
PHI 1102 - January 21st, 2015
Aristotle: Moral Character

· Aristotle thinks Plato is too preoccupied with reason

· Aristotle is less academic


•believes that happiness comes from comfort in the daily activities of life. Nothing 
to do with sanction, sin, shame, or punishment

· Greek ethics consists of trying to live a good or happy life for yourself; not being good to others/ being punished if you’re not

· Aristotle merges rational necessity with physical contingency

· Writings cover many subjects: physics, biology, zoology, metaphysics, ethics, poetry, music, theatre, politics, etc.

· Aristotle is much less abstract than Plato: more concerned with the here and now

· Formally trained in biology; founded 2nd school of Athens - The Lyceum. Well known among medieval Muslim intellectuals and revered as “The First Teacher”

· Looks to the sensible world to explain reality

· How do we explain reality? – by defining it. But how do we define something? Through saying what is unique about it and how it differs from similar things – taxonomy

· Continues to influence Christian theology, especially the scholastic traditions of the Catholic Church


•his writings are Christianized by St. Thomas. He was seen as a threat to the 
church because of his scientific ideas

· Rejection of Plato


•Hylomorphism: matter cannot be conceived without form and nor form without 
matter. The Good cannot be independent of experience – purely formal

· Moral Virtues: concern habits and customary actions (use principles of balance and reason to inform your real-life actions)

· Intellectual Virtues: theoretical truths that guide the moral values (more Platonic)

· “Forms” are another reality that contain a perfect version of this world, which this world is based on. 

· Rational Animal: made up of Reason (systematic, universal, objective, intellectual, calculating) and Physiology (antidotal, particular, emotional, sensible, passionate)

· Aristotle puts mind and body (rational and physical) together: the mind can be harmed by excess and deficiency, just as the body can.

· Aristotle thinks everything has a purpose or goal: for humanity, this goal is happiness.

· Can’t separate the mind and the body/rationality and physiology

· Greek philosophers did not distinguish virtue from excellence


•we acquire virtue by practicing


•courage, wisdom, and temperance provide guidance to the soul

- For Aristotle, virtue was finding the middle ground between two extreme opposites (good and evil, for example.)


