
AN200  Week 4 - Questions on Ferguson

1. In your own words, specify what Ferguson’s overall arguments are in the chapter. 
· Academic Discourse vs. Development Discourse
· Effect of the two different discourses is to show the difference in Lesotho
· Knowledge structure

2. How does Ferguson go about demonstrating that development discourse is distinguishable from academic discourse? What specifically does he analyze? (What kinds of “data” does he use?)  
· How does he go about demonstrating that development discourse vs. academic discourse?
· Erases the connection to a regional economy
· Paints the people as all the same
· Doesn’t show how they are all different
· How does he analyze?
· Looking at World Bank reports
· Compares these to other texts in terms of politics and economics

3. One of the steps in analyzing a discourse is to outline the rules which prescribe certain ways of talking about topics and exclude others. What are these “rules” in the case of the development discourse in Lesotho?
· The rules emphasize that Lesotho is in need of economic intervention
· Development discourse is involved in and demonstrating poverty
· Can be fixed through development initiatives that World Bank is proposing
· Leads to exclusions
· Migrants, migration, history, regional economies, politics and inequalities.

4. Discourses construct a particular kind of “subject.”  (In Foucault – the madman, the hysterical woman). What kind of subject does the development discourse analyzed by Ferguson construct? What are the key attributes of this subject? 
· Subject would be the less developed country
· Lesotho
· Features of this subject are having an untouched economy, place where most people are farmers, economy that is bounded, unit that is apolitical.

5. Why does Ferguson say that academic and development discourse are not separate epistemes?
· Epistemes are foundational statements that create a meta- or mega- system
· The authors share key assumes about the world and the nature of reality and in some cases share the nature of the same school
· It is about widening or broadening

