
Reli 2732 Death and the Afterlife

Intro-class
Introduction: 
· We tend to only notice death once it impacts us directly even though its right in from of our faces (the businesses of life shuts out thoughts of death)
· We also only tend to notice death when there is a huge death dealing disaster (war, natural disasters, disease)
· Death is scary so we look to life to make us feel better (we usually spend every little time thinking about death, or how to deal with death even though it is inevitable)
· When we finally do think about death we generally do it only in the service of life e.g. organ donation 
· Some stories tell us how death came about due to negative consequences  (e.g. Adam and Eve)
· Primal stories about death express the idea that sometimes death just happens with reason sometimes
· the Two Messengers (african folk tale): high god sends two messages to the first ancestors, the messengers are a chameleon (slow) and a lizard (fast), the chameleon is sent to deliver the message that the ancestor are immortal and the lizard is sent to deliver the message that they are mortal, the chameleon is slow with her message of immortal and arrives after the quick lizard who ends up delivering her message first - we have death because the chameleon was too slow (this story is kinda sort of meaningless)
· Indonesian folk tale: in primordial time the sky was very close to earth, and the creator sent gifts down to the ancestors on a rope and the first gift was a stone (but the ancestors didn't want that), the next gift was a banana (which the ancestors loved and accepted), but when they accepted the banana and not the stone, the creator told them that their lives would be like a banana tree (the parent banana tree dies once it has bared fruit) and they would die and their children will take their place, but if they had taken the stone then they would have been like the stone, unchangeable
· most religions see death as the transformation

Lecture 1
THE WAY OF THE ANCESTORS
· “the ritual of the ancestors” 
· the funerals were like a big parade or olympic events - lots of events
· funerals look like celebrations - they’re rituals seem “significant”
· people with considerable wealth can get statues made of them
· they don’t say “dead” they say passed
· the body may be in the ground but the soul is hanging around and then it must be encouraged to go to leave and go to the afterlife
· fire = transformative power 

Scientific Responses to Near Death Experiences (NDE):
Psychological
· Emotional Response - an emotion response to the shock and trauma of death
· Fantasy and wish-fulfillment - in the face of the horror of death
· Mythological Archetypes - buried in the brain that surface under extraordinary circumstances 
Biological
· Metabolic disturbance - imbalance in the body’s biochemical processes
· Drug overload - of anesthesia, for example, during surgery 
· Endorphins - tranquillizing substance released by the brain (brain trying to calm itself down)
· limbic lobe seizure - temporary seizure of a part of the brain that affects emotions, sensations, and memory
· Visual cortex hyperactivity - which explains the sensation of a bright light approached through the darkness or a dark tunnel (people seeing a “bright light”)

Debates and Definitions
At What Point Does Dying Become Death??
· we become confused when the person body if fully intact still (in a living state that mimics death e.g. comma)
· the process between dying and dead is a very hard process (we don’t really get it - but we need to know when a persons “dead enough”) e.g. situations like organ transplants 
· historically the only really clues that we get about death are “vital markers” (like if their heart was beating, if they have a pulse) - but now we have instruments that can beat our herts for us and breath for us when we cant
· the medial practise had to decide what “essence of life” so they could decide when someone doesn’t have it - so they can call them dead maybe even if their body isn't completely dead 
Harvard Criteria for Irreversible Coma (4): an coma that you never come out of i.e. ‘brain death’ 
1. Unrecepetivity and unresponsiveness
2. No movement or breathing
3. No reflex
4. Flat electroencephalogram 
** this definition allows a person to be called dead even if there are machine that can still keep the persons organ working
What is Death (Veatch’s Definition)?: death means a complete change in the status of a living entity characterized by the irreversible loss of those characteristics that are essentially significant to it  
· Robert Veatch suggest four possible criteria for defining death:
1. the flow of vital fluids
2. the soul from the body
3. the capacity for bodily - the loss of the capacity for the body to regulate itself (i.e. brain death)
4. the capacity for social interaction (this part involves being conscious - being able to interact with the world around you)
** this can be an issue because some people can be in a coma and not be able to respond but be able t hear everything - so what is ‘social interaction’?**

