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Althusser, brings in psychoanalytical concepts into the concept of ideology. 

Althusser: Basic Question: Problem with notion of ideology, so many things written about it that the concept itself is “slippery”. What then is the repercussions of the reproductions of production.

Every society must reproduce the productive forces and the existing relations of production.

How does this happen? (How does society reproduce it’s needs?: by causing individuals to see these needs as their own desires).

Schools, ideological state apparatuses, 

Superstructure- relative autonomy in relations to the base—obviously relies on the base, but can persist after a major shift in the economic base.

Ideology- all that men think—ideas, thoughts, beliefs—but althusser wants to transform this into a material interpretation.

Ideological State Apparatus /wants to distinguish from/ Repressive State Apparatus  (police, military, government, control).

Repressive state apparatus functions through violence and repression.

Repressive State Apparatus: (RSA)

Includes the government, the administration, the army, the police, the courts and prisons, etc.

Functions by violence imposing punishment or privation in order to enforce power.

Ideological State Apparatus (ISA)

The religious ISA
The educational ISA
The legal
Political
Trade Union
Communications
Cultural (literature, and the arts, sports).

ISAS access the private rather than the public realm of existence. 

Less centralized (decentralized) and more heterogeneous than the RSA.

See quote about schools and churches on slides.

No state can function for a long time without an ideological apparatus. (The relations of production cannot be maintained for a long time only by repressive means or violence.)

Althusser: We can never access the conditions of existence, unlike Marx says.

Althusser’s hypothesis:

Ideology represents the imaginary relationship of indviduals to their real conditions of existence.

Ideology has a material existence.

All ideology hails or interpellates concrete individuals as concrete subjects. (interpolation- formation of subjects…ideology constitutes subjectivity…example of hello in the street)

Individuals are always already subjects.


Ideology is material in a sense that ideological formations are practices and acts, not simply ideas, ideology is more than ideas. Ideology works through practices and rituals that we perform. 

Slide about ideology Lenin 118 (within the social field there are already positions which we fill in, even before we are born). (in this sense individuals are always already subjects) (introduces inhuman model—we merely fill out positions that already pre-exist us).

Ideologies should be thought of as social processes. 

Ideologies address people and offer them a particular identity.

Roles presented in such a way that we are encouraged to accept them, works best as an invisible consensual process, works best when we imagine them to be our own ideas.

Ideologies play a crucial role in constructing identity- give us a particular place in society.
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