
John Stuart Mill (1806-73) - The Greatest Happiness Principle 

· also known as consequentialism
· utilitarianism is a type of consequentialism
Biography

· song of the established academic James Mill
· began intensive studies in classical education at 3 years of age
· training was not in mere memorization but intended to produce an original thinker
· has a nervous breakdown at 21 from the isolation and effort of an academic career starting so young
· dedicated student of Jeremy Bentham
J. Bentham
· british philosopher, jurist, and social reformer, regarded as the founder of modern utilitarianism
· he advocated individual and economic freedom, the separation of church and state, freedom of expression, equal rights for women, the right to divorce, and the decriminalization of homosexual acts
· he called for the abolition of slavery, the death penalty, and physical punishment, including that of children
· he has also become known in recent years as an early advocate of animal rights
· though strongly in favour of the extension of individual legal rights, he opposed the idea of natural law and natural rights, calling them “nonsense upon stilts”
· an empiricist (sensation is the guiding thread of knowledge)
· fundamental axiom: it is the greatest happiness for the greatest number that is the measure of right and wrong
· the ends justify the means
· dangerous lack of justice in utilitarian theory
· he also suggested a procedure for estimating the moral status of any actionm which he called the Hedonistic or felicific calculus. The criteria are divided into the categories or intensity, duration, certainty, proximity, productiveness, purity, and extent.
· “Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of right and wrong, on the other the chain of causes and effects are fastened to their throne. They govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think...”
Utilitarianism

· utility for what?
· use: for the use/purpose of improving happiness
· theory is teleological
· end oriented towards the goal of the good (happiness)
- consequentialism

· reason has nothing to do with ethics according to Bentham
· the question is not whether the individual can think or reason but can they feel?
· this is what he uses to justify animal rights
Utilitarianism, 1861

· refined: the pursuit of happiness is NOT equivalent to that of the beasts
· theories of pleasure such as Epicurus, usually assign higher values to pleasure of the intellect
· generally, humans would not consent to be changed into “lower” animals for the promise of the fullest allowance of pleasure
· “better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied; better to be Socrates dissatisfied than a fool satisfied.”
· sullies Bentham’s theory of empirical knowledge from sensation – adds an element of reason
Utilitarianism Video

· if the benefits are large enough, can any political decision be justified?
· judging actions in terms of their consequences, rather than if they are “right” or “wrong”
· no point in sticking by abstract philosophical concepts if we have no knowledge of their consequences
· do benefits outweigh consequences?
· happiness can be quantified according to Mill
· there are higher and lower pleasures
· the ends justifies the means, there are no actions that are inherently wrong
· it demands that we shall act to get the best consequences
· Moore: other intrinsic goods other than pleasure, such as art and love

