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Problems Faced When Studying Deviance in Sports 
1. Those involved in sports are governed by many different sets of regulations 
1. Actions accepted in sports may be deviant in other social situations 
1.  Forms and causes of deviance are diverse, and no single theory can explain them
1. Training and performance have become medicalized 
1.  Deviance in sports often involves unquestioned acceptance of norms 
Using Functionalist Theory to Define Deviance 
· Deviance involves a rejection of accepted goals or the means of achieving goals in society 
· Conformity is equated with morality 
· Deviance is caused by faculty socialization or inconsistencies in the social system 
· Deviance is controlled by getting tough and enforcing more rules more strictly 
Using Conflict Theory to Define Deviance 
· Deviance involves actions that interfere with the interests of those with economic power 
· The actions of those who lack power are more likely be labelled as deviant 
· Those who deviate often are victims of exploitation in a system characterized by inequalities 
· The problem of deviance will be minimal when power is equally distributed 
Using Interactionist and Critical Theories to Define Deviance 
· Most deviance in sports is not due to the moral bankruptcy of athletes or processes of economic exploitation 
· Much deviance in sports involves over conformity to established norms in sports 
· Sport deviance must be understood in terms of the normative context of sport cultures and the emphasis on " the sport ethic"
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sport Ethic 
· A set of norms that many  people in power and performance sports accept and reaffirm as the dominant criteria for defining what it means, in their social worlds, to be an athlete and to successfully claim an identity as an athlete 
The Norms of the Sport Ethic 
1. An athlete makes sacrifices for "the game" 
1. An athlete strives for distinction 
1. An athlete accepts risks and plays through pain 
1. An athlete accepts no limits in the pursuit of possibilities 
Why  do athletes Engage in Deviant Overconformity?
1. Sports are so exhillarating and thrilling that athletes will do almost anything to continue to do so 
1. Being selected to play sports is more likely when athletes over conform to the sport ethic 
1. Exceeding normative limits creates excitement and bonds between athletes 
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Social Processes in Elite Power and Performance Sports 
· Bond athletes in ways that normalize overconformity to the sport ethic 
· Separate athletes from the rest of the community while inspiring awe and admiration among community members 
· Lead athletes to develop HUBRIS - that is, a sense of arrogance, separateness and superiority
Hypotheses about Deviance Among Athletes 
 
Deviance becomes more likely when: 
1. Social bonds normalize risk taking 
1. Athletes are separated from the rest of the community 
1. Athletes develop extreme degrees of hubris 
1. When people in the community see athletes as being special because they engage in extreme behaviors 
Controlling Deviant Overconformity in Sports 
· Learn to identify the forms and dynamics of overconformity among athletes 
· Raise critical questions about the meaning, organization, and purpose of sports 
· Create norms in sports that discourage overconformity to the sport ethic 
· Help athletes to learn to strike a balance between accepting and questioning rules and norms in their sports 
Research on Deviance Among Athletes 
 
On the Field Deviance 
· Cheating, dirty play, fighting and violence are less common today than in the past 
 
 This historical finding contradicts popular perceptions. Many people think deviance is more common today because there are more rules than ever before, and expectations for conformity are greater
 
Off the Field Deviance 
· Athletes do not have higher delinquency rates than those who do not play sports 
· Date on academic cheating is inconclusive 
· Athletes have higher rates of alcohol use and binge drinking 
· Felony rates among adult athletes do not seem to be out of control, but they do constitute a problem ( see Ch. 7) 
Is Sport Participation a Cure for Deviant Behavior?
Research suggests that playing organized sports might discourage deviance when they emphasize 
1. A philosophy of nonviolence 
1. Respect for self and others 
1. The importance of fitness and control over self 
1. Confidence in physical skills 
1. A sense of responsibility 
DON’T FORGET
Athletes are not the only ones in sports who engage in deviant behavior: 
· Coaches 
· Administrators 
· Team owners 
· Agents 
Testing is justified because drug users affect the lives of others 
· Parents 
· Specators 
Using Performance Enhancing Substances in Sports 
· The use of performance enhancing substances occurs regularly in high performance sports 
· Many cases of usage constitute a form of deviant overconformity 
· Such substances will be used as long as athletes believe they will enhance substance performance 
Defining and Banning Performance Enhancing Substances 
· Defining what constitutes a "performance enhancing substance " is difficult 
· Defining what is natural or artificial if difficult 
· Defining what is fair when it comes to the use of science, medicine and technology in sports is difficult 
· Determining what is dangerous to health is difficult 
· Studying and testing for substances is constrained by ethical and legal factors 
Why is Substance Use Prevalent Today? 
