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Focus Qs
· What purpose does socialization serve
· What happens when children do not have an enviro that supports positive socialization?
· How do individuals develop a sense of self
· How does socialization occur?

Why is Socialization important?
· Socialization: the lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquired a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society. Elements:
· Essential for the individual's survival and growth
· Essential for the survival and stability of society
· Content varies from culture to culture
· What we believe about ourselves, our society, and the world is largely a product of our interactions with others

Socialization - Enculturation
· Norms - the conceptions of appropriate and expected behavior that are held by most members o f a society
· While socialization refers to the general process of......................

Freud and Psychoanalysis Perspective
· Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)
· Key Theory:
· People have two basic tendencies (instincts):
· To survive
· To procreate
· Key Concepts:
· Id: The component of the personality that includes all of the individual's basic biological drives and needs that demand immediate gratification
· Ego: The rational, reality-orientated component of personality that imposes restrictions on the innate pleasure seeking drives of the id
· Superego: The Conscience that consists of the moral and ethical aspects of one's personality that comes from parents, others, the whole society

Piaget and Cognitive Development
· Pioneer in the field of cognitive or intellectual development

Ontological Security
Charles Horton Cooley (1864-1929)
· Looking glass self: refers to the way in which a person's sense of self is derived from the perceptions of others
· We imagine how we look to others
· We imagine how others judge our appearance

Socialization Through the Life Course
· Infancy and Childhood
· Adolescence
· Adulthood
· Late Adulthood

1. Impulse control and the development of a conscience
2. Role preparation and performance, including occupational roles, gender roles, and roles in institutions such as marriage and parenthood
3. The cultivation of sources of meaning, or what is important, valued, and to be lived for 
Why is socialization a lifelong process?
· We continue to learn throughout our whole life
· When we experience a change in status (going to uni, getting our first job or marrying), we learn a whole new set of rules, roles and relationships
· Inter-generational transmission of future social roles 
_____________
Chronological Age: a person's age based on date of birth
Functional Age: observable individual attributes such as physical appearance, mobility, strength, coordination, and mental capacity that are used to assign people to age categories

Agents of Socialization
· Are all the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society
· Family, School, Peer Groups, Mass Media
· The Family:
· The most basic and foundational agent of socialization
· Functionalist interpretation:
· Families are the source of procreation and socialization of children
· Learn dominant culture and subcultures we belong to
· Source of emotional support
· Taming 'excess individuality'
· Conflict Theories:
· Socialization reproduces parents class rather than challenging the conditions that currently exist
· Socialization contributes to a false consciousness - a lack of awareness and a distorted 
· The School:
· Functionalist Perspective:
· Teaching students to be productive members of society
· Transmission of culture
· Social control and personal development
· Selection, training, and placement of individuals in social ranks
· Conflict Theories
· The education system solidifies class inequalities and allows the elite to control the masses
· Children have varied experiences dependent upon class, race, gender and ethnicity
· Hidden curriculum concept: Children learn the capitalistic system (competition, materialism, work over play, obedience to authority, attentiveness) in school
· A symbolic Interactionist Perspective:................
· Peer Groups
· A group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social position, and (usually) similar age
· Their functions:
· Contribute to our sense of "belonging"
· Teach what is acceptable behaviour
· Peer group is both a product of culture and one of its major transmitters
· Teach social norms 
· They reflect the larger culture in many ways
· Inter-generational
· Peer pressure:
· Individuals must earn their acceptance with their peers by conformity
· When we conform we are rewarded but when we rebel, we are punished by our peers
· Issue of Peer Pressure: conflict between conformity to parents or conformity to peers
· Strong pressure to have things that other children have

Resocialization 
The process of learning a new and different set of attitudes, values, and behaviours 
Voluntary: When we receive a new status of our own free will
Ex: Religious conversions, joining the armed forces, marriage
Involuntary: When we receive a new status not of our own free will
EX: Armed forces conscription, imprisonment, marriage?

Gender Socialization
The aspect of socialization that contains specific messages and practices concerning the nature of being female or male in a specific group or society
Sources: family, social class, schools, peers, media, and the computer
Effects: what it means to be masculine and feminine
Gender socialization varies among diverse ethnic and social class groupings

· Mass Media
· Estimates of exposure of Can. children:
· 2.5 hours per day watching TV
· 2 hrs per day on computers, video games
· Total: over 1600 hours/year
· In contrast, they spend 1200 hours in school
· Violence as a critical issue
· A typical person, by the time he/she is 18, who watches 28 hours of television a week will have seen:
· 16,000 simulated murders
· 200,000 acts of violence
· It is illegal in many nations to show frontal nudity on TV
· American Psychological Association notes:
· 80% of all TV programs contain acts of violence
· Commercial TV for children is 50-60 times more violent than prime-time TV for adults
Absence of Socialization
· Mythology, Peter Pan, Romulus and Remus, Genie (in textbook)

Socialization in the Future
· The family will continue to be the foundational source of socialization
· However, with these nuances:
· Isolation of the family without social support will lay increased burdens on parents
· Likely will be an increase of child abuse
· Increased use of mass media and other forms of technology: computers, interactive television, worldwide internet --> new socialization agents unknown to previous generations

Chapter Review
· What is socialization and why is it important?
· To what degree are our unique physical and human characteristics based on heredity and to what degree are they based on social environment?
· What are the most important agents of socialization?
· How do sociologists understand the development of self-concept?
· What are the main social psychological theories of human development?
· When does socialization end?