Indigenous Religious World Views 
Three Major Characteristics related to….
· 1/Duality of the universe
· the universe has 2 aspects: the visible and the invisible - the visible is where we are and the invisible is the spiritual power world 
· 2/Duality of the person
· person has 2 aspects: material and immaterial- the body and the soul (both the body and soul need to be restored and healed - not just the body - one cannot be completely whole and well if both the body and soul are not healed)
· 3/The social function of religion - e.g. the shaman serves the community 

· Shaman – a generic name given by scholars to those specialists in tribal or indigenous religions who communicate with the spirit world for the practical benefit of their community

Some non-physical causes of sickness and death in primal religions are:
· Spirit possession 
· Loss of Soul
· Intrusion of a disease spirit
· Spirit attack 
· Violation of taboos 
· In some small scale communities individual sickness can be seen as an imbalance in the whole society or the environment

Other characteristics of indigenous religions 
· Spiritualization of the world in which human beings exist.
· Belief in the connections between visible and invisible worlds
· Human beings not separate from the natural world
· Other worlds are accessible to humans
· Religion serves society
** human beings belong to a web of interconnectivity (e.g. they aren't discounted from the animals they say - its all connected**

Soul characteristics of indigenous traditions 
· there can be many souls associated with a person e.g. some cultures believe that you can have a soul for every part of your body 
· the soul is mobile and somewhat material - meaning that the soul can be harmed and can leave the body e.g. some cultures believe it can be frightened out of the body
· the soul is not necessarily eternal - in some cultures it can die multiple times before it actually leaves this world for good 

Birth and Death Among the Yombe of the Northern Zambia 
· The birth of child is not the birth of person (it becomes a person or a child once it has been accepted by the community)
· When a child is born it is in this kind of in between place before the rituals are completed 
· Social meaning i.e. personhood is given through ritual
· An infant dies before the social rituals are done it is disposed of without social recognition as a person
· This community believes being born isn't anything special (its just another life form being born) - its the rituals that the community does that separates one birth from all the rest and makes it meaningful 
· The birth of a child needs to be important because if its not no one will take care of it
· Birth and death are social constructions
· The womb is a house and the grave is also a house 

Death and Afterlife Among the Warao Indians for Venezuela
· Warao = boat people; wa = dugout canoe
· The corpse is buried in a dugout canoe that represents the womb of the goddess of the forest
· Universe divided into deities of the world of Light and the world of Darkness
· Food for the spirits of the world of light consists of flour, honey and tobacco smoke. 
· Food for the spirits of the underworld consists of human flesh and blood
· The light-shaman deals with fertility and the spirits of light
· The dark-shaman is responsible for supplying the souls that feed the spirits of the underworld
· The dark shaman is necessary because the primordial connection between the living and the dead was broken.
· According to the Warao, if the dark shaman did not nourish the spirits of the dead, the world would come to an end.
· An immortal afterlife in the heaven of the gods is guaranteed only to shamans and master craftsmen—the boat-builders, basket-weavers and hammock-makers.
· The deaths of ordinary people and especially children provide food for the spirits of the underworld.

Death Rituals of the Gurung of Nepal
· In order for the deceased to reach the land of the dead the mother’s side of the family must offer a white shroud for the death rituals
· The shroud represents harmony between the two sides of the family, which represents harmony between the living and the dead.
· The actions of a pigeon represent the soul’s last goodbye to the family.
· The shaman guides the soul to the land of the dead, the entrance to which is at a specific place in the local geography. All the landmarks are familiar to the people.

Lecture 2, Prehistoric Periods and Ancient Egypt 

Pre-Historic Periods
· Neanderthal: 230, 000 - 30,000 BCE (old stone age)
· Cro-Magnon: 30/ 40, 000 - 7000 BCE (middle stone age) begins ca 10,000 BCE
· Neolithic: 7000-3000 BCE