1. The high stakes in sports have fueled research and development of substances 
1. Fascination with the use of technology to push human limits 
1. The rationalization of the body 
1. Heavy emphasis on self-medication
1. Changing gender relations 
1. The organization of power and performance sports ( must win to continue to play) 
1. Coaches, sponsors, administrators, and fans clearly encourage most forms of deviant conformity 
1. Athletes' performances are closely monitored with an emphasis on control over body and conformity to demands of coaches 
Arguments Against Testing 
· Athletes and substance manufacturers can stay one step ahead of the testers 
· Mandatory testing, testing without cause, and using blood tissue violates privacy rights 
· Tests are expensive and drain resources in sport organizations 
· Tests are ineffective for synthetic versions naturally produced substances 
· Drug tests will push more athletes towards genetic engineering 
Argument for Testing 
· Testing is needed to protect athletes' health 
· Testing is needed to guarantee fairness and a level playing field 
· Testing is part of normal law enforcement because drug use is illegal in many cases 
· Testing is needed to anticipate and discourage the use of genetic engineering 
 Controlling Substance Use: Where to Start (1) 
· Critically examine the hypocrisy in elite sports 
· Establish rules indicating that risks to health are undesirable and unnecessary in sports 
· Establish rules stating that injured athletes must be independently certified as 'well' before they may play 
· Educate young athletes to define courage and discipline in ways that promote health 
· Establish a code of ethics for sport scientists
· Make drug education part of deviance and health education 
·  create norms regulating use of technology 
· Critically examine values and norms in sports 
· Redefine meaning of achievement 
· Teach athletes to think critically 
· Provide accurate and current information to parents, coaches, athletes 
Violence 
 
Human Fascination with Violence 
· The Tay Barrel Tradition in Ottery St. Mary, England is hundreds of years old. The exact origins are unknown but probably started after the gunpowder plot of 1605. Various alternative reasons suggested for burning barrels have included fumigation of cottages as  a warning of the approach of the Spanish armada 
Sanitizing Violence in Sport 
· Throughout time sport has been played more and more violently than how sport is played today 
· It has only been since the mid 1850's that the movement to make sport less violent really began 
· Formal efforts to create sport suitable for gentlemen were imposed on all organized sport 
· Based on this short window of human history, this 'controlled' and 'gentlemanly' sport behavior is highly contrived (artificial) and inconsistent with how people have played sport since the beginning of time 
Violence Defined 
· The use of excessive physical force, which causes of has the potential to cause harm or destruction 
· Violence is not always illegal or disapproved
· It may be praised and lauded as necessary 
· Violence may involve a widespread of rejection of norms 
· Violence may involve extreme overconformity to norms
Aggression Defined 
· Verbal or physical actions grounded in an intent to dominate, control, or do harm to another person
· Aggression is not the same as assertiveness, competitiveness or trying hard 
· Intimidation refers to words, gestures, and actions that threaten violence or aggression 
Explaining Violence 
Instinct Theory 
· Konrad Lorenz's on Aggression (1955): violent behavior is inevitable because it is rooted in human biology and 'natural' instinct 
· Supporters of this theory believe that if not expressed, violence is pent up 
· It needs to be safely released ( through sport, for example) 
· This safe release is referred to as Catharsis 
Frustration-Aggression Theory 
· An older theory that suggests that people act violent out of frustration 
· This ties even more closely to catharsis, suggesting that the violent outburst is the catharsis
· Sport is once again an important vehicle for cathartic expression
· In both cases, sports were seen as safety outlets for either biological violent tendencies or frustration 
Challenging Instinct and Frustration Theories 
· People have critiqued these theories on the following grounds 
1. People have challenged the biological/physiological bases for violence 
1.  the fact that frustration alone cannot be responsible for violence 
1. That there is such a thing as a safe release of violence 
Bandura's Social Learning Theory 
· Albert Bandura challenged the 'naturalness'/instinctiveness of violence 
· He describes is as learned through a process of socialization and cultural understandings of what is acceptable and unacceptable in particular social/cultural contexts
· Place someone in an environment where violence is observed, where it is encouraged, where they rewarded for using,  and suffer consequences for not being violent, the person will likely understand violence as natural 
· Under this premise, catharsis is completely false 
· Instead violence begets violence 
Hockey as Case Study for Violence 
· Former NHL goaltender Ken Dryden understands hockey violence with the violence begets violence theoretical framework: ' violence feeds violence, fighting encourages more fighting" 
