a population of a million 
· 27 cities: more than 10 million 
· 12 more than 20 million 
· In certain areas is in a massive scale 
· Urbanization creates higher densities (more food and resources requires) 
· Impact the growing population in the world 
Cities and population growth 
· Not all countries measure urbanization the same but the UN argues that the previous stat is correct 
· Challenges: with waste, usage, carbon emissions, services, and food/fuel 
· Europeans set the standard for ideal values and sustainability 
· Less energy demanding (rely on public transportation)
· Live at higher densities creating a lower amount of cooling/heating 
· Women have higher levels of education and are more enabled  low fertility rates
· Problems: developing world isn’t equipped with the resources needed to sustain this large volume of people  
· Historically economic growth and demographic growth were tied together in core countries (absorbed into the labour force)
· Urbanization is tied to demographic growth NOT economic growth in developing countries
· In china there was a point in time were there were restricted areas where you could live 
· Against the ideas of cities because they are liberal and seen as a threat to communism 
· Increase in the number of people allowed to migrate into cities 
· 1985: 77% live in a rural area now down to 50%
· Cities seen as engines of growth 
· NIE (newly industrializing economies) have high levels of urbanization
· Demographic transition: decline in rate of death and higher rates of birth
· Population growth is a result 
· Happening in rural areas more (limited sources of employment in the area) 
· Testing the limit and encouraging the emigration
· Rural-to-urban migration: motivation and pull factors (employment, education, health care)
· Natural increase 
· Internal displacement: war, famine, environmental, change/catastrophes 
· Important in some place in accounting for increase (large scale)
· Urbanization cannot be compared for countries and less developed countries, rate of urbanization (starting 30 years ago versus today), and regions (North) 
· In the west economic growth triggered urbanization 
· European and NA have an advantage as they began to develop earlier 
· Less pressure than today  
· Initial advantage to develop slowly and over time 
· Subsidized labour due to colonialism (benefits) 
· Conditions that occurred 30 years ago are not the same 
· Over-urbanization: cities and their population grow more rapidly than housing 
· Creation of slums and informal housing 
· Found mainly in megacities (10-20+millions) 
· Primate cities( large disproportion in terms of population size compared to the area, other cities, and the entire nation)
· Growth concentration (economic, population, and urbanization) disadvantage to the rest of the country)
Urbanization Problems
· Most migration do to push factors not so much pull factors 
· Women are responsible for social reproduction (caring for children, parents, food, cleaning, education, healthcare)
· Takes women out of the work force and easily can go into poverty and colonialism 
· Employers see women being more passive than men (easily exploited) common in cities with urbanization 
· Ideal for working in factories (women) 
· Related to neoliberal policies and competition 
· Investment dollars go to places with lowest wage rates (Singapore attempts to market these low rates) 
· Investing in resources to attract international investment and not education/healthcare
· Informal economy: not regulated in terms of production or money 
· Working where they live (residential areas become production areas) 
· Often subsidizes formal economy and international competition 
· Undercutting cost of  a good also produced in the formal economy 
· How households respond to poverty:
· Live in it or attempt to change 
· Increase the resources (add more people to household [not children])
· Ex. Boarder to live with them 
· Informal economy
· Decrease cost by growing food 
· Limit/change consumption (not have children) 
· Slums: the owner has legal title to the land (even with overcrowding)
· Squatter: build on land with no title (illegal) 
· *How uneven development occurs and the subsidizing of informal economies on formal economies 
Post-Industrial Urban Form 
Urbanization in the West 
· By 1950: 16% lived in a city (now 50%)
· Cities owe a debt to imperialism and colonialism (NYC, Montreal, etc.)
