
Chapter 14 - Søren Aaybe Kierkegaard

Biography:

· devoutly religious family
· homogenous Denmark of 19th century 
· against popular culture, for “the crowd” (publikum) untruth
· The Corsair – cultural/intellectual/political newspaper he was always arguing with
· Danish State Lutheran Church
· didn’t like convention or the mainstream
· studied German idealism, especially Schelling
· backlash against academic philosophy
· protestantism (ex. Lutheranism) tends to emphasize individualism 
· thought that the state church corrupts individual spirit
· shouldn’t blindly follow the church
· thought Kant’s idea of categorical imperatives was silly and opposed our nature as individuals
· passion, desire, and intense interest are what drives us
Subjectivity

· the mission of life is to become a true self, which is self-conscious and authentic. “Subjectivity is Truth”
· popular culture is a constant diversion from ourselves as is pop religion and philosophy, which are both full of platitudes
· he wanted to “lead a completely human life and not merely one of knowledge.”
· the modern ‘subject’ ‘goes through the motions by nevertheless always remains the same’ (p. 176)
· “Science and scholarship want to teach that becoming objective is the way. Christianity teaches that the way is to become subjective, to become a subject.”
· to follow rules blindly doesn’t work because it thinks of the human being as a rational calculator, not an personal creature with passions, love, emotions, and motivations.
· argues that the Lutheran church doesn’t recognize people for subjects with emotions etc. 
· there is some relativism to Kierkegaard’s philosophy
· the way we understand the world comes from the individual/subject
· knowledge is genuine and meaningful when it makes sense to you and when you are intimately involved with it
Aesthetic Life = Inauthentic Life

· unreflective lifestyle, “One must enjoy life” p. 178
· choices that are made by others, the public, lack responsibility
· happiness/pleasure is external and thus dependent
· aesthetic life = lives and activities guided by everyday tasks and concerns 
· whether such people know it or not, their lives will inevitably lead to complete despair
· life of whims leads to aimlessness then to boredom then despair
· cable TV, internet?
Ethical Life

· characterized by respect for principles; a life of commitment
· genuine choice is made which supersedes immediate interest
· conformity to duty goes too far. “Individual and duty stand outside one another.” p. 179
· but eventually leads to a hollowness because the choices made are according to objective rules or principles, not according inner passion. “One could almost believe that duty was devised to discredit the ethical.” p. 179
· reliance on principle for choice presupposes the advice and laws others have invented and so is abstract and not subjective
· to commit to something just because it’s objectively consistent doesn’t bring happiness (ex. Kantian duty)
· something is ethical when we have a recognition that other people are like us and it has a personal connection, not when it’s based on pure reason
Religious Life

· the individual is higher than the universal
· the individual has a substantial understanding of herself and is not under the sway of the public
· the absurd act of faith which religion requires is conformation of passionate belief that cannot be mediated by objective knowledge
· religious commitment is, hence, superior to ethical commitment because it is based in existential (inward) choice
· commitment to God inspire of no evidence
· commitment is a good thing and means that you are personally engaged
Faith

· “Without risk there is no faith. Faith is precisely the contradiction between the infinite passion of the individual’s inwardness and the objective uncertainty.”
· Christianity is Subjectivity (p. 184)
Exam: 20 multiple choice, 4 short answer. Nothing about Kierkegaard’s religious phase in the short answer. Epicurus (ingredients for a pleasant life), Kant (categorical imperatives, rationality & duty providing grounds for ethical behaviour), Kierkegaard (aesthetic and ethical phases). No Hume. 