· Hockey violence provide an important window in the historical and cultural construction of violence 
· What is violent today might not have been violent in the past and what was violent in the past would certainly land you in jail today 
· Text p. 188-89 provides historical context about violence in hockey
· 1905 and 1907 deaths in eastern Ontario by stick swinging 
· Judge responded in his acquittal: "under these circumstances, I can not believe that any jury or any court would hold this young man guilty of murder.  There was certainly no evidence of any intention to do anything more than the usual injury that is generally committed in this game"
· Violence was understood as an ordinary part of the game 
· To play it required players to act violently to be effective but to also survive
Violence and Masculinity 
· Violence is grounded in general cultural norms 
· Violence in sports is not limited to men 
· Playing power and performance sports often are ways to prove masculinity
Kaufman's Triad of Men's Violence 
· Michael Messner built on Michael Kaufman's idea that male athletes commit 3 forms of violence 
1. Violence against women 
1. Violence against other men 
1. Violence against themselves 
Violence Against Women 
· Data on carryover are inconclusive 
· Assault and sexual assault rates among male, heterosexual athletes are a serious problem 
·  these behaviors are a serious problem in society as a whole 
· Debates about whether rates are higher among athletes distract attention from the problem of violence in culture 
Hypothesis About Male Athletes' Violence Against Women 
· Violence is related to 
1. Support from fellow athletes for using physical force as a strategy 
1. Perceived cultural support for domination as a basis for status and identity among men
1. Deviant overconformity to the norms of the sport ethic 
1. Collective HUBRIS and the notion that outsiders do not deserve respect 
1. Support for the belief that women constitute ' groupies' in sport worlds 
1. Institutional support for elite athletes regardless of their actions 
1.  institutional failures to hold athletes accountable for deviance 
Violence Against Others 
·  Men learn to objectify opponents 
·  p. 195 in test provides quotes on NFL players attitudes towards violence 
· The media celebrates the violence 
· Successful execution of violence make players successful 
 Violence Against Self 
· A popular paradox in todays sports: people accept violence while being concerned about injuries caused by violence 
· Disabling injuries caused by violence in some sports are serious problems 
· Dominant ideas about masculinity are related to high injury rates in men's sports 
· Do players even have a choice but to play through pain, continuing their objectification of the body 
Violence Among Spectators 
· Limited data on how watching sports may influence violence in everyday relationships 
· Crowd violence at sporting events takes shape in various ways 
· Hooliganism 
· Fan Championship/losing rioting 
· Parents at sporting events 
Sport, Media and Ideology 
The Sports-Media Complex 
· Sports media is not a neutral entity relaying sporting events to the public 
· Instead we need to understand sports media as a media complex that shares in economic agendas and a host of ideological interests with sport organization/leagues/franchises that set distinct limits and pressures on the production and consumption of sport content ( p. 233) 
· Your text describes this relationship as symbiotic, with media and sport organization/leagues/franchises feeding off one another 
· Another way to describe it is collusion, as this cooperative framework is not overly transparent and exclusive to the Oligarchies dominating the market 
Role of Mass Media 
· Media have economic and cultural functions 
· 're-present' edited versions of day to day life that media people think we want to consume 
· Direct our attention to selected items, to selected experiences ( perspectives)  
Role of Media 
· Content is always edited and re-presented by those who control media organizations 
· Editing decisions based on 1 or more of these goals: 
·  making profits 
· Shaping values 
· Providing a public service
· Building artistic and technical reputations 
· Expressing self 
Media and Power 
· The media often serve the interests of those with power and wealth in society 
· As corporate control of media has become more concentrated, media content highlights the following as natural and necessary in society 
·  consumerism
· Individualism 
· Competition 
· Class inequality 
Sport Media in Canada Historical Context 
· Newspaper coverage of sporting events in the early 1900's exposes 3 things: 
1. Newspapers can increase sales by posting sport scores/details 
1. Newspapers are looking to cover whatever sport related 'news' they can to increase sales 
1. Sport business benefits from overage serving as free promotion/marketing of their product  
Sport Media in Canada in Historical Context 
· This is initial stage of symbiosis 
· Advertising eventually adds another level of mutually beneficial profit 
· Newsprint popularity enticed advertisers to pay newspaper for advertising space 
· The highly visible and popularity of sport enticed advertisers to pay to be associated with sport leagues/teams in 2 ways 
4. HNIC brought to you by ESSO… 
4.  ESSO, the official gas company of the NHL 
1. In the early 1920's this media coverage is enhanced through radio 