· Shock cities: rapid urbanization in a short period of time 
· Agglomeration economy: saving that can be gained by various economic activities being in the same geographical local 
· Save cost and time 
· Most consumer products were produced in the country moved to cities later
· Today: rate of growth  
· Urban system: inter-relationships within a specified region
· World cities: play key roles in organizing the economy, space and commodities 
· Tied to imperial power and ability to trade 
· Today usually focused on transnational investments
· Ex. London, NYC, Tokyo, UN, World Bank 
· International agencies 
· Control flow of information and cultural products (TV, movies)
· Resources from nation to global
· Leading markets (investments, stocks, and exchange)
· Face to face communication still has economic value
· 3 tiers based on their influence (regional vs global reach)
· 1st tier: global, 2nd: continental, 3rd: regional 
· Megacities: defined by population size and dominance (London and Tokyo are both examples of this and world cities) 
· Can be both or just a megacity 
· Basic function: income generated through exports (produce goods to be exported, products or services) draw money in 
· Non-basic functions: use good and services (don’t generate income) used and produced within the same city, personal consumer (schools, restaurants) 
· More people working in basic functions creates more need for people in non-basic functions 
· City governments invest in non-basic functions to increase their investments to outside services (schools to attract people there)
· Reverse conditions: deindustrialization (mid 1970s) economy now based on services vs. goods (away from production), decentralization, and agglomeration diseconomies 
· Decentralization- movement of employment from centre to suburbs, end of WWII
· Agglomeration diseconomies- factors that encourage businesses to move out of dense city areas, traffic (difficult to move around) any economy that you achieve are outweighed by the transportation/time lost, the longer commute time, land prices in the centre of cities (commercial properties in centre are not worth it) 
· Ottawa- government focused little manufacturing and had a low impact 
· Vs. Montreal where manufacturing of goods created a problem and shift into other occupations (industrial buildings with marginal use) 
Urban Structure 
· Typical NA city structure is a central business district (CBD), a transition zone, and suburbs 
· The core was associated with industrial production
· Now the core and surrounding the downtown core/inner city rediscovered by middle-class 
· Gentrification: movement of older working-class into central neighbourhoods 
· Doesn’t occur everywhere (usually within cities with post-industrial, services based economy) 
· Good examples in Washington and Toronto 
· Movement can be credited to employment, services (cultural/entertainment), change in the function, value placed on historic property
· Suburbs have gone from being residential to business/commercial nodes *diverse 
· North York in Toronto 
· Secondary business and industrial districts 
· Edge cities: concentrations of residential, commercial in points with easy access (road and close to airports)  in suburbs (ex. Tysons corners)
· Edge cities: 5 million sq feet of office space, lack of social diversity (middle to upper income)
· Retail is important (regional mall), 600 000 sq feet
· More jobs more homes (greater population during the day than night) more people travelling for work 
· Single-end destination: has it all 
· Was undeveloped land 30 years ago 
· Strong accessibility  cars, major freeway, close to airports* 
· Cities are organized based on economic competition for territory and location 
· Accessibility: utility directly relates to the distance from the centre (some depend on a population base-high-volume retail
· Functional clustering/Agglomeration: land use can be organized based on similarity, similar socio-economic background, 
· Socio-cultural: find people of similar cultural background (ethnic groups) living together, points to the importance of this  
· Transportation: large value of accessibility and the organization of land use, find higher density housing located in close proximity to metro/subway stations
· What has been the relative impact of accessibility vs clustering? 
· General NA cities but Canadian cities vary from American cities 
· Canadian cities are more compact in size due to the lack of single-detached housing (suburbs don’t spread as far)
· Higher density population (more willing to live in these than Americans)
· Cities and their cores are not characterized by the same degree of poverty seen in the States and racial segregation (NY course?)
· 1850-present racism is continuously practiced 
· Greater provision of public transportation (used to a greater extent) and infrastructures (recreation centres)
· Inner city: build mainly before WWII and walking distance of the core/downtown 
· Large majority of housing stock 
· Suburbanization and rise of racism caused the leaving of white households out of cities into suburbs 
· Canadian cities experienced this inner city loss but due to crowding (still hose holds)
· In America they lost house-holds and population (loss of tax base)
· In Canada there are low rates of houses being left and causing less of a loss from the tax base 
· Loss of house-holds is more important than loss of population
· Producer services (information sector) have become more important in the inner-city economy 
· European cities: older and product of several different eras od urban development (more complicated form)
· Slow growth happening before the automobile 
· Low skylines not indicating low density (but moderate) 
· Never experience the same degree of suburbanization 
· Downtown designed for families and control of suburban development 
· Change the residence once every 10 years (NA more often) stable
· Longer tradition of investing in municipal (transportation, school quality)
· Public housing investments are high 25-40% instead of NA where 5% of service housing  
· Eastern European cities influenced by socialist urbanism (urban planners had a skeptical view of the core of cities, they reflect capitalist)
· Problems of post-industrial cities:
· Fiscal Problems: mainly in the US where the increase in taxes, cities provide fewer services but they are demanded, services usually by private sectors (favour of upper-middle class)
· In many cities police budget cut but neighbourhoods pay for security (gated communities) 
· Infrastructure problems: the need for renewal and replacement of many things (roads, bridges, public transportation)
· Poverty: In Canada and the US there are higher polarization rates (both poor and rich growing but middle-class is decreasing)
· How will cities cope with this? We are not trying to even out the difference 
· **Study: contradictions of areas of inner city and suburbs (residential and employment and also the poverty within these areas)
Cultural Landscapes: Racism & Ethnicity 
· Culture: shared set of meaning that are lived both symbolically and materially 
