Jan 13, 2015 			 	The Discipline of Sociology			SOC 101

"If horses would adore gods, these gods would resemble horses" (Xenophanes ca. 520 BC).

· According to sociologists, many of the things we do are processes that extend beyond our individual choices, and are rooted in the structural conditions of the social, political, and economic order in which we live (Marxist influences)

Sociological Inquiry
· Structural aspects of society are enduring patterns of social relations and institutions.
· EX: Political systems, voting, or economic system and taxation "structures"
· Society is organized through these "patterns" within which individual and group action is carried on.

The Sociological Imagination
· Originated by Sociologist C. Wright Mills
· Define as: "...the ability to see the relationship between individual experience and the larger society." 
· More than homo economicus, as Mills argued, need for extrapolation, compilation, rumination on the understanding that humans have of their own society, of their own place in the world, cosmos, humor, etc.
· Ex: Drinking Tea
· Becomes an act of health, or of self medication
· Drink it as a ritual (people drink it at certain times during the day)
· Seen as a drug due to the caffeine inside of it 
· Seen as a social activity
· One can examine tea drinking from a Variety of theoretical perspectives
· British Working Class staple of the 19th Century reveals....
· They were exploiting the resources of their empire
· Examples:
· Personal trouble: When a person commits suicide, there are likely personal and private reasons for it (poor self esteem, hatred of oneself and the like)
· Public issue: Suicide may also be a result of a variety of social reasons: lack of social cohesiveness; the negative impact that Europeans have had on Aboriginal peoples; poor education and economic bases (structural forces, etc.)

Sociology
· Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes (1748 - 1836) first coined the term Sociology
· Used later by A Comte
· Like Xenophanes, sociology attempts often to distinguish between, and analyse, belief and knowledge

The Development of Sociological Thinking
· Classic origins go back to logic beginnings
· Aristotle and Plato, for example
· However, earlier thinkers stated what they thought society ought to be like, rather than describing what society actually was.
· The growth of the natural sciences in the 17th-18th centuries, beginning of the process of applying scientific principles to the analysis of society
· This was especially applicable after the Industrial Revolution

History of Sociology
· Post enlightenment, post French Rev.
· Academic sociology emerges after, and in response to, rationality, modernity, empiricism, capitalism, urbanism, emergence of nation states
· Industrial Revolution and emergence of Capitalism are crucial, as new rules, new associations, new populations, new societies threw up new issues, problems: physical, psychological, and social
· Western world, at the time, rife with poverty, creativity, wealth, disease

Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability
· Auguste Comte (1798-1857)
· Popularized the term Sociology and is considered the founder
· He believed that societies contained:
· Social Statics - forces for social order and stability (friendship, kinship, marriage, spirituality, sexuality)
· Social Dynamics - forces for conflict and change (poverty, pollution)
· Natural science applied to society
· Positivism 
· Facts must be observed, but observation and understanding require theory
· Comte's emphasis on the interconnectedness of social elements was a forerunner of modern functionalism
· Montpellier (book)
· 3 stages to social development:
· Theological
· Metaphysical
· Positive
· Theological phase precedes the enlightenment, blind belief, gods and spirits
· Metaphysical phase involved the justification of universal rights as being on a vauntedly higher plane than the authority of any human ruler to countermand. Not god, but reason, stages of investigation, that reveal "truth".
· Positive phase: people could find solutions to social problems and bring them into forced despite the will of God. Science started to answer Qs.
· Harriet Martineau (1802-1876)
· "The intellect of women is confined by an unjustifiable restriction of... education.. As women have none of the objects in life for which an enlarged education is considered requisite, the education is not given... The choice is to either be "ill-education, passive, and subservient, or well-educated, vigorous, and free only upon sufferance"
· Made Comte's work more accessible
· Edited his work
· Her own work - Analyzed political economy, reviewed current works
· Until recently, she received no recognition in the field of sociology, partly because she was a woman in a male-dominated discipline and society
· She was an active sociologist studying social customs and consequences of industrialism and capitalism
· She examined religion, politics, childrearing, slavery, immigration in categories of race, class and gender
· Staunch supporter, and close friend of Charles Darwin, and an avowed secularist:
· "In the present state of the religious world. Secularism ought to flourish. What an amount of sin and woe might and would then be extinguished."
· Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Believed that history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas
· Conflict (especially class conflict) was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society
· Class conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class
· Bourgeoisie: Comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
· Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society.
· Proletariat: Comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)
· Believed Capitalist system made poverty
· Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labour
· The results in workers - Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself.
· Marx predicted that the workers would become aware of its exploitation and overthrow the capitalists, creating a free and classless society.
· 1917 - First Capitalist country created (?)
· Hugely influential in sociology, conflict studies, anthropology, etc.
· Max Weber (1864-1920)
· Emphasized cultural and political factors as key influences on economic development and individual behaviour
· Economic systems are one but not the only  source of change
· Famous "Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism) 
· Value free sociology; research should be conducted in a scientific manner and should exclude the researcher's personal values and economic interests. 
· He realized that sociologists could not be totally value free, so they should employ Versthen - ("understand" or "insight") to gain the ability to see the world as others see it
· Famous for his study of bureaucracies and religion
· Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) - Undoubtedly father of sociology
· Early focus was on religion and society 
· Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behaviour cannot be fully understood by biological or psychological traits
· Societies are built of social facts - these are patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person.
· Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology at the University of Bordeaux in 1895
· Most famous book - "De la Division du Travail Social"
· Believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and his would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase Anomie - A condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society.
· Advocate of the scientific approach to examining social facts
· He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide
· Ex: Suicide
· Durkheim applied a theoretical interpretation
· He linked suicide with religious affiliation
· Two phenomena are observed, calculated, documented, and a causal link is proferred
· This is the basic aspect of theoretical research: To understand the social world, i is necessary to use theoretical constructs to make connections between seemingly disparate phenomena
· Only social facts can explain social facts
· Ervin Goffman (1922-1982)
· Worked at U of Toronto, and U of Chicago
· Coined the term Symbolic Interactionism 
· "Goffman was a major social theorist who analysed how we shape and compartmentalise our experience of the world of objects and events around us, and how the experiencing and acting self can be compartmentalised into a series of part-selves, each a potential factor in the production of experience for ourselves and for others."
· The Presentation of the Self in Everyday Life (1959)
· "Asylums" (1961)
· Goffman and Interactionism
· Dramaturgical analysis, multiple acts in multiple contexts from multiple actors
· Social order is constructed through meanings embodied in interaction
· Front back stage
· Cultural/bodily signals form behavioural patterns out of chaos (where to look, queue, stand, stare, act, think?)

Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives
· Functionalist - dominant approach (Durkheim, etc.)
· Conflict (Marx, etc.)
· Feminist 
· Symbolic Interactionist
· Macro - looks at religion, etc.
· Micro - looks at individual agency, individual creativity, etc.
· Postmodernist (looks at race, sexuality, globalization, etc.)

Theory: A set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain, and (occasionally) predict social events
Perspective: An overall approach to or viewpoint on some subject, drawing on a theory and other constructs and viewpoints.

Micro-sociological Analysis
· Focuses on the individual social agency, Examines the nature of everyday human social interactions and agency on a small scale. 

Macro-sociological Analysis
· Emphasizes the analysis of entire social systems & populations on a large scale, at the level of social structure

Sociological Theory
· A causal link between two phenomena, a theory, explains the results, predict behaviour 


Theory
· Robert Putman
· The more television people watch, the lower their involvement in civic life will be.
· Putman's theory highlights the role of sociological theory - a relationship between two or more concepts. In this case, the concepts are civic engagement and television watching

Suicide...
Social changes, brought about by industrialization, are often not matched by people's ability to attain new goals leading to high suicide rates (especially among youth)