1. Live action of professional broadcasted in Canada in 1923 by radio stations owned by newspapers (i.e, Toronto Star and Montreal Gazette)
1. 1950's transforms media coverage with the first television brodcasts on live sporting events 
1. CBC takes on 'public responsibility' of providing social and cultural good to Canadians by airing Canadian relevant sport events 
1. Hockey night in Canada on CBC/La Soiree du Hockey on Radio-Canada become is most popular 
1. The broadcasting brings tremendous revenue to the NHL, but also to CBC/Radio-Canada 
1. Their monopoly position of airing NHL gams is hugely profitable  
1. This monopoly position was perpetuated by an ideology of ensuring the universal accessibility of Canadian content throughout the country 
1. This 'obligation', fed by mass interest in sport instigated ore sport broadcasting under the banner of 'national significance' and 'common culture' 
1. Grey Cup, National Figure skating championships, curling etc. garnered massive viewership 
1. It also freed CBC/radio-Canada from the expense of producing their own programming, which was less popular ( less advertising revenue) and more expensive to produce 
1. CBC/Radio-Canada's monopoly position weakens in 1961 with the creation of an external regulator 
1. Prior to this date the CBC was a national broadcaster and regulated the broadcasting industry 
1. In 1961 the  Board of Broadcast Governors (BBG) was created
1. The BBG was established in result to smaller private broadcasters trying to get access to the market CBC controlled
1. It also sought to destabilize the ideologies around CBC as responsible for ensuring national access to Canadian relevant/popular events 
1. The CTV was eventually established from various business interests, but most from Toronto Argonaut owner John Bassett to air CFL football 
1. The creation of CTW in 1961 (approved by the BBG) prompted new era of sport broadcasting advantage 
1.  this let to the unprecedented riches for sport leagues/ franchises 
1. The BBG was eventually replaced by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission 
1. 1984, TSN created adding a whole new level of sport broadcasting competition, with 24 hr sport broadcasting 
1. Owned by Labatt Brewing Company, also owned the Blue Jays 
1. 1990 BCE bought CTV, and acquired TSN/RDS
1. A year later Rogers acquired Sports net from CTV (which was create in 1996 as another sport specialty channel) 
1. Let to massive media conglomerates owning telecommunications, media networks, newspapers, sport franchises completely altering the sport media landscape 
1. CBC could not compete with these conglomerates eventually losing out to Rogers Sportsnet and 5 billion dollar exclusive NHL broadcasting deal 
1. Who were the beneficiaries of the explosion of Broadcasting deals? 
1. = Sport leagues and franchises 
1.  Pg. 231 of your test put these numbers into perspective 
1. Sport leagues were original built on gate reciepts
1. Successful leagues can now operate without people in the seats: network deals drive the industry 
1. But what are the costs of this massive industry growth?
The Ideological Influence of Sport Media 
· In order for sport leagues/teams to take advantage of the enormous profits that are available 
· To do so they must keep up with the entertainment demands of a whole new consumer base, most lacking any knowledge of the sport 
· Sport becomes compromised by the massive spectacle performances they must become in order to attract and maintain a consumer/fan base 
· As a result, sport has been transformed by the media, whether in terms of schedules, TV timeouts, and rule changes, such as length of overtime, shootouts, instant replay, etc. 
· Sports must cater to media expectations in order to attract/maintain broadcasting rights 
· Will this be increasing the speed of their sport? 
· Will this be in terms of increasing/decreasing violence?
· Will this be in terms of the dramatic spectacles surrounding the sport 
· Presenting athletes as warriors /sex symbols?
· Grafted on each sporting broadcasts are layers of narratives
· These narratives construct: 
11. Dramatic tension/rivalry 
11.  normalized attitudes about heroism 
11. Normalized attitudes about what sports are worthy of watching 
11. Normalized attitudes about who plays sport ( men? What type of men? Women? What type of sports?  What type of women?) 
11. Normalized attitudes around behaviors that accompany sport: drinking? Homosociality? Betting?
 Literacy in Sport Media 
     -   most of us thinking we are hearing, reading, seeing sport as 'they way it is' (functionalist and conflict theorists might agree) 
· We don’t think what we are seeing/hearing have been selected for particular reasons and grounded in ideologies of those producing and controlling the media texts 
Images and Messages in Media Sports 
· Media coverage constructed around specific themes and messages: 
· Success themes 
· Emphasis on winners, losers, and final scores (SB)
· Emphasis on big plays, big hits, and sacrificing self for team success
· Masculinity and Femininity Themes
· Coverage privileges men over women 
·  heterosexuality is assumed; homosexuality is erased and ignored 
· Coverage reproduces dominant ideas about manhood, but may challenge ideas about femininity 
· Coverage of male sport remains predominant 
· WTSN experiment 2001 
· Did BCE pull the plug to early on WTSN? 