Neanderthal Grave - La Chapelle Aux Saints, France discovered in 1908 
· Neanderthals would bury their dead 
· In the graves things they found that were buried with the dead - food, tools (hand axe, scrappers) - things people would use in their daily lives
· maybe people put these things in the grave because people thought they would use them in their afterlife 
· Zagros mountains, Iraq: another Neanderthal burial site - pollen samples from several species of flowers found arranges around the dead (this is less practical than the food and tools ^)
· Cro-Magnin Burial Site, Cornwall, UK: bones here were found surrounded by tools, weapons, food, and shell necklaces’, there was also red colouring found on the bones (maybe this was supposed to represented life blood - we don’t know)- all this ritual maybe says that people tried to prepare their dead for some type of journey 
· Neolithic Tomb, Northern Ireland: sacrifice of animals started here, burying people in tombs, or caves also started here

Shaman Trois Frères - Cave painting from Dordogne France 13,000-11,000 BCE
sketch of a cave painting
· we see a beard human like figure, with a tail and antlers
· lots of speculation
· people think this might be a shaman getting ready/ preparing people for a good hunt
· in a lot of hunting societies rituals are done to ensure that animals want to give their lives up for the hunters - the hunters mist respect the animals because dying is an intense thing (major sacrifice)


____________________________________________________________________________

Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia 

Upper and Lower Egypt:
In all ancient societies, the idea of a “divine king” was a common institution
· also the idea of polytheism (belief of many gods)
· many different tribes with different gods, then they all come together and we have a whole lot of gods
· use to be two separate kingdoms (upper and lower Egypt)
· around 3,000 BCE Upper and Lower Egypt came together under the rule of a Pharaoh (this age was called the “AGE OF THE GREAT PYRAMIDS”)
· Pharaoh was considered representative of the god Horus (the hawk headed son god)
· ancient Egypt religion was centred around animals (usually human-animal mixed together)
· Horus’s mother was Isis 
· Anubis = Jackal headed guide of the DEAD
· Thoth = Ibis headed god of WISDOM
· Sekhmet = lion headed goddess of WAR
· Son of Raw = the Pharaoh was seen as the human form of the sun god RA 
· Scarab (dungbeetle) = represented the ‘RISING SUN’ as a sign of life and protection[image: ]
· Geb, the Earth god and Nut, the Sky goddess separated by Shu, the god of Air and Empty Space: Geb and Nut wanted to come together but their father was keeping them apart but 5 days of the 365 are considered days out of time (EPAGOMENAL) - in these 5 out of time days are when Geb and Nut came together 
· Osiris:
· Osiris murder by his brother  Seth who throws his body parts into the nile
· Osiris’s sister wife Isis and her sister Nepthys find all the pieces of his body and they put him back together again and retuned him to life
· Isis then takes the form of a hawk, and in the form of a hawk she mates with her resurrected husband and create Horis (the hawk headed son, who is the Sun God)
· Osiris becomes the lord of the dead, judge and the king of the underworld 
· he is also the first mummified future (because to keep him all together she has to wrap him in white cloth)


Four Components 
2. Material Body (3 types):
· a) living body, b) corpse, c) transformed, mummified body
3. Immaterial Souls (2 types):
· Ka Soul: spirit double/vital force/ life force
· Ba Soul: animating spirit that leaves at death (only present at death and leaves at death)
· this is the spirit that flies from the body after death (that is why is it often represented by a bird, this is also the part of the soul that roams around when we are dreaming)
· in death Egyptians believed that the body has to remain for all eternity because the body is the home of the soul - the body can’t e destroyed 
4. Name of the person: personality/ unique spirit (it should be spoken and remembered so that the person can live on after death)
5. Shadow or shade: ghost-like figure associated with the tomb (suppose to be like a dark shadowed figure that hung around the tomb/body)

Ritual of “Opening the Mouth”
· opening of the mouth = this was intended to restore the life to the dead person ( in order to ensure the ability of the person to eat, live and talk in the after life)
· cremation was considered extremely bad - it was reserved for the worst people (because Egyptians believed that a persons couldn’t have an afterlife if they didn’t have body)

** overall Egyptians believed that life after death would be amazing - it was suppose to be everything that life was but better!