Catholicism
...is a sin

Buddhism
...has been used to make political statements

Asian and S Pacific
...is sometimes a noble act

Contemporary Theoretical Practices
· Symbolic Interactionism
· Postmodernist
· Feminism
· Conflict
· Functionalism

Symbolic Interactionism Perspectives
· Symbolic interactionists attempt to examine people's day-to-day interactions and their behaviour in groups
· People continue to negotiate their social realities
· Values and norms are not independent realities that automatically determine their behaviour
· Each person has a subjective interpretation of a given situation (subjective reality)
· Symbolic Representations

Postmodern Perspectives
· Key Theory: Argues that a Eurocentric lens conditions our view of all cultures and that the culture of our age produces a social world that is not real but stimulated
· Need to speak of "cultures" not culture
· Characteristics of Postmodern societies:
· Information explosion
· Rise of consumer society
· Global village economy
· Post-industrial society

Feminist Perspectives
· There is no single unified approach
· Many different "feminisms" (Liberal, radical, socialist, etc.)
· But all approaches share the same belief... that women and men are equal and should be equally valued
· Focus on patriarchy: a hierarchical system of power in which males possess greater economic and social privilege than females
· Gender roles are socially created and this limits our human potential

Conflict Perspectives
· Assumption: groups in society are engaged in a continuous power struggle for control of scarce resources
· Key classical figures:
· Max Weber (1864-1920): recognized the importance of economics but also stressed power and prestige
· Power: the ability of a person within a social relationship to carry out his or her own will despite resistance
· Prestige: a positive or negative social estimation of honour
· Conflict
· These perspectives are based on the assumption that social life is a continuous struggle in which members of powerful groups seek to control scarce resources 
· The American C.W. Mills (1916-1962) believed that the most important decisions are made largely behind the scenes by the Power Elite-

Functionalism
· As the name sounds, functionalism describes the function of practice, beliefs, and artifacts. The functional view of culture lays down the principle that in every type of civilization, every custom, material object, idea and belief fulfills some vital function, has some task to accomplish.
· Functionalism addresses society as a whole in terms of the function of its constituent elements; namely norms, customs, traditions, and institutions

Marxism
Karl Marx: Exploitation of the proletarian by the bourgeoisie
History is a series of (class) conflicts

Class Struggle (Social Class)
· Marx argued that your relationship to the means of production objectively determined your social class.
· Indentified two great classes in Capitalist society:
1. The Bourgeoisie (Upper or Ruling class). Those people who owned the means of production
2. The Proletariat (Working class)
Durkheim

Society - the principle of association - comes first, he argued, and 'since it infinitely surpasses the individual in time as well as in space, it is in a position to impose upon him [sic] ways of acting and thinking' (p. 102) --> [sic] - incorrect/error

Social facts are external to the individual and endowed with coercive power

19th Century
· Post industrial revolution
· Growth of urbania, cities
· Growth of academic institutions - increased student body, more unis, more faculties
· Search for "science of society"
· Early 20th Century loss of innocence
· Post WW1
· Analysis of society undertaken in earnest by disciplines

Sociology
· Methodology and theory for analysing society

Emile Durkheim - Biography (1858-1917)
· Born 1858 in Epinal, France
· College Epinal
· Ecole Normale Superieure, Paris
· Bordeaux Period (1887-1902)
· 1898, Durkheim founded the Annee Sociologique, the first social science journal in France
· Professor at Sorbonne before WW1
· Died in 1917, during the great War, having already established a legacy as one of the founding thinkers in sociology

Main Works
· The Division of Labor in Society 1893
· The rules of Sociological Method 1895
· Suicide: A Study in Sociology 1897
· The Elementary 

Goals
· Establish sociology as an academic discipline
· To analyze how societies maintain integrity and coherence in the industrial age
· To uncover and analyze the existence of social realities outside the individual
· To ensure that sociology is a legitimate society, it must have an object that is clear and distinct from philosophy or psychology, and its own methodology
· Argued, like others, that society constitutes a separate "level" or reality, distinct from both biological and inorganic matter
· Structural functionalism
· Social & cultural phenomena are seen as a functional in the sense of working together
· Identified two major areas of sociological inquiry: Anomie, and structured inequality