· Is there room for a women's sport league network?
· Is there currently a strong enough consumer base?
· Is there any obligation to have more female sports overage in the media?
· Race and ethnicity themes
·  racial ideology has influenced coverage of minority athletes in Canada, especially males 
· Whiteness is erased in coverage; it is assumed as the standard
· Black athletes often symbolic validations of the "American Dream" 
· Nationalism is emphasized 
· "we"- "they" distinctions are common 
· Individualism is highlighted 
· Aggression is glorified; athletes are presented as warriors 
Media and Precipitating Change 
· They key is to remember that the media are effective and powerful organizations for promoting hegemonic ideologies, therefore media has the potential to precipitate change, and make sport a more inclusive and positive environment for all 
· The work of sports journalists does matter when it comes to cultural ideology and public consciousness 
· Tensions between players and sportswriters have intensified as differences in their salaries and backgrounds have become more pronounced 
· Ethical issues have become increasingly important in sports journalism because the stakes are so high for teams, athletes, coaches, owners etc. 
Children and Sports 
 
Origins of Organized Youth Sports 
· Organized youth sports emerged in the 20th century 
· The first programs focused on 'masculinizing' boys
· Schools, communities and church wanted to teach boys to work together productively and/or to be leaders in society ( class?) 
· Organized youth sports grew rapidly in many industrialized countries after World War II ( baby boom-parents involved) 
· Programs in the US emphasized competition as preparation for future occupational successes in a capitalist society 
· Until 1970's girl's interests generally were ignored ( womens movement, fitness movrement, gov. legislation) 
Social Changes Related to the Growth of Organized Youth Sports
1. Baby boom increase in immigration, growth of the suburbs and economic prosperity which led to the construction of facilities 
1. Increase in families with both parents working outside the home; new definitions of what it means to be a 'good parent' (control over your children 24/7); growing belief that informal activities provide occasions for kids to get into trouble; growing belieft that the world is a dangerous place for children 
1. Increased belief that sports promote values such as character increased visibilty of high-performance and professional sports in society
Problems in Adult-Organized Youth Sports 
· According to Mike Smith, 4 assumptions underline adult-organized youth sports in 1970's 
1. Children play sport to entertain adults 
1. Sports for children must be organized by adults if they are to be of real value 
1.  children are miniature adults 
1.  the real value of sport lies in learning to be a winner-- there are winners and losers in life and sports can help your children to end up in the right group 
Made in Canada Solutions 
· Educate the adults 
·  coaching association of Canada/ National Coaching Certification Program 
· Advertising Campaigns 
· Magic Hockey Helmet 
· Relax- Its just a game 
·  Development of "house leagues" to give children of all skill levels opportunities to play and develop their skills 
· Development of "fair play leagues" and non-contact leagues 
· Introduction of child protection programs ( against sexual abuse) 
· STOP, "Speak Out" and "Respect"
Children in High- Performance Sports 
· Widespread introduction of the early talent identification system developed in Eastern Europe: 
·  Early exposure of children to a wide range of physical activities 
· Early identification of athletic talent 
· Intensive specialized training for those identified 
· In many parts of the world (including Canada) the first two steps are often excluded 
Studies Show Concerns About 
· Family pressure and sibling rivalry 
· Missing social occasions and opportunities to develop social relationships 
· Coach-athlete relationships 
· Education, and time constraints 
· Physical injuries and psychological stress
· Drug and Dietary problems 
· Retirement adjustment difficulties 
Elite Sport Training Programs 
· Emphasize the potential for children to gain material rewards through sports 
· Children often "work" long hours and become like "laborers", but programs are not governed by child labor laws 
· Raise ethical issues about adult-child relationships 
· CHL proposed Labour Union? Student athletes? Amateur Athletes?
