
Chapter 17: Transvaluation of Values, Friedrich Nietzsche 

· says some not very nice things about Jews and women
· born and raised in the small town of Röcken, near Leipzig, Prussia, an area known to value discipline and order
· father was a Lutheran pastor, who died young
· was the only male at home – lived with sister, mother, and female relatives
· latter third of life marked by physical and then severe mental illness
· W. Kaufmann speculates hat he might also have contracted syphillis
· influenced by the pessimistic philosophy of Arthur Schopenhauer and Darwin
· professor of classical philology 
· Nietzsche is inspired by the idea of protestant appropriation and individual freedoms that are more prevalent in protestantism than catholicism 
· rebellious, angry, has nothing but negative things to say about the public
Two Moralities 

· Slave
· original (pre-monotheism): bad-ruled, poor, weak, sick, pathetic - an object of pity and disgust - the fearful who say No
· now (christian mentality): pious, humble, self-critical, obedient, sacrificing, suffering, patient, utility
· to be ruled
· dreadful, negative, self-hating psychology
· Master
· original (warrior): aristocratic/noble, happiness comes from wealth, strength, health, power, etc. Say yes, are more life affirming
· now: evil seen as worldly, cruel, selfish, wealthy, dominant, and aggressive.
· risk takers, become richer
· Darwinian motivations that we all have and which Christianity suppresses 
· Nietzsche had a big influence on Freud
· Ubermensch: Nietzsche’s idea of the supreme being; someone who is powerful and strong but has internal, natural, and unforced kindness 
The Master Morality

· ha been guilted into hiding its genius and curbing its expression
· is “self-surmounting”, meaning they overcome obstacles and labels
· celebrate vitality
· are tuned to their primal desires and emotions - not conflicted
· champion strength, survival, and success
· the creative class who invent life on their own terms
· “life-affirming”
· the master class are those who can take on life and accomplish their ends and express themselves in the world as who they are – transparent and sincere. They know their passions and emotions, and because of that they can say something original and exceptional. 
· ex. an artist
· Nietzsche expresses a lot of contempt for “the herd” – average people who aren’t being genuine and aren’t living their own lives, people who are just going through the motions and doing what everyone else is doing
· if you’re not in touch with who you are and are constantly trying to suppress some part of yourself, you’re going to be a conflicted person
· device: eternal recurrence: you could live the same life over and over and over if the universe is indeed infinite and if all the atoms were to align in the same causal sequence. Would you want to live the same life over and over? He says the herd say no, but the Ubermensch will say yes.
· amor fati: latin, love your fate. take control of your fate.
· the Masters are those who love themselves, no matter what or who you are
· but if that’s the case, why does he hate women and Jews...?
· part of being an existentialist is realising that your existence is finite

