
Open book exam: Can bring textbook or any notes you need, but no electronic devices.

75% or so will be on material we’ve covered since the third test.

Focus on specific themes.

A good exercise would be to write down the philosophers we covered plus 3 or 4 of their main concepts.

Important to know which theories come from which philosophers.

Exam will take 1.5-2 hours. Won’t be any harder than a regular exam.

Probably 2 essays, multiple choice, and short answer. 

Thomas Hobbes

· Hobbes sees us as egoistic, selfish creatures
· born prematurely when his mother heard of the coming invasion of the Spanish Armada. He later reported that “my mother gave birth to twins: myself and fear.”
· conquering of the colonies occurred during his lifetime, as well as the the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648)
· translated Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War (1628) – leads him to believe that conflict arises naturally when there is scarcity 
· supported the royalists in the English civil war
Conflict immediately connected with the Reformation of the 1520s to 1540s:

· the German Peasants’ War 
· the battle of Kappel in Switzerland
· the Schmalkaldic War in the Holy Roman Empire
· the eighty years’ war in the low countries
· the french wars of religion
· the thirty years’ war, affecting the holy roman empire including Hapsburg Austria and Bohemia, France, Denmark, and Sweden
· the wars of the three kingdoms, affecting England, Scotland, and Ireland
· scottish reformatoin and civil wars
· english reformation and civial war
· irish confederate ways and the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland
Hobbes anticipates...

· Newton 
· “heavy bodies fall downwards out of an appetite to rest”
· Adam Smith – self interest is the operating principle of humanity and economics
· Darwin – biology is a product of survival and competition
· Nietzsche – power is the goal of all life
· environmentalism – uncontrolled self-interest will lead to ruin
· neuropsychology – mental phenomenon are reducible to chemical motions
· Hobbes concludes that we need a strong commanding authority to keep our self-interest and egoism at bay (such as a monarchy)
· influenced by geometry, and Francis Bacon’s and Galileo’s ideas of a heliocentric universe
· likes the observable scientific method
· Hobbes says there is nothing more to life than matter in motion
· uses the word God in his writing but this was probably to protect himself from accusations of atheism more than anything else
· believes there is no such thing as an original act, because all of our actions are influenced by previous experience
· there is no change without motion
· every effect is a result of a previous cause
Towards a Science of Life through Observation

· all knowledge comes from experience
· “there is no conception in a man’s mind which hath not at first, totally or by parts, been begotten upon the sense organs”
· the external world gives us all the information we have
Thought is Motion Internal

· forces slow the motion of objects (friction). So to in the mind, imagination and thinking are but the colliding of images. Memory is the decay of the images of experience.
· reason is the internal motion of images added and subtracted from one another. Knowledge is the sum of these calculations
No Free Will

· will is but one of two motions
· NOT will: involuntary motions
· ex. circulation, digestion, respiration, etc. 
· Will: “voluntary”
· speaking, walking, etc. 
· based on two original motions of attraction/repulsion
· endeavor 1 – desire (GOOD)
· endeavor 2 – aversion (BAD)
· pain and pleasure formulate ethics
· there’s no original essence of human nature; we are simple creatures who desire comport, pleasure, shelter, food, and enjoyable things
Consequences

· mankind is inclined towards a perpetual and restless desire for power after power that only ceases in death
· power is having the means to live well
· we evolve through simple inputs of pleasure and pain
· if there’s no motivating force of good will, then we are just motivated by pure self interest
· this competition for riches and power inclines us to contention, enmity, and war, because the way of one competitor getting what he wants is to kill, subdue, supplant, or repel the other
· without civil authority (ex. a monarch) it would be foolish to be moral, according to Hobbses. He says this because he sees ethics as doing what feels good, acting according to pure self interest. Because humans are essentially motivated by self interest, following this mode of ethics wouldn’t work. 
Curse of Equality

· inequality would be a good thing because a natural balance would even out. 
· equal abilities encourages competition
Math of War/Chaos

· equality of ability + equality of ends (aversions/desires, ie. survival) + scarcity = war of all against all
· to this war of every man against every man, this also is consequent; that nothing can be unjust. the notions of right and wrong, justice and injustice, have there no place. Where there is no common power, there is no law; where no law, no injustice.
· he says it’s naïve to thing we have control over our actions
· in favour of a strong ruling government
State of Nature

· every man is enemy to every man
· if everyone is competitive and we are always in a state of war, there is no place for industry, no navigation, no use of commodities, no knowledge of the earth, no account of time, no arts, no letters, no society, and continual fear and danger of a violent death
· this is what the world would be like without a strong government
Avoiding the State of Nature

· mutually agreed upon coercion is the only way to bypass the war of all against all (ex. the establishment of a state)
· the individuals should place all their faith in one man or assembly of men (ex. monarchy)
· the only way to establish peace is to give up part of our rights to a ruling sovereign
· we give up our right to harm others in exchange for others giving up their right to harm us
· the logic of self-preservation implies this: the sovereign must be more powerful than the people are self interested
· implies absolute power of the sovereign since man is nothing more than pure self interest
Applications

· Iraq without Saddam
· Yugoslavia without Tito
· Syria
· Civil war in general is a result of a lack of central authority
· Canada with depleted resources/overpopulation?