Major Trends in Youth Sports Today 
1. Organized programs have become increasingly privatized 
1.  organized programs increasingly emphasize the 'performance ethic' 
1. Increased parental involvement and concern 
1. Increasing culture of caution surrounding youth sport and physical activity 
1.  increased participation in "alternatives sports" 
Privatization and Users Fees in Youth Sport Programs 
· User fees are now charged at all levels of youth sports-- schools, parks & rec, house leagues 
· Commercial providers are increasingly stepping in because of cut backs in public recreating and education 
· May reproduce economic and ethnic inequalities in society 
· May not be committed to gender equity 
· Private programs are not accountable in the same way as public programs 
Youth Sports: Types of Sponsors 
· Public, tax-supported community recreation programs 
· Public, non-profit community organizations 
· Private, non-profit sport organizations 
· Private commercial clubs 
The "Performance Ethic" 
· Refers to emphasizing measured outcomes as indicators of the quality of sport experiences 
· Fun= becoming better 
· Emphasized in private programs 
· Related to parental notions of investing in their children's future
Increased Parental Involvement and Concern 
· In Canadian culture today, children are often seen as "products" of the family and parenting 
· A child's success in visible and valued activities reaffirms parental moral worth 
· Thus, many parents take youth sports seriously, and assertively advocate the interests of their children, even if they are obnoxious 
Culture of Caution 
· Growing concerns with children's safety has led to many changes in term so helmet use, playground equipment, supervision, etc.
New Interests In Alternative Sports 
· A response to highly structured, adult-controlled organized programs 
· Revolve around desires to be expressive and spontaneous 
· May have high injury rates and patterns of exclusion related to gender and social classes
· Are being appropriated by large corporations for advertising purposes
Different Outcomes 
Formal Sports Emphasize 
· Relationships with authority figures 
· Systematic guidance by adults 
· Status and outcomes 
· Learning rules and strategies 
· Rule-governed teamwork and achievement 
Informal Sports Emphasize
· Interpersonal and decision making skills 
· Cooperation 
· Improvising 
· Problem solving 
· Reaffirming friendships 
--> Formal Sports are Controlled by Adults 
--> Informal Sports are Controlled by Players 
Recommendations for Changing Informal and Alternative Sports 
· Make play spaces more safe and accessible to as many children as possible 
·  be sensitive to social class and gender patterns 
·  Provide indirect guidance without being controlling 
· Treat these sports as worthwhile sites for facing challenged and developing competence 
Recommendations for Changing Organized Sports 
· Increased action 
· Increase personal involvement 
· Facilitate close scores and realistic challenges 
· Facilitate friendship formation and maintenance 
Recommendations for Changing High-Performance Programs 
· Establish policies, procedures, and rules to account for the rights and interests of children participants 
· Create less controlling environments designed to promote growth, development, and empowerment 
Prospects for Change 
· Often subverted when priority is given to efficiency and organization over age-based developmental concerns 
· May be subverted by national organizations concerned with standardizing programs 
· May be subverted by adult administrators with vested interests in the status quo 
Coaching Education Programs 
· Are useful when they provide coaches with information on  
· Dealing with children safely and responsibly 
· Organizing practices and teaching skills 
·  can be problematic when they foster a "techno-science" approach to controlling children as they teach skills 
· Creating "sport efficiency experts" should not be the goal 
Physical Education 
 
What is the Point of Physical Education 
· Improve physical Activity ?
· Reduce obesity/chronic disease?
· Expend energy so kids are less rambunctious/behave better and pay attention?
· Teach how to perform physical activity/sport skills?
· What role does sport/physical activity have in Canadian schools?
What is the Point of Physical Education ?
· United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) describes "physical education as a fundamental human right" 
· PE definition: Education centered around learning through the movement and the body and learning about movement and the body 
·  In Canada, PE emphasis is on getting students to acquire an appreciation and adopt health healthy and active lifestyles 
· But there is also evidence to suggest that PE aids in cognitive development and that is should extend beyond health lifestyles 
· Despite this PE is the first to get cut 
· It often lacks proper infrastructure 
· Limitations in delivery-- non specialist teaching 
· Limited time and resources put towards it 
· Other areas such as math, sciences and literacy are privileged 
PE in Historical Context 
· Prior to 1950's PE was primarily physical training, intended to get Canadian youth in shape 
· It primarily consisted of military training and calisthenics 
· 1970's there was a shift to sport based curriculum 
· The shift to sport was because of its popular appeal and appeared to be a useful way to engage youth into PA 
· Sport was also understood to be a disciplining strategy while providing (primarily boys) with certain qualities, such as leadership, teamwork, perseverance and loyalty  
· While this suited many youth, it disengaged others, as in the majority of girls and boys lacking interest/skills in mainstream/dominant 
PE Curriculum Today Physical Literacy 
· PE delivery has not been overly effect in the past 
· It marginalized certain youth 
· It turned some people away from physical activity and sport 
· In response educators have attempted to develop curriculum that prioritizes learning through the body and physical activity 
· This new approach is intended to produce 'physical literacy'
· A physically literate individual is someone who moves with competence, confidence and creativity in a wide variety of physical activities ( p. 210 text) 
· PA Literacy efforts to try expose youth to a broad range of sport and physical activity ( include dance, outdoor recreation, etc. ) in hope of finding something they enjoy and hopeful maintain in their lives 
· Types of variety, however, is contingent on school resources, teacher expertise and motivation and time/space committed to PE
·  Without variety, power and performance sports are typically offered ( football , floor hockey, volleyball) catering to specific male students, so issues of marginalization can persist 
PE Curriculum Today 'Models Based Approach' 
· Learning theory: takes into consideration the learning styles and learning needs of learners 
· What do youth want from physical education?