Historical Periods in Ancient Egyptian History 
· Old Kingdom i.e. the “Pyramid Age” 2,600 BCE = associated with …
· Pyramid texts
· much of our knowledge of the ancient Egyptians come from the drawings and writing written on the walls of the tombs in the old kingdom
· Egyptians called the books of the dead - the books of the “going out into the day”
· these books ^ had spells and rituals that were tO be performed at a funeral
· Egyptians believed that death was just an “illusion”
· Though common folk didn’t get to have an afterlife (only the Pharaohs and the royals had any chance of having a good after life because they could pay for it - this was the original idea
· people either went to 1 of 4 places = 1. go live in the stars eternally (found in the earliest texts) , 2. live with the sun god (later development), 3. live in the underworld, **4. go to the Kingdom of Osiris aka. the “New Kingdom” -this become the main goal and wasn't an option until 1,500 BCE
· Middle Kingdom i.e. 2,000 BCE = associated with ….
· coffin texts = the democratization of the afterlife 
· during this period if you could afford to make all the right accommodations you could get a good after life (if you could afford mummification and the proper spells and the right coffin) 
· spells were carved on the inside and lids of coffins (spells were thought to help you better succeed in getting into the afterlife)
· New Kingdom i.e. 1,500 BCE = associated with …
· “Egyptian Book of the Dead” - the books of “going out into the day”
· emphasis on judgement and eternal life in the kingdom of Osiris
· spells were written on papers sheets and place with the dead in their coffins (ensured that the person was going to have a good after life”
· Osiris = the first mummy (people thought that they could get a good afterlife if they did the same as him)
· Field of Reeds, Field of Rushes, Osirian Fields, Elysian Fields = all named for the Kingdom of Osiris (this was suppose to be the best place to go)
· Shabit Grave Image = a small statute that were able to represent slaves so that Aristocrats could bring or have slaves in the next life 
· the “Judgement Hall” = people couldn’t just die and go to Osiris - they had to be judged first
· the soul would have to make confessions and give up his heart (soul) for weighing against a feather (need to be ‘light hearted and pure’)
· the person’s soul would have to pass ‘negative confessions” = point was to make sure that Osiris knows you didn't do anything bad in your previous life so you would say all the things you didn't do i hopes of convicting Osiris and getting into his kingdom
· if the goodness of you heart = light = light as feather = you gained passage
· if the sin in your heart = heavy = heavier than feather = failed = heart eaten by crocodile monster and your soul would be completely annihilated 
· MORALITY = LINKED TO YOUR AFTERLIFE 

Closing Remarks 
· Egyptians were super obsessed with after life and funeral arrangements 
· there is a possibility of a really good life after death or annihilation (if you're bad) but atlas you have a couple choices
· with this view you are probably going to want to ensure yourself a good after life so you’re going to want to be a good person (because you had hope that it could be good in the after life)

Mesopotamia 
· located in an area that was completely open to attack (was coveted by a lot of people)
· the people living in ^ were always very fearful of attack so their Gods were really needed
· HOW THE UNIVERSE WAS CREATED = out of conflict and chao 
· Tiamat (goddess of darkness and chaos) x Marduk (god of order and light and humanity) = Marduk wins !!!
· Man is said to have been created from the mixture of a sacrificed gods blood and clay 
· upon death a person becomes dust and a ghost 

Mesopotamia Underworld 
· they weren't very interested in death and after life compared to Egypt
· believed that everything important (happiness, love,) happens in life
· the ghost that was left over after death could be malevolent if their death wishes weren’t carried out properly 
· the “land of no return” was what they called the underworld (it was bleak and unappealing)
· everyone went to the this dark place (slave or king)
· Gilgamesh goes on this epic adventure to find immortality (doesn't want to die) - he is told to “eat, drink and be merry because soon he will die”
· Gilgamesh returns from his journey empty handed and realizes that the only thing you can do is to leave a legacy behind when you die (thats how people will remember you)
· in this Mesopotamian view death is the end of life - its the end of any kind of life that you would want to have 
· immortality is linked with what continues in this life i.e. your children, your monuments, any laws or anything that you’ve accomplished 
· its hard to want to act in a a good way if you don’t think you'll have a good future

