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Chapter 4 - The Pleasant Life (Epicurus)

· first modern scientist in the history of Ethics
· key figure in the Axial Age (800-200 BC) during which similar thinking appeared in China, India, Iran, the Near East, and Ancient Greece
· he was witness to the decline of the Athenian state, social tension, and political expulsions (including his own expulsion to Asia Minor, or modern-day Turkey)
· studied philosophy under the Platonist teacher Pamphilus
· “Salvation Philosophy” – early exponent of Stoicism, yet different from the future stoics in that he gave sufficient important to sensible pleasure
· end of the Greek Golden Age brought unhappiness which influenced his philosophy
· founded “The Garden” school of philosophy
· balance between internal and external pleasures
Physics (Physis)

· nothing comes from nothing (p. 39)
· the universe is bodies in space (some are elemented, some are compounded)
· elemental bodies are atomic (Democritus)
· every objective quality changes but atoms, which are insoluble and fixed in quantity
· Epicurus tries to help us understand the order of the universe
· with the exception of “swerving” atoms (indivisible), nature is determined. Most basic units that can’t be split apart.
· tries to demythologize the universe – moving away from the idea that we are at the mercy of forces that cannot be explained
· if the universe is completely determined, what would the point of ethics be?
· dread of death is the chief course of suffering
· immaterial existence is an oxymoron, so that the suffering of the soul is nonsense
· early statement of atheism
· Epicurus is a materialist – sensible experience is important and gives us information
· if the mind is not physical, it can’t be affected by the body
A Mechanical Universe

· visual evidence does not confirm the influence of gods, but of causal mechanisms – claim of empiricism 
· a world which is controlled by the whimsy of the gods is startling and anxiety producing – the idea of a mechanical universe eliminates the psychological terrors of angry, wrathful gods
· acclaims scientific understanding as the path to peace of mind