· This is particularly useful for sectors of the population that do not respond to typical power and performance sport PE models 
· Focusing on what girls want should seem to be an obvious starting point, but PE is only recently responding to this. 
· When surveyed, girls preferred individual sports, non competitive activities ( eg. Rock climbing, boxercise, dance) 
· Joannie Halas's work with First Nations youth in Manitoba points to unique learning styles of First Nations youth 
· Traditional PE offerings turned many First Nations Youth away from Sport 
· Learning theory takes into consideration these unique learning styles and builds curriculum around them 
How Would you Design PE Class?
· What were your PE experiences like?
· What would be your objectives in offering PE?
· How would you go about achieving these objectives?
University Athletics 
· 1906-1955: Canadian Interuniversity Athletic Union ( CIAU Central) 
· Male sports in Ontario and Quebec 
· Regional athletic associations were formed in the West and the Maritimes/Atlantic Canada 
· Women's regional associations were also taking shape 
· Women's Intercollegiate Athletic Union (WIAU) 
Timeline Snapshot 
· 1961: amalgamation of Central and regional associations creating a new Canadian Interuniversity Athletic Union (CIAU)
· 1969: Canadian Women's Intercollegiate Athletic Union
· Men and women's unions amalgamated in 1978
·  Formation of the CIAU in 1961 coincided with Bill C-121, Fitness and Amateur Sport Act
·  CIAU moves into the National Sport Centre and receives federal funding 
· It is all part of a move implicating university athletics into high performance sport 
· 1970s increased federal funding, i.e. travel equalization payments, national championship travel and participating in World University Games 
· Federal investment begins to decline 
· By 1990's, corporate model is adopted as Federal support continues to decrease 
·  Name change is CIS to become more commercially appealing 
· Network deals are sought, i.e. TSN/RDS
· CIS is supported differently than National Sport Organizations (MSO's) 
·  Directors/managers are University employees and are essentially a professional organization 
Fan Support 
· 1950's and 1960's saw stadiums filled and true connection between sport and school spirit 
· Counterculture movement of the late 1960's and 1970's reduced spectator interest in school sport 
· Athletic Participation, however, remained strong 
Debate Around School Sport 
· Why is there such limited federal support for the interuniversity/intercollegiate sport 
· Should there be athletic scholarships 
· What would be gained?
· What would be lost?
· We need to understand the foundations on which the Canadian education system was founded 
- located on Henderson a two minute walk from UOttawa 
- Brand New ( hasnt been lived in yet) 
- Is all inclusive 
- Free laundry in apartment 
- Air conditioning 
Sport Politics 
 
Definitions 
· Politics: refers to "the means by which power is used to influence the nature and content of governmental activities" ( A. Gidden's from text pg 262)
· Government:  " the process of enacting of policies and decision on the part of the officials within a political apparatus  
· State: " a political apparatus (i.e. courts, parliament. Civil service) ruling over a given territory, whose authority is backed by the legal system and by the capacity to use force to implement its policies"
· Power: the ability to influence others and achieve goals even in the face of opposition form others 
· Authority : a form of power that comes with a recognized and legitimate status or office in an organization or an establish set of relationships 
· What is the role of the state in contemporary society?
