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Kant Continued

· opposes inclination as a basis for moral reasoning – reason should be the basis of moral reasoning
· reason: consistent, reliable, necessary, absolute (mathematical)
· inclination: inconsistent, dependent, contingent, situational (feelings)
· people have both rational and animalistic/emotional sides to them – internal struggle
· reason separates us from nature
· reason gives us critical distance from our immediate environment
Good Will

· good will is the necessary presupposition for autonomous action
· good will is reasoning and thinking clearly and consistently 
· something thoroughly good in itself is internally consistent - pure - and so rationally founded. It is the internal principle of what makes a free choice (Wille)
· provides for the condition for the possibility of making the right choices (Willkür)
Deontology 

· derives from the Greek words for duty (deon) and science (or study) of logos
· the good choice is made out of duty to follow the rational good will
· the consequences of an act of willing cannot be used to determine that the person has a good will; good consequences could arise by accident from an action that was motivated by a desire to cause harm to an innocent person and bad consequences could arise from an action that was well-motivated. Instead, he claims, a person has a good will when he acts out of respect for the moral law.
· next exam: categorical imperatives 
· acting out of respect for moral law because it is moral is done so not to bring about the satisfaction of an action but because the rational actor has a duty to do so
· the actor is moral, genuinely free, when they act from a sense of duty, out of respect for law
· you don’t do moral things in order to help other people, you do moral things because it is your duty
· third categorical imperative: acting rationally and consistently means that a world of rational actors will create a world of peace and harmony; the product of following Kant’s beliefs will bring a peaceful world
· Kant says that freedom is following the rules of rationality, rather than doing whatever you want because it feels good. Freedom is not being imprisoned by our animalistic inclinations
· acting according to expected consequences does not demonstrate a good will but only shows how we are imprisoned by our desires and inclinations
· acting in accord with duty is truly moral as it is universal and not a matter of personal interest
Hypothetical Imperatives

· are directives based on personal desires with specific consequences 
· ex. If you want to have friends, be honest.
· hypothetical imperatives are hypothetical because no one knows if the desired reult will follow (hence hypothetical)
· not good enough for Kant; morality must be reliable and contingent
Categorical Imperatives

· will produce a morally good act, regardless of the results and so cover the category of all acts (when done with a good will)
· the motivation of the actor deductively determines the morality of the act
1. “act only on that maxim whereby thou canst at the same time will that it should become a universal law”

· forbids contradictory acts
· murder, suicide, lying, greed, stealing, cheating, deception, cruelty, etc. are all self-contradictory
2. “act in such a way that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in the person of any other, never merely as a means to an end, but always at the same time as an end.” 
· basically means don’t use the, don’t treat them as an object, treat them with dignity and genuine respect
· praises the autonomy of the other
· secular principle of human dignity
· similar to the Golden Rule of Christianity
· don’t make yourself an exception
Benefits

· sanctions the entitlement of equal human rights philosophically and legally, not religiously
· United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 1: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
· provides a reliable decision procedure for action
Criticism

· conflicting duties
· dogmatic (absurd)
· ex. Kantian ethics would say that it would be immoral to lie to a would-be murderer

