DLS Final Exam Review

Chapter 15: Considerations for Teaching Second Language Writing

Key questions 
What does it mean to know how to write?
What is the role of writing in the second / foreign language curriculum?
What do English as second or foreign language teachers need to know about writing to design and teach a writing course?

What is second language writing?
· Globalization and technological advances such as the rise of the Internet have made written communication across languages essential in many fields 
· To teach writing effectively we first need to understand the need for L2 reading ability 
· There are two perspectives for this ability: 
· Cognitive ability (a set of skills and knowledge that reside within an individual)
· Socio-cultural phenomenon (a means of communication within a particular setting and achieving specific goals)
· The cognitive and socio-cultural perspectives help us understand the difference between speaking and writing
· Learning to write means learning to participate in one or more discourse communities whether this is online or in papers and the context of these writings need to be taken into account to lead to good writing


	Writing
	Speaking

	· Takes longer and leaves a trace that can be referred to later
· In writing, cues and feedback are absent
· A writer must choose words more carefully to avoid misunderstanding 
· The challenge of writing is anticipating and taking into account the existing knowledge goals and interests of one ones likely voters and tailoring one's choice of words and sentence structures to that audience
· It is used for functions where precision and accuracy are important such as contracts 
· Writing is more formal and has more complex structures
	· Requires both participants be present at the same time 
· The use nonverbal and contextual clues for shared meaning
· Speakers get continuous feedback and repair mistakes



 Student background and needs

· An important factor is the age and educational background of the writers 
	
· The variety of English language learners throughout the world makes it impossible to describe a single approach to teaching of writing because so much depends on the particulars of the local context but some general principles are: the teachers should be aware of research in such areas 

· The implication for teaching writing is that writers need more opportunities to develop effective writing strategies to be more familiar with genres, more practice with vocabulary, grammar and feedback 

· Teachers need to develop realistic expectations regarding what can be accomplished in a single term 
· Language proficiency as it relates to writing develops slowly over a number of years and depends on extensive exposure to different texts in different genres

The process approach

 In this approach instead of producing several different essays that are turned in for a grade student produce more than one draft of each piece of writing for feedback and evaluation and emphasized is based on supporting students through the various stages of writing including P writing drafting giving and receiving feedback and revising

Reading and writing connections
1. Reader response theory
2. Writing to read 
3. Reading to write

Attribution of sources and plagiarism
 Students told to use your own words and warned of the Seas consequences but their difficulty is students don't seem to know when and how to paraphrase
 There are both cognitive and cultural factors involved in writing the teachers need to understand what these issues are so they can help their students learn to incorporate source materials into their writing appropriately


The role of grammar and error correction in writing
 The research concerning the effectiveness of error correction is inconclusive some support error correction while others are against it (explained in later chapters)
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