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What is Deviance?
· Deviance is all about norms and normativity - deviance is simply something that is 'ab'normal ('away from' the normal)
· Deviance is a behaviour/belief/condition/that strays/differ from the norm
· Deviant does not necessarily mean wrong or illegal (tattoos), perverted (sexual fetishes), or abnormal (belief in ghosts)
· Deviance is a relative category that changes with time, place, and culture
· E.g. homosexuality was once viewed in Canada as a type of 'deviant' behaviour
· E.g. The "Ghosts of Iceland"
· Definitions of deviance often reflect social power: Religious bans on Paganism, or Conservative prohibitions on same-sex marriages
· Marijuana another contemporary example
· Deviance is about social control and continuity, executed through Norms of belief, behaviour, etc.
· Deviance is also about social change
· Challenging norms of belief and behaviour, etc.
· If there was no deviance in society then society would not change
· If there was no norms of behaviour in society then it would be impossible to have a stable and functioning society

Conflict Deviance
· There is seldom total agreement within a culture about what is deviant
· Contested deviance is known as conflict deviance
· Conflict deviance is a disagreement among groups over whether or not something is deviant

Stigma and Deviance
· Stigma: a social attribute that is seen to discredit an individual's social identity
· Many countries/culture stigmatize sex-work/prostitution
· When a person/group is stigmatized their social status is reduced in the eyes of other people - their social identity is "Stained" or "marked"
· Bodily stigma - Stigma that centers on the physical body Ex.: tattoos

Erving Goffman
· Identified 3 types of stigma:
· Stigma of a character traits (A Fallen Woman/Man)
· Physical stigma (Dwarfism, Down Syndrome, etc.)
· Stigma of group identity (Jews, Muslims, etc.)

Crime and Deviance
· Often deviant....

Racial Profiling
· An example of covert deviance (hidden deviance)
· Racial profiling are actions undertaken supposedly for reasons of safety, security, or public protection, based on racial stereotypes, rather than on reasonable suspicion
· Poverty can be considered a covert characteristic of deviance
· The assumption that poorer people are more likely to be deviant than middle-class/wealthy people

Occupational Crimes
· Ex: Sexual harassment, embezzlement, pilfering
· Corporate Crimes 
· Industrial accidents E.g. pollution
· Insider trading
· Price-fixing

Emile Durkheim 
· Argued that the law was how social norms became codified in society
· If its deviant then it will be illegal
· The law reflects the collective consciousness of society
· Durkheim argued that crime actually helped to reinforce social solidarity - i.e. It served a positive function in society
· Laws mark the boundaries of acceptable and unacceptable behaviour in any society, in much the same way that norms represent specific social guide-lines
· Crime has an integrating function, in that public alarm and outrage at criminal acts serves to draw the law-abiding closer together
· Ex: Vancouver/Stanley Cup Riots
