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Bioethics – midterm 3

Part I – multiple choice (1/2 mark each)
Answers are in red font

1. Historically, individuals have __________ over whether or not to have children?
a. Not had much control
b. Had some control
c. Had much control
d. No control
e. None of the above
2. Artificial insemination
a. Preceded IVF
b. Is more effective than IVF
c. Is no longer used in western industrial societies
d. Medically immoral
e. None of the above
3. The “chief moral impetus” behind the development of reproductive technologies is to
a. Ensure the survival of human kind
b. Relieve suffering
c. Make dreams come true
d. Ensure the ongoing development of science
e. None of the above
4. When a women is contracted to carry a child to term for someone else, this is called
a. Birth buddy
b. Surrogacy arrangement
c. Body mother
d. Virtual mother
e. None of the above
5. The royal commission on reproductive technologies identified ____________ as being a risk factor for infertility
a. Sexually transmitted diseases
b. Smoking
c. Alcohol use
d. Eating disorders
e. All of the above
6. The commandment “be fruitful and multiply”
a. Is from the Koran
b. Is linked to Israel having the highest rate of IVF clinics per capita
c. From Hindu scripture
d. Both a and b
e. None of the above
7. The procreative liberty argument is also sometimes called the
a. Procreative autonomy argument
b. Reproductive autonomy argument
c. Reproductive liberty argument
d. Liberal autonomy argument
e. None of the above
8. The right to make choices free from the interference of others in matters that concern only themselves is referred to as
a. Negative liberty
b. Personal autonomy
c. Liberty
d. A and b
e. None of the above
9. Only this country has kept systematic records at birth on the health of children conceived through IVF
a. Canada
b. Japan
c. Iceland
d. Australia
e. Sweden
10. The ability to properly care for and nurture a child resulting from IVF is referred to as
a. Competent parenting
b. Fiduciary responsibility
c. Responsible parenthood
d. Parental obligation
e. B and d
11. Assisted reproductive practices raise the following concern(s)
a. Severing of genetic connections
b. Commodification
c. Objectification
d. All of the above
e. None of the above
12. Commodification and objectification are particular concerns of
a. Kantians
b. Virtue ethicists
c. Utilitarian
d. B and c
e. None of the above
13. The HD gene is
a. The gene that carries Huntington’s Disease
b. A sub-dominant gene
c. A mutation
d. A and b
e. A and c
14. The text makes the analogy that the human genome is like
a. A map of the human species
b. An autobiography of the human species
c. A biography of the human species
d. A book of genetics
e. None of the above

15. The genetic revolution brings together the scientific disciplines
a. Reproductive biology and genetics
b. Microbiology and genetics
c. Immunobiology and genetics
d. All of the above
e. None of the above
16. According to the text and the film, the ethics of biotechnology, long extinct species are recreated in the movie
a. Species
b. Jurassic park
c. The fly
d. Gattaca
e. Revenge of the mastodon
17. The idea that the state should have sole responsibility over what counts as a good human life is called
a. Authoritarian eugenics
b. Eugenics
c. Liberal eugenics
d. Discriminatory eugenics
e. None of the above
18. A society that embraced_____________ eugenics would ensure that egenetic tests would be available for all who desire them
a. Laissez-faire
b. Utopian
c. Authoritarian
d. Liberal
e. None of the above
19. With regards to hereditary breast cancer, studies show that a prophylactic mastectomy extends life by
a. 5 – 10 years
b. A few years
c. Indefinitely
d. No known amount of time
e. 20-30 years
20. This genetic therapy has the potential to allow genetic defects to be corrected
a. Germ line
b. Somatic
c. Embryonic
d. A and b
e. B and c
21. This therapy can involve correcting a mutated copy of gene
a. Somatic cell gene therapy
b. Germ line therapy
c. Embryonin
d. Cytoblastic
e. None of the above
22. Prenatal testing for disorders can be done through the following
a. Amniocentesis
b. Ultrasound
c. CVS
d. B and c
e. All of the above
23. Selective abortion is employed for this reason
a. Tay-sachs disease
b. Sex of the fetus
c. Polydactylism
d. All of the above
e. None of the above
24. The seer of Thebes was struck blind by the goddess of Athena after he saw her bathing was
a. Tiramisu
b. Tiberius
c. Tiresias
d. Odysseus
e. Pericles
25. People believe that the human embryo
a. Has the same moral status as an existing human being
b. Carries no moral weight
c. Lacks moral status but has value
d. All of the above
e. None of the above

Part ii – short answer – answer TWO of the three (3 marks each)
Marks awarded are written in red font
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A. Consider the statement, “The only legitimate limit on autonomous choice is the Harm Principle.” What is the Harm Principle? What does the principle look like in the practice of procreative liberty?

The whole point of being autonomous is beneficence and non-malfeasance It is? – to do good and to avoid doing bad. If one’s autonomy/autonomous decision had the potential of hurting someone else, their autonomy/autonomous decision should definitely be questioned and interfered with. Is this intended to be your definition of harm principle? For example, for the practice of procreative liberty, if a woman were infertile and she wanted a child, she could look to the help of a surrogate mother – having another person carry her baby for her, since she is unable to. However, if the person who is asked to carry the baby is uncomfortable with the proposal to do so, because she sees that there are potential risks for her health/social ties/weight etc, and also the possible risks on the future baby’s health, then she has full rights to say no and full power to decline participation. Nobody would disagree…This is what the Harm Principle is – the basis that if anyone else were to be harmed by your decision, even if that person does not exist yet, then your decision can and should be questioned and interfered with. 

Marks rewarded: 2/3


B. Outline the weakness of procreative liberty argument. What do you see as the greatest weakness? Why?

Ad ignorantium – | the notion that a person cannot be fully autonomous if they do not have all the details of the situation. |  Not an appeal to ignorance If a person makes a decision with minimal information regarding the situation, then they could very well be making the wrong decision. This decision could very well hurt them some way in the future, because if they don’t have all the necessary details and information to make this decision in the first place, then naturally, they don’t have the necessary information to handle the consequences of their decision – it is like the snowball effect. The weaknesses, of course, is that if an individual makes an autonomous decision to have a child somehow, then that effort, time, and money cannot be spent on other resources that can be improved. Another weakness is that if anyone can be autonomous, as long as they are competent and their decision is beneficent and non-malfeasant (provides good and avoids bad), then virtually anyone can become a parent. Your grandparents can be your parents – but is this fair for the child/children? Will the child/children be able to live a life as full and fruitful had they had normal-aged parents? Will they experience a different kind of lifestyle if their “parents” are older than usual? Are they going to miss out on aspects of life had they normally would not have missed out on, had they had normal aged parents? Another weakness is that the child may be deprived of the normal family lifestyle (biological mother and biological father) if third parties, and other parties, are introduced into the equation. This raises some ethical questions if other parties are involved, including legal matters, social ties, parental obligations, etc. Another weakness is questioning how this will harm the environment – bringing new life into the world, new and “improved” genetically modified life – how will this affect the world we live in? There are so many ethical concerns. 

But almost anyone can be a parent, including unfit parents, as long as they are fertile

Marks awarded: 3/3

C. How would utilitarians approach the issue of genetic enhancement of descendants?
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