
Chapter 26: Annette Baier, Ethics as Trusting in Trust

· argues that the line between men and women is not as distinct as we think; it’s a false dichotomy
· women have traditionally been tied to the household
· gender distinctions are extreme and divided in the Western context – there’s not strong basis for this
· morality starts through relationships of trust and networks of personal connection
· morality is gendered 
· women and men make their decisions about right and wrong based on different value systems: men take their moral decisions according to an idea of justice, while women are motivated by a sense of trust and caring
· the history of moral philosophy in the west is a collection of “gay, clerical, misogynist, puritan bachelors” (p. 332) - what kind of morality has this produced?
· male morality
· the right action is performed by the cool, rational, disinterested agent
· triumph of autonomy
· action based on objective evaluation of the decision criteria
· male morality ignores the fact that ethical decisions cannot always be autonomous and objective and that they are tied up in our relationships and connections with others
· female morality
· home as point of departure: experiences of caring, fostering
· child rearing involves trust and tight bonds to establish healthy, moral adults – not contracts
· the happy household is a space of trust, unspoken consent, situational rules, recognition of difference, age appropriateness, etc.
· women are more likely, thus, to show “capacity for trustworthiness in unequal, non-voluntary, and non-contract based relationships” (p. 333)
· male morality needs female morality
· purely contractual relations are naïve
· contracts only work when premissed on trust
· “The beauty of promise and contract is its explicitness. But we can only make explicit provisions for such contingencies as we can imagine arising.” (p. 334)
· consequently, trust is needed to secure a moral relationship, and trust is a “female” moral trait
· we can’t have a contract for every interaction we have in the world
· contract values cannot stand alone
Test:

· multiple choice: definitions and concepts (hedonic calculus, alienation, etc.)
· short answer: 3 of 4 questions, 1/3 of a page each (utilitarianism – distinction between Bentham and Mill)
· Bentham is the teacher of Mill and comes up with a simple “hedonic calculus” for estimating the best outcome of an action. The best outcome is happiness overall. For Bentham, it’s simple sense pleasure. Mill has a more intuitive sense of happiness (nice experiences and intellectual pleasures). We do things because they feel good or they feel bad – pain and pleasure translate as bad and good, according to Bentham.
· alienation is the most important concept for Marx – arises from the objectification of the worker
· Baier: why is trust important?

