Marxism
Biography
· Born 1818 in Trier
· Jewish ancestry
· Studied philosophy and economics in Berlin
· Married Jenny von Westphalen
· Earned his living (badly) as a journalist
· Died 1883 in London having only written 3 of the planned 8 volumes of Das Kapital

University of Bonn
· 1835, aged 17 attends U of Bonn
· Studies under Schlegel
· Achievements: President of Drinking Club

U of Berlin
· 1836
· Professor of Eduard Gans
· Influence of Hegel
· Doctorate on philosophies of Democritus and Epicuris

Early Years
· 1838 - His father dies, aged 64
· 1840 - Excused military service due to ill health
· 1841 - Marx receives his PhD from the University of Jenna
· 1842 - Marx became editor-in-chief of the Rhenish Gazette and moved from Bonn to Cologne
· 1843 - Marx still not identifying with Communism or active Politics. Political Pressure, financial woes
Paris 1843
· Political refugee, exiled from Germany
· His resistance to Revolutionary communism crumbles
· His philosophy alters from one of democratic Universal Suffrage to a revolutionary working class seizing power

Class Struggle (Social Classes)
· Marx argued that your relationship to the means of production objectively determined your social class
· Identified two great classes in Capitalist society:
· 1. The Bourgeoisie (Upper or Ruling Class). Those people who owned the means of production
· 2. The Proletariat (Working Class)
· Base: Economic relationships - the "infrastructure" or "economic base" of society
· Superstructure: Political/ideological relationships - the "superstructure" of society

Basic contradiction between:
· 1. The forces of production (the things that are required to produce commodities) and 
· 2.  The relations of production (in basic terms, who benefits the most from these arrangements).
· However, if the relationship between social classes is:
· Unequal
· Exploitative
· Founded on a conflict of interest
· Why exploited put-up with this situation?
· Concepts of both "power" and "ideology" come into the equation: Foucalt, Gramsci - Hegemony

Communist Manifesto
· Describes the position of communists
· Critiques other socialist schools
· The aim is history of society as class society
· The proletariat alone is a really revolutionary class
· The proletariat movement is the self-conscious, independent movement of the immense majority

The Next Stage
· Capitalism will ultimately collapse under the weight of its contradictions
· Communism will make ownership communal, make labour communal, and thus do away with private property
· It will not need to decree this abolition, it will follow
· We will be ridding ourselves of the "muck of generations"

HM Definition
· According to the materialist conception of history it is argued that human nature is not pre-given to society, but is formed by it, and that the ideas prevalent in any age are largely determined by the material conditions of that age

Materialist Conception of History
· Starts from the proposition that the production of the means to support human life and, next to production, the exchange of things produced, is the basis of all social structure; that in every society has appeared in history, the manner in which wealth is distributed and society divided into classes or orders is dependent upon what is produced, how it is produced, and how the products are exchanged.
· From this point of view, the final causes of all social changes and political revolutions are to be sough, not in men's brains, not in men's better insights into eternal truth and justice, but in changes in the modes of production and exchange.

Components
· The processes of production are of paramount important ("The economic interpretation of history")
· The abstract ideas people hold - ideas about law, politics, religion, etc. - are determined by their relationship to the "mode of production"
· Ideas so fixed tend to help perpetuate that mode or advance the interests of those who hold them
· Modes of production succeed each other in a fixed, progressive sequences, each one being driven from the scene when it had been pushed as far as it could go
· Claims that the next push will be the last one; moreover, after the next push competition will vanish
Marx's role in history
· When Marx died, he was not well known except in revolutionary circles
· After his death, his writing prompted a number of politicians to lead revolutions in his name
· Many of these societies were totalitarian
· His philosophy underlies the thinking of many political parties

Orthodox Marxism
· Theory propounded by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
· Some use the term to refer simply to the economic critique
· Sometimes called Bas or Classic Marxism

Academic Marxism
· Marxism has been adopted by a large number of academics and other scholars working in various disciplines
· Begins with soviet archaeology
· Focus on material culture
· Continues in English speaking tradition with Gordon Childe

Cultural Marxism
· Frankfort School
· Birmingham School
· Trans-disciplinary approach
· Culture must be studied within the social relations through which culture is produced and consumed
· Analysis of culture is intimately bound up with the study of society, politics, and economics
· Cultural Marxism involves a sociological/political interpretation of literature, art, film
· It sees an undercurrent of hegemony, and the presence of the class struggle in all these areas

Political Marxism
· Trade unionism
· Political parties
· Communist international (Internationalism)
· USSR
· Warsaw Pact
· Global Impact

1917
· World's first functioning Communist state
· Marxist inspired 
· Becomes Marxism-Leninism
· Analysis: to what degree did it converge or diverge from orthodox Marxism?

Reform 1986-89
· Perestroika (RESTRUCTING)
· Glasnost (openness)
· Reforms
· Still wanted socialism but states:
· "We must move away from a dogmatic understanding" of socialism (communism, M-L)
End of CPSU?
· March 1990:
· Gorbachev elected as first executive President of the Soviet Union with 59% of the Deputies' votes as an unopposed candidate

USSR
· December 25, 1991: Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev resigned
· USSR formally dissolved on Dec. 26, 1991
· Creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States






