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Chapter 12 - Kant

· the modern era begins around 100 years before Kant with Descartes 
· proposes that the individual is deserving of rights just because they are a human being
· rationalist
· experience is the starting point of knowledge
· reason is the most reliable, distinctive feature of the human being
· “Live your life as though your every act were to become a universal law.”
· tries to come up with an idea of morality that is equally applicable to all of us
Biography

· raised in Lutheran pietistic tradition
· father was a local pastor
· central European native
· insular life, little transition, little challenge to accepted practices
· empiricism ≠ reason
· his arguments are consistent with Christian ideas
Epistemology = Theory of Knowledge

· reading of Hume made Kant realise knowledge of the world begins with experience
· but the form of knowledge is rational/absolute
· there is a cause for every effect
· the mind orders experience in terms of causality
Theory of Moral Knowledge

· is no different than the theory of scientific knowledge
Scientific Knowledge

· doing the right thin is what we should do but the result is contingent on the situation, meaning the action should be categorical/necessary, based on the condition for moral action regardless of the result
· rationality/consistency is the requisite condition for the possibility of moral action
· morality is connected to reason
· the condition for morality is autonomy/free will
Good Will

· something thoroughly good in itself is internally consistent and pure and so rationally founded. It is the internal principle of what makes a free choice (Wille)
· provides for the condition for the possibility of making the right choice (Willkür)
· humans can self-restrain, delay gratification, etc. because of reason, unlike animals
· will (morality) is derivative of reason
· if you don’t act rationally, you are not acting as a human
· what is rationality other than consistency?
· don’t make exceptions