Lecture 3, Jewish Perspective
Judaism = Monotheistic Religion 
· the hebrew tribes pay tribute to one god, and one god alone - they are bound by a scared covenant to god and god to them
· Abraham is the forefather of the monotheistic traditions of judaism, christianity and islam
· jewish people will keep gods covenant and god will make their fruitful (jewish boys get circumsized as part of this covenant)
· Exodus = metaphor for overcoming oppression (gaining freedom)
· moses received 10 commandment on Mt. Sinai = god renews his covenant with moses and the entire jewish people
· the idea that individual death wouldn't bother the jewish religion (because the covenant isn't just with one person anymore like it was with Abraham) only a mass death would effect the religion- this shows why the holocaust was even more dangerous and effective 
· Jews believe that man was formed from CLAY or GROUND and the BREATH of GOD
· when a person dies the clay is turned to dust, and the breath that was breathed into the clay by god, returns to God 
· COSMOS OF EARLY HEBREW TRIBES (how the world was organized)[image: ]
· 

HEAVEN (upper) = God



Middle (earth) = humans







SHEOL (lower) = dead ancestors




· in the bible Sheol is linked with the ‘finality of death’ = it is the END
· in the beginning of the bible people are rewarded in life for their good deeds not in the afterlife (because the afterlife is not a good place)
· the SHEOL = a place were you are cut off from God, where a person becomes no more, God is a god of the living, not of the dead



· COSMOS OF EARLY JUDAISM[image: ]
























· Jewish people turned away from the dead, and worshipped only one god (only went one way - they only worshipped the God, they couldn't call on the dead or other gods for help)
· only the living are connected with god
· never the idea that someone should long for death
· not good to “meet their maker”
** Meso people would worship the dead and their ancestors and the gods of the dead as well as their gods of the living (one of the differences between them and the Jews**


Tahara = the jewish practise of washing and purifying the dead body 
· the corps is buried as fast as possible (even at night if able to) (within 24hrs)
· no cremation
· the body is not embalmed 
· the body is wash and dressed in plain white cloth
· many traditional burials in Israel don't use coffins at all
· the soul is hovering while the Tahar is performed it feels like
· 3 stages
· 1.the cleansing: removing anything
· 2. purification: pour water over the body (washing away all the suffering)
· 3. dressing” shrouds: white linen, hand sewn, 
· finally the body is placed in the casket placed in large sheet and earth from Israel is sprinkled in the bottom of the casket and the eyes and heart
· for 7 days after the death the mourner stay at home for 7 days  (dont bath, dont change cloths, no sex, sit on low chairs, mirrors are covered, no leather shoes, a candle is lit

Development of the Idea of Resurrection
· 2 Features:
1. The apocalyptic view – belief that a great apocalypse will take place in human history when the wicked are destroyed and the good inherit the earth.
· belief that there will be a great apocalypse at the end of time when God’s justice will be revealed - when all the dead will be raised to face God’s judgement and all souls assigned to heaven or hell
· first referenced in the Book of Daniel 
· during the time that Daniel was created there was a lot of jewish persecution even tho jews were still following gods commandments ( so it was an unprecedented amount of persecution because the jews were facing a lot of shit because they were faithful to god - so there was no sin, so how does this make sense)
· there was no punishment for the bad, and the good were not being rewarded (so there was no justice)
· people were dying even tho they were following gods commandments (so they decided that in order for god to be a good and justice god, that there must be some place where faithful jews who are not being rewarded in this life, can be rewarded in another life, and oppresses can be punished in another life)
2. The eschatalogical view – belief that divine reward or punishment will come at the end of time, at the end of human history.
**Eschatology = the study of the end times**

Development of the Ideas of “Soul”
· Early biblical view i.e. before 165 BCE – the human person is a holistic combination of body and God’s life-giving breath. Upon death, the breath returns to God and the dead soul goes to Sheol.
· Greek philosophical view – body and soul are entirely different. The material body is the prison of the soul. Upon death, the souls of the good depart for a pleasant heavenly world called the Elysian fields – the wicked go to the dark underworld.
· Helenistic Jews = people that respected the greek thought and ideas as long as it didn't effect their religious views or rituals 
· Maimonides and the Doctrine of “double dying”  = trying to tie in Greek and Jewish beliefs
· First death = body returns to earth and the soul departs
· When the Messiah comes = then the resurrected body i joined with the soul to face judgement and the good live for a long time in a perfect earth (but this ends too…)
· Second death = when the soul goes on to a spiritual immortality  in the Age to Come 