Several major contributions to sociology:
· Distinguishing and elaborating the field of sociology from other social sciences
· Emphasis on empirical data to lend support to theoretical speculations
· Focus on the division of labor and its consequences for social life
· Collective conscience or the need for a common core of values and moral values
· Functionalism
· According to Durkheim, social facts are the subject matter of sociology. Social facts are "sui generis" (meaning of its own kind; unique) and must be studied distinct from biological and psychological phenomenon
· "A social fact is identifiable through the power of external coercion which it exerts or is capable of exerting upon individuals" (Dukheim 1895/1982, 56)
· Social facts can be defined as patterns of behaviour that are capable of exercising some coercive power upon individuals. They are guides and controls of conduct and are external to the individual in the form of norms, mores, and folkways 
· Objectivity:
· Social facts must be studied according to their relation with other social facts, not according to the individual who studies it

· Durkheim focus continually on the nature of the social system and the relation of that system to the personality of the individual
· "Sociology,  then, is not an auxiliary of another science, it is itself a distinct..." (in 'Rules pg. 145) 
· According to Durkheim, the desires and self-interests of human beings can only be held in check by forces that originate outside of the individual
· Durkheim characterizes this external force as a collective conscience, a common social bond that is expressed by the ideas, values, norms, beliefs, and ideologies of a culture
· Collective conscience - idea that we will follow the patterns of society

Collective Conscience
· Mechanical: Mechanical solidarity occurs in early societies in which there is not much division of labor. Such societies are relatively homogenous, men and women engage in similar tasks and daily activities, people have similar experiences. In such societies the few distinct institutions express similar values and norms and tend to reinforced one another.
· According to Durkheim, traditional cultures experience a high level of social and moral integration, there was little individuation, and most behaviors were governed by social norms which were usually embodied in religion
· By engaging in the same activities and rituals, people in traditional societies shared common moral values, which Durkheim called a collective conscience. In these societies, people tend to regard themselves as members of a group; the collective conscience embraces individual awareness, and there is little sense of personal options.
· Organic: Organic solidarity develops as a by-product of the division of labour. As society becomes more complex, individuals play more specialized roles and become ever more dissimilar in their social experiences, material interests, values, and beliefs.
· The growth of individualism is an inevitable result of the increasing division of labor, and this individualism can only develop at the expense of the common values, morality, beliefs, and normative rules of society - the sentiments and beliefs that are held by all.
· Individuals in such a sociocultural system have less in common; however, they must become more dependent upon each other for their survival
· With the loosening of these common rules and values we also lose our sense of community, or identity with the group. The social bond is thereby weakened and social values and beliefs no longer provide us with coherent or insistent moral guidance.
· This loosening lends itself to anomie. Again, according to Durkheim, if an individual lacks any sense of social restraint her self-interest will be unleashed, she will seek to satisfy her own appetites with little thought on the possible effect her action will have on others. 

Religion
· By worshiping God people are unwittingly worshipping the power of the collective over them - a power that both created and guides them. They are worshipping society itself. 

Max Weber (1864-1920)
· The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism 1902
· The Sociology of Religion 1920
· Economy and Society 1922
· The Methodology of the Social Sciences 1949

· Stressed the need to delimit the object of sociological study
· The search for knowledge is subject to our preconditions
· Researchers must strive to achieve objectivity
· Sociologists should not limit their research to social structure, but also include economics, history
· Studied the rise of "Capitalism"
· How did it come about?
· Why did some countries adopt it enthusiastically while others lagged behind?
· Suspected that religion might be the key
· Protestantism overtook Catholicism after the Reformation of the 1500's 
· Led to the development of Capitalism
· The Protestant belief system (especially Calvinism) encouraged people to embrace change
· Catholic belief - accumulation of material objects was a sign of greed and discontent
· Protestants - denounced greed but encouraged hard work, saving money, and investing money