· Racial segregation in the south used place and space to create this divide and became a normal place in culture 
· Place is treated as a metaphor (social location of people and groups)
· Women are placed in a private sphere (home)
· More than just locations 
· Ideologies: outline what exists and what doesn’t
· Do not confuse with a belief system because these are linked to power 
· Produce place through ideology 
· Meaning in the service of power
· Based on class position but define positions of all kinds (place) 
· Transgression: usually tactic that reveals  normative qualities of places and behaviour 
· Women fighting for equality
· Judged by those who react to it
· Resistance: implies intentionality 
· Uses culture to challenge the normal qualities of an ideology (latent and symbolic)
· Rests on the intention of the actors 
· Ethnicity: commonly point to a group of people with common ancestry and shared culture 
· Social construct rooted in kinship and primitive ideas that you get your identity from these people (ancestors) and rooted in structures and opportunities 
· Can be an invention 
· Dynamic and not just static 
· In Canada: in every census has asked about ethnic ancestry (how they identified and not you yourself)
· Primordial or emergent identity 
· Migrants are looked upon as a burden (clogging streets- the use of space)
· Racism was built into the foundation of NYC
· NY new mayor had an Irish background- not white upper middle class 
· Working class were usually immigrants
· Traditional notion: ethnic villages-zones of protection and focus of discrimination 
· Ethnic economies of niches & enclaves 
· Niche: occupations/forms of self-employment (used by one ethnic group to survive)
· Enclave: integrated into niche activities 
· 6 types of communities in each city
· Isolated Host communities: host society at least 80% of population
· Non-isolated host community: host society 50-80% (white anglos) 
· Assimilation-pluralism enclave: host is a minority and the greatest ethnic mixing
· Mixed minority enclave: 70% minority and diverse 
· Polarized enclave: 46-100% of the population, one minority group is at least 2x as large as any other, diverse but skewed to one
· Ghettos: at least 60% is one minority group and 30% of the ethnic group lives in this type of neighbourhood (none in Toronto) 
· Race is a dynamic variable
· There is the same amount of variation within a racial category as different races
· Based on biological and genetics
· 1980s race was collected (visible minority) in Canada
· Definition and powerful social groups
· Racism is the division of the human population based on race 
· Ideology that attributes social, economic, and behavioural characteristics
· Race is situationally specific (how race is defined reflects the society)
· Racism relies on ideas, attitudes, dispositions, norms, language, literary and artistic expression
· Most powerful when it is made to seem normal
· Most dramatic in the 20th century 
· Immigrant enclaves are never homogeneous
Language & Religion 
· Language is tied closely to place and religion 
· 1. Diffusion of language from a single origin (ex. Sub-Saharan Africa)
· 2. Language delimiting & religion: strong relationship between region, culture, and language 
· Preserving the language 
· Associated with nationalism 
· 3. Divisions between people as a function of language and how such divisions are manifest spatially 
· About 96% of the world population speak 4% of world languages 
· Globalization is what is decreasing the language variation 
· Focus on the leading languages (Mandarin, Spanish, English, Arabic)
· Consequence of language disappearance 
· Reaction to language loss: represents culture loss vs. potential source of unity
· Languages are so successful because colonialism and the association with economic advantages in addition to prestige (associated with military, political advances)
· Related to conflict because of the ambiguous boundaries with languages 
· Language can reflect power struggles defined spatially 
· Uneven geographies in a country (ex. Belgium) multilingual
· Allophone: someone whose mother tongue is not English or French
· Bill 101 has created a weird divide 
· Anglophones now learn both languages 
· Francophone now do not feel the need to learn English and in fact continue their entire education in French
· More aware of the ethnic diversity 
· East end of Montreal is where francophone live vs the west end Anglophone (divide at St. Laurent Blvd), where allophones live
Cultural geographies of Religion 
· religion has a geography at a national scale 
· ex. in Vancouver there is a large portion of people who do not follow any religion
· increase in people (1/4) who claim no religion (if the 2011 data is correct) up 12% from 1991
· decrease in roman catholic 
· religious belief plays out based on where we live (buildings)
· planners have and have not adjusted to the demographic of the population
· responses to new religious groups varies based on region 
· varies based on relationship between the group and political power/association of the institution  
· in cities like Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver these religions (new) are being established in the suburbs 
· greater conflict because of the land and the municipality second-guessing the benefit of the building 
· taxation and location 
Thinking about future geography 
Future landscapes:
· Globalization and integration of nation states 
· Challenge: producing meaningful local responses to globalization 
· Regional links thanks to WWII 
· Technology and transportation greatest fuel of change 
· Global agents- UN, etc
· Response: optimistic vs. not 
· Pollution, global warming, electricity decreasing 
· Supranational organizations are great responses to the challenges our world faces 
· Global government structures=decrease of 
· Uneven qualities, fragile natural environment 
· Transition era: 20th century in 2 phases 
· Short-century (1914-89): to the end of the soviet union, WWI/II, shaping the world today, division of the west and soviet union (geopolitics functioned on the E-W divide), social and economic laws shaped
· Suburban, change and shifts, EU union
· Transition 1989-present: our world is being remade in front of us and at a local scale
· Ex. In Washington you could drive to the capitol building 
· Local place-making processes: population (continued increase in peripheries), economic development and the opportunities 
· Security issues: living in a society that is fearful of risk (low probability) 
· Great diversity in EUR nations 
· We live in the elite: globalized consumer culture 
· Embattled: is the smaller group and less benefits, social class and opportunity of education (assembly line workers)
· Marginalized: disconnected from the formal economy, exploited and work in informal economies to make a living, global investment is by-passing, regions have experienced the greatest negative legacy of colonialization (Africa)
· (538-42) 
· Cities dominated by suburbs because cheap land=cheap housing (periphery)
· Developed for families
· NA have a bad model on how to live in the city 
· Suburban areas have a bigger green “footprint” than city dwellers