Jewish Views on the Death and Afterlife
· Belief in the immortal soul, resurrection, God’s Judgement and the Age to Come are all part of Jewish religious thought
· But, there are various beliefs regarding the details and no systematized dogmatic scheme that applies to everyone.
· Life and how to live it well in preparation for death is our business
· The details of what happens after death is God’s business (dont worry about it).
Maurice Lamm on Jewish Views of Death and Afterlife
· To care for the body is a religious command – it came from God and will be revived by God
· Ordinary life is valuable in God’s eyes, not dismissed as illusion but brought to fulfilment.
· God is just – those who do evil will be punished and those who do good will be rewarded
· God is merciful – we rely on His mercy for resurrection
· The concept of resurrection is a crucial aspect of Jewish faith – the details are up to god – and anything we can say is speculation 

Jewish Mysticism and the journey of the Soul 
· teachings of KABBALAH - preserved especially among Hasidic sects of Judaism
· based on a 12th century texted called the “Book of Illumination” and the teachings of the 16th century Rabbi Isaac Luria 
· mystics are interested in the journey of the soul
· they believed that everyone would be resurrected without question 
· Kabbalistic Version of Creation
· Before creation there was nothing but God
· to make space for creation, God contracts himself (limits himself)
· God emanates 10 vessels that transmit the light of His Divine qualities - like wisdom, understanding, justice etc…
· God’s light is so intense that some of the vessels accidentally shatter and the pieces are scattered through the cosmos
· therefore, an element of broken and disorder enters creation
· god and creation are alienated from each other due to this accident
· the symbol of this brokers and disharmony in the universe is EXILE
· the task of the mystic is to restore harmony, rather all the broke part and redeem the world by following gods commandment and cleaving to gID
· EXILE = great metaphor for the lost connection between God and people 
· Journey of the Soul
· Kabbalistic Judaism accepts the idea of reincarnation of Souls which is called GILGUL
· Gilgul = literally means revolving
· as the soul incarnates life after life, it becomes connected to all the bodies it has inhabited
· when someone experiences the mystical union of “D’vekut” the person and all those who you have shared a bodily reincarnation also share in the perfection (idea is that we are all apart of many people and they are apart of us - we affect everyone and everyone affects us)
· resurrection = speaks to the power of the sacredness of the body
· idea of immortal soul = speaks to the continuity of a person
· mystical journey of the soul = striving of human beings to know god, to be whole and to be perfect 

Lecture 4, Christian Perspective
the 1st four books of the New Testament = gospels and tell us about Jesus

· The Holy Trinity = The Father (god as the transcendent creator) + The Son (god as entering into creation in the form of Jesus) + The Holy Spirit (god as divine engr. or power that inspires prophets)

· The Crucifixion of Jesus
· he was crucified because he was thought to be spreading theories that would go against the Roman state
· christians believe that his crucifixion represented an ultimate sacrifice that he made to save his people 

· A Rolling Stone Tomb Near Galilee 
· after being crucified and dying on the cross supposedly jesus had risen from the dead
· people thought he was the ultimate messiah (but people also really needed to have a saviour)
· jesus came about during roman rule (the atmosphere was very tense with the roman rule and jewish people trying to co-exist)
· jesus’s entry and time of entry into rome was very charged 
· Caesar took offence to Jesus (thought he was challenging Caesar’s claim to the throne by talking about the Kingdom of God coming near)
· Jesus came and talked to everyone during passover (which everyone thought was very dangerous - so they needed to kill him)
· crucified him - type of shame
· buried him quickly (on the same day - he died after 6 hours so they quickly took him down in accordance with Jewish burial laws)
· after his crucifixion he was placed in a sealed tomb 
· 3 days later the stone that covered the tomb is found to be rolled away and he is found to be gone

· Jewish Groups in the time of Jesus 
· Sadducees: the wealthy priestly aristocrats - they rejected the belief in resurrection
· tried to trick jesus about “what would a man do if he remarried when then he and his wives were resurrected” - jesus basically said that doesn't matter - in heaven we are all angels 
· Pharisees: competed with the Sadducees for control over temple rituals - they established a system of synagogues, places of preaching and study - they believed in resurrection
· Zealots: advocated for an armed rebellion against the Romans - waited for a Messiah who would lead an army to overthrow the Romans
· Essenes: separated themselves from society and lived in small communities in the desert - very simple, austere, celibate life - believed themselves the only ones faithful to God





