Ethnicity and Race

Race: A category of people who have been singled out (as inferior or superior) often on the basis of real or alleged physical characteristics such as skin colour, hair, eye shape, or other selectively subjected attributes.
Ethnic Group: A collection of people

Social Significance of Race and Ethnicity
· Ethnicity and race form a base of hierarchical making
· The dominant group holds power over others

Ethnicity
· Ethnic groups have the following characteristics:
· 1. Unique cultural traits (clothing, music, religion)
· 2. A sense of community
· 3. Feeling of ethnocentrism
· 4. Ascribed membership from birth
· 5. Territoriality

Ethnic Groups and Ethnicity
· Ethnic group - members share certain beliefs, values, customs, because of their certain background

Systemic Racism
· Manifested in:
· Rules
· Laws
· Access
· Resources

Institutional Racism
· Institutions:
· Schools
· Prisons
· Media
· Govt. bodies

Aversive Racism (experience in public but do nothing)
· Passive
· Do nothing
· Acquiescence 

Aboriginals
· 2006 census
· Total: 1,000,000
· N.A. Indians: 700,000
· Metis: 300,000
· Inuit: 50,000
· Represent about 4% of population
· Defined: the original or indigenous occupants of Can.
· Various terms: Native or First Nations: refers to 55 sovereign peoples
· Subtypes: 
· Status Indian: Those with legal rights under the Indian Act
· Non-Status Indian: Those without legal status
· Metis: Descendants of Indian and non-Indian unions (primarily French settlers and Indian women)
· Inuit: (formerly termed Eskimo) Those located in E. Arctic and northern Islands
· In Pre-European
· Theories of why there was such a drastic depopulation?
· Disease (main reason)
· Genocide
· Forced migration
· Forced assimilation
· Genocide
· Many were massacred or died from Europe diseases
· Forced Migration
· Infamous "Trail of Tears": in 1832, the Cherokee Nation were forced to leave South Eastern US to Oklahoma
· Forced millions of prairie peoples into reserves to make room for European settlers
· Indian Act of 1876 gave control of almost every aspect of Indian life by the Canadian Federal State

Forced Assimilation
· Seen as savages or uncivilized and that they would best succeed if they became like Europeans
· Ex: Residential Schools

Historical Racial Classifications
· Prehistoric Classification Systems
· E.G. Egypt: 3 colours - RED, BLACK, WHITE
· Earliest recorded classification system
· Did not discriminate against colour however
· Francois Bernier
· The word race from the old French "rasse" from Italian "razza" and Latin "Generatio"
· Sort of coined the term race/racism
· Johann Friedrich Blumenbach
· Considered one of the most influential researchers in the development of subsequent concepts of human races.
· Human world was divided into 5 races:
· Caucasian, Mongolian, Ethiopian, American, Malay
· Anders Retzius
· In 1842, gave us the Cephalic Index
· Race based on size of skull
· Dolichocephalic(ism): having long narrow head in which the width measures less than 75% of the length
· Brady cephalic: Having a broad head in which the width measures more than 80% of the length
· Francis Galton
· Eugenics
· Racial characteristics associated with mental "fitness"
· Doctrine that supports racist views
· Biological Determinism
· Concept that various attributes are governed by biological (genetic) factors
· Eugenics
· Philosophy of race improvement through forced sterilization, 

The Races
· Mongoloid:
· Negroid:
· Caucasian:
