
Marx Continued

· economics is the source of cultural content
· alienation: means estrangement from ourselves as subject
· loss of identity, sense of purpose, self-fulfillment, and meaning
· occurs through the objectification (pointlessness) of one’s labour (work)
· through producing meaningless objects, the worker comes to see her life’s work as meaningless and herself as an object (instrument, means) for ends of the massive, vague production system
· no full or incorporated sense of identity – meaningless labour causes the loss of identity 
· “labour does not only produce commodities, it produces itself and the labourer as commodity” (p. 192)
· not only are the goods produced a commodity, but the worker himself becomes a commodity
· “wage slavery” – you have to work, there’s not social safety net
· Marx is similar to Kant in that he believes you should not use people as a means – people are subjects, not objects to be used
· objects (commodities) produced by the worker return to her not as products of self-expression and accomplishment but as alien, foreign objects without relation to the creator
· analogy of procreation: when you reproduce, you produce a child that is your own. you “give birth” to a product; something made with your skills and ideas, something that matters to you. however, this personal significance of creating objects is lost in the process of capitalist production.
· as such, the worker is starved for self-appreciation because the object produced is unrecognized as hers, is purely external
· surplus value of labour: the owners of the means of production get the majority of the profits from the objects that you’ve produced
· according to Marx, our work is the most important thing that gives our lives meaning
· Marx (the Lutheran) believes that labour is the highest expression of one’s identity. It transforms the abstract idea of the individual subject into the physical reality of a produced object. It makes one’s life concrete. Without this opportunity to express on’e life project through genuine labour, the worker’s sense of self gets stolen, such the she becomes uneasy and alienated to herself.
· Marx has an ideal conception of work as voluntary and a way of self-expression, but in real life, work is compulsory
· “The result we arrive at then is that man (the worker) only feels himself freely active in his animal functions of eating, drinking, and procreating in his dwelling and dress and feels himself an animal in his human functions.” (p. 193)
· ex. television, excess drinking, obesity, etc. as an escape
· alienation is the “meanness” of the system that transforms the individual’s lifetime into “working-time, and drag his wife and child under the wheels of the juggernaut of capital” (p. 198)
· 40 hour work week?
· the grimmer the reality of the workers’ oppression the closer they come to overthrowing the capitalist system
· “They must overthrow the state.” (p. 196)
· Critique of Utilitarianism: an ethics of apology for capitalism
· usefulness utilitarianism is nothing more than “an abstract-commercial relation...the material expression of this use is money, the representative of value of all things, people, and social relations.” (p. 196)
· utility equals exploitation because it reduces all value to the exchange of money
· ex. cost-benefit analysis is based on utilitarian ideas
· Evaluation:
· benefits: articulates a mostly coherent system for the criticism of capitalism/exploitation
· problems: contradictory, argues that the revolution must happen even though it is inevitable. naïve, neglected to see the resilience and strength of capitalism.