· Relationship Between Sin and Death in the New Testament 
· death and sin are inextricably linked
· christians inherited the idea of “original sin” = the sin from the first man (Adam) has been passed down his line from him to his decedents (e.g. his children and their children and their children children are sinners because of Adam - until the whole world are sinners) 

· Jesus and the destruction of Sin and Death
· 1st Adam = everyone lives, but everyone was also named a sinner because of their lineage to Adam 
· 2nd Adam (aka JESUS) = by dying for our sins, and by us accepting jesus as our saviour he is brought into our lineage and our lineage then changes allowing us to be free of sin and of death that ultimately comes with sin (as long as we believe in jesus)

· The Last Enemy = aka DEATH
· death is the last enemy that truly needs to be defeated
· the death and the resurrection of Jesus has conquered death 
· the resurrected body in christianity = a transformed body (this means that the resurrection = the creation of a spirit body)

· Paul on the Resurrection 
· when asked “why we need to be resurrected?” Paul answered something like…
“something must first die - and then once it has died it can come back into a different body (like so your body dies, but then when you are resurrected your body denser come back, but you get a spiritual body which is a continuation of your dead body, but it isn't your dead body, that body is already gone and something new but connected has taken its place”
ex. what you sew does not come to life unless it dies - seed metaphor
· Paul states that the resurrection of everyone is tied to the resurrection of jesus - so if you deny the resurrection of Jesus than your faith is futile
· people wanted to know if the resurrection was important because they thought of jesus as the “first fruits” of the end of the world but when the end didn’t come soon after jesus’s death, christianity had to rethink their idea of after life (previous people weren't so worried about the afterlife because the end was close and emit)
· judaism: ideas of heaven and hell can be a lot more vague because their religious activity doesn't revolve around the end of times or the events of the second coming (where as christian is tied up int he faith of the resurrection of jesus)
· The conquest of death is crucial for Paul (if there is no resurrection and immortality is obtained by leaving the body behind, then death has won the body and that can’t be accepted because the body and soul was created by god, so both will also be resurrected  by god)
· the meaning of jesus’s resurrection = god is supreme and has power over all parts of the human body (body and soul - and all parts will be redeemed) 
· resurrection cannot be denied as its the whole base of the religion
· christians use “eternal life” instead of immortality because… immorality basically means that you will never die - “eternal life = life in or with god, because without god there isn’t meaning to life (for christianity eternal life means a life with god)



· Eschatological Ideas in the Book of Revelations 
· The Second Coming of Christ and the apocalypse. 
· The resurrection of the Christian martyrs and the beginning of the millennium [the millennium is an earthly period of 1000 years of Christ’s rule when Satan is bound and powerless]
· At the end of the millennium, a final battle and the destruction of  Satan.
· The universal resurrection of all people to stand before Christ’s throne and receive his judgment of eternal heaven or hell.
· A new heaven and a new earth – the restoration of paradise
· Revelation 21:3-4 = jesus was considered the “first fruits” meaning that he was the first of the people out of the second coming that was going to be resurrected (meaning that people though the end was coming soon - it was suppose to be in their life time)

· Thoughts of Heaven and Hell by HANS KUNG
· Heaven isn’t just somewhere in the stars
· heaven and eternal life = to be found in a life now on earth (living in the present up to gods standards)
· faith to modern theologians = faith itself is a gift,  and in itself is a kind of salvation 
· the heaven of faith isn't really a place you can find - new testament images of heaven and hell shouldn't be taken seriously
· eternal hell = no eternity that is outside of the reach of God’s mercy (our idea of eternity can’t be greater than god’s mercy - so maybe it’ll end eventually?)
· hell = separation of god (and in a christian perspective this means the end of ones life basically because life has no meaning for christians without god)
· Purgatory (purification) is an element in the encounter with God in death – the meeting of the imperfect with the perfect (its painful because in the eyes of god nothing can be perfect - so God will be able to see all your imperfections and in this pain we are able to become pure) 
· purgatory - the distance we have to go ignored to be perfect and the acknowledgement of our imperfects *this is purgatory*
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