
Morality as Ideology: Karl Marx 

· relevance of Marx today:
·  almost half of the world’s wealth is now owned by just 1% of the population
· the wealth of the 1% richest people amounts to $110 trillion
· the bottom half of the world population owns the same as the richest 85 people in the world
· the Koch brothers plan to spend USD $900 million to defeat the democrats in the 2016 US presidential election. that is $250 million MORE than both republicans and democrats spent on senate races in 2014
· economic wealth = power
· wealth means the ability to control because the material conditions are the grounds for everything else. “The existence of men is their actual life-process.” (p. 90) The fact that we have to feed and shelter ourselves means that we are dependent on the world around us for survival – we are tethered to that which provides for our survival, so whoever has control over the physical world and means of production has the power.
· the means of production control the organization of society and the production of reception of ideas (ex. art, morality, science, religion, law, politics, pop music, liberalism, evolution, Protestantism, repressing democracy?)
· when the means of production are controlled by the wealthy, we get uncritical, socially unconscious ideas fed to us

