SOCI302: Racial and Ethnic Inequality
Assignment #2 Research Proposal Due April 10th, 2015
Assignment #2 – Research Proposal

The second assignment is a 10-12 page proposal.  Again, this is your opportunity to explore your interests as a scholar / researcher.  You can choose any topic as long as your intended research is sociological and relatable to the study of race and ethnic inequality. The purpose is to build on your outline (assignment #1) and establish a research question into a coherent proposal.  This time, you will need to discuss your data, method and implications.  The proposal should include:

Introduction (1 page)

Tell me about your research topic. Why do we want to know more about it?
What is the significance of researching on this topic?

Background (1 page)

Tell me about the social phenomenon you want to study.

What do we know about it so far?  Any conventional wisdom that should be debunked? 
Latest statistics?  Current situation?  Newsworthy item?  Relevant Policies?
Literature Review (5-6 pages)

Tell me what has been done before. 
What is the standard approach to understanding this topic?
Cite at least TWO theoretical approaches

Cite at least TWO research findings for each approach 

Explain what is missing and discuss your ideas.  Why your approach? 
Hypothesis (1 page) *** this can be integrated into the literature review

Tell me what you think will come out of your research.

What predictions can you make? How will it be different from the literature?
Data Collection (1 page)

Tell you what you will be observing or analyzing? Unit of analysis?  Why?
How would you go about collecting the data? Advantages to this method? 
Method of Inquiry (1/2 page)

How would you analyze your data and why? Strengths? Weaknesses? 

Cite at least TWO research studies that have used a similar method
Implications (1 page)

Tell me the implications of your findings.

If what you found is indeed true, what difference would it make?

Assignment #2 – Criteria (same as Assignment #1 Format Template)

Format:
Proposal should be written in present and future tense. i.e. Chan (2010) discuss...   



Proposal should be written in third person perspective.  i.e. The research will...  



Times New Roman, size 12 font,  double spaced,  one inch margin all around.



10-12 Pages (approx. 3500-4000 words). 
No title pages. No footnotes. 
Subheadings OK for this assignment


Top of the first page should include: 
1) name 
2) student number 

3) title 

4) word count

Page number/bottom: centred 

Reference:
APA format



Cite at least TEN pieces of academic research


No Wikipedia or unofficial web content

Assignment#2 - Grade Breakdown

Content (80%) 
Introduction & Background

20%




Literature & Hypothesis

40%




Data and Method


10%




Implications



10%

Presentation (20%)
Clarity / Style / Logic


10%




Reference & Format


10%