Reasons for Connections Between Government and Sports 
· Safeguard the public order
· Maintain health and fitness 
· Promote the prestige and power of a group, community, or nation 
· Promote a sense of identity, belonging and unity among citizens 
· Reproduce dominant values and ideologies 
· Increase support for the political leaders and government 
· Promote economic development 
Safeguarding Public Order
·  government makes rules about 
· What sports are legal or illegal 
· How sports should be organized to protect rights and well being 
· Who has the right to play sports 
· Where sports may be played 
· Who can use public facilities and when they can use them 
Maintaining Health and Fitness 
· Past government support based on belief's that playing sports improves fitness: fitness improves health: and good health reduces medical costs
· Recent government support may take into account research showing that 
· Illness is related to environmental factors more than worker fitness 
· Competitive sports have few benefits when it comes to productivity 
· People's concerns about sport performance may increase demands for health care 
Promoting Prestige and Power 
· Government support often is based on beliefs that success in sports provide recognition and status for the sponsoring governmental unit/agency 
· The belief that national teams can bring international recognition 
· The belief that local teams can bring needed publicity to communities 
Promoting Identity, Belonging & Unity 
· Governments most often use sports to promote identify and unity when constituents are diverse or when change is rapid and widespread in society
· Sports often constitute invented traditions to reaffirm ties to 'imagine communities' 
· Sport-biased unity usually is temporary and superficial
· Sports do not change the realities of divisive everyday differences and inequalities 
Emphasizing Values Consistent With Dominant Ideology 
· Sports may be used to promote the idea that success is based on discipline, loyalty, determination and fortitude 
·  sports in nations with market economies also are associated with competition and individualism 
· Using sports to promote values does not work when governments lack legitimacy 
Promoting Economic Development 
· Cities may use public resources to bid on and host major sport events 
· The stated goal is to bring new revenues into the city as a whole 
· Special interests often are primary recipients of economic benefits from major events, although public sponsorship is justified in terms of the "common economic good" 
Critical Issues and Questions 
· Government involvement in sports often foster the interests of some people more than others
· When government support occurs, priority often goes to elite sports 
· Those who represent elite sports are more likely to be organized to gave resources that can be dedicated to political lobbying 
Globalization 
· globalization: consists of the long-term processes of social change that involve relationships between nation-state and the use of power around the world 
Sport Globalization 
· There has been longstanding hope that international sports could 
· Open communication lines between people and leaders from many nations 
· Highlight shared interests among people in different cultures and nations
· Demonstrate that international friendships are possible 
· Foster cultural understanding and eliminate national stereotypes
· Create a model for international relationships 
· Establish working relationships that might close gaps between wealthy and poor nations 
· Sports have no influence when it comes to serious diplomacy 
· Sports do not affect matters of vital national interest 
· Leaders do not use sports in discussions of vital national interest 
· Sports may be useful at the level of public diplomacy 
· Sports provide opportunities to meet and talk 
· Nation states often use international sports to foster self-interests over international peace and understanding 
· Ethnocentrism and Nationalism often have been promoted in international sports 
· Self-Interest have influenced bid processes, media cover and boycotts 
· The conditions & events in international sports clearly favor the interests of powerful nations 
· Sports can then comes tools of cultural imperialism 
· The participation of pooper nations in global events usually depends on assistance from wealthy nations 
· Sports can then become vehicles for gaining control over important forms of popular culture around the world 
Olympism  & the Olympic Games 
· Are they special? 
· To answer this question we must look at the ideals and the reality of the Olympics games, and then consider if the Games can be changed to more closely meet ideals 
From the Olympics Charter: 
· "Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind.  Blending sports with culture and education, Olympism  seeks to crease a way of life based on the joy found in effort, the educational value of a good example and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles 
Political Realities in an Era of Transnational Corporations 
· Nation-states and transnational corporations are joined in global power relations 
· Nationalisms exists in international sports, but consumerism may replace patriotism when it comes to identifying with athletes and teams 
· Corporations tent to use sports to 'fuse' their interests with national and local symbols which people identify 
· They Olympics and other international sport evens are showcases for transnational corporations, their products, and the ideology of consumerism 
· Corporations pay billions to sponsor global sports so they might develop "global Outposts" in peoples heads 
· Corporate images tied to sports do not determine what people will think, but they influence what people will think about 
Making sense of New Political Realities 
· As the meaning, organization, and purpose of sports have changed around the world, there is a need to ask many new questions about sports as social phenomena 
· The most helpful research on the realities of global trends has presented date from both global and local levels 
· This helps us understand local expressions of and responses to global processes 
Politics in Sports 
· Political processes in sports revolve around these issues 
· What qualifies as a sport?
· What are the rules of sport?
· Who makes and enforces rules?
· Who organizes and controls evens?
· Where will events take place?
· Who is eligible to participate ?
· How are rewards distributed?
· Conclusion: politics and political processes are integral parts of organized sports; our goal is to make them fair and just.  
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